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Green Zone on edge
after bomb is found

B Area’s security level raised; rockets hit Sheraton hotel
M 2 GIs killed in roadside blasts as violence continues
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A local resident is seen through the broken glass of a damaged car after an airstrike in Sadr City, a neighborhood of Baghdad, on Thursday. Despite ongoing negotiations to end
months of fighting between U.S. troops and followers of renegade Shiite cleric Mugtada al-Sadr there, an airstrike on Thursday morning killed one and injured two people. U.S. military
sources said that the strike was conducted to destroy a roadside bomb.
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== What's new with old n

States

Lori Hacking slaying: Salt Lake City

authorities have given Lori Hacking’s

remains to her family for a private buri-
al.

Family members received the body
Tuesday, four days after searchers found
the remains at a landfill, where crews
combed through mounds of garbage after
Hacking’s husband, Mark, allegedly con-
fessed to shooting her and throwing her
body in the trash.

David Gehris, a spokesman for Lori Hack-
ing’s parents, said the family planned a pri-
vate ceremony at Orem City Cemetery,
where a headstone has already been erect-
ed.

Civil servant bonuses: Federal agency
heads would be able to offer employees bo-
nuses of up to 100 percent of their annual
salaries as an incentive to join or stay in the
federal work force under legislation the
House passed Wednesday.

The measure, aimed at helping the gov-
ernment recruit and retain highly qualified
people who might otherwise join the private
sector, limits recruitment, relocation and re-
tention bonuses to 25 percent of an annual
basic pay in most cases but allows for up to
100 percent for employees who meet a “criti-
cal agency need” and agree to work for the
government for a specified period. Political
appointees are not eligible for the bonuses.

Nader presidential bid: A federal appeals
court on Wednesday rejected consumer ac-
tivist and independent
presidential candidate
Ralph Nader’s attempt
to force his way onto
the Texas ballot in the
November election.

The Sth U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in
New Orleans ruled that
Texas’ tough ballot ac-
cess requirements for
independents are con-
stitutional.

Nader tried to get on
the ballot by collecting
voter signatures, but his campaign submit-
ted them two weeks after the May deadline.

Aryan Nation threats: The self-pro-
claimed leader of the Aryan Nation in Neva-
da was indicted Wednesday by a federal
grand jury for allegedly sending threaten-
ing e-mails to newspapers in Reno and San
Francisco.

Steven Holten, 40, once described by a po-
lice official as a “one-man Aryan Nation,”
faces arraignment on one count of transmit-
ting a threat in interstate commerce. The
charge carries up to five years in prison and
a $250,000 fine.

Investigators said Holten sent a mass
e-mail Sept. 20 to the Reno Gazette-Journal
and the San Francisco Chronicle targeting
them as an “enemy” of the white-suprema-
cist group.

D-Day memorial trial: The federal fraud
trial of former National D-Day Memorial di-
rector Richard B. Burrow ended Wednes-
day as jurors deadlocked on whether his ag-
gressive fund-raising efforts were illegal.

Senior U.S. District Judge James Turk de-
clared a mistrial after a visibly frustrated
jury of 11 women and one man told him re-
peatedly, at times tearfully, during two days
of deliberations that they disagreed on all
eight fraud counts.

It was the second hung jury in the govern-
ment’s three-year investigation of Burrow.

Prosecutors have 70 days to decide what
to do with the charges — they could ask for
another trial.

Clinic-bombing trial: Prosecutors in the
death penalty case against alleged serial
bomber Eric Rudolph are distancing them-
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Koreas talks: South Korean soldiers open a gate Thursday fol

litary vehicles arriving at the

Denmilitarized Zone that separates North and South Korea. Military officials from the two
countries met Thursday to discuss land routes across their border, following a three-month

hiatus in dialogue.

selves from a government expert who once
acknowledged making jokes and comments
ridiculing blacks.

Forensic chemist Edward Bender, who
works for the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms and Explosives, will not testify
in Rudolph’s trial next year, prosecutors
said in papers posted Wednesday on a court
Web site.

The government said allegations against
Bender “have nothing to do” with the case
against Rudolph, who is white.

World

Hurricane Ivan: U.S. Secretary of State
Colin Powell pledged millions of dollars in
aid to help Grenada re-
cover from the devasta-
tion of Hurricane Ivan,
saying the American
government recognizes
urgent needs on the Car-
ibbean island.

“Grenada has been
hit the hardest, so you
can expect the assis-
tance that we will be
providing to you will be
significant,”  Powell
said, without providing
an exact figure for
Grenada’s share.

Powell

Mideast fighting: Two Palestinian boys,
ages 14 and 15, were killed in an Israeli mis-
sile strike on Thursday, their relatives said.

The army said the missile was aimed at
militants about to fire a Qassam rocket. The
boys’ relatives said the two had been play-
ing with an empty tube and gasoline-filled
bottles, apparently trying to imitate the gun-
men who fire rockets.

Nuclear disarmament: Russia shrugged
off U.S. criticism over nuclear issues Thurs-
day, saying it had made progress in reduc-
ing its tactical weapons in Europe and
would continue cooperating with Iran’s pro-
gram despite concerns Tehran might be try-
ing to develop atomic weapons.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Alexander
'Yakovenko said a 1991-1992 initiative to re-
duce tactical nuclear weapons and imple-
ment other disarmament measures was
being “completely fulfilled.”

India’s nuclear capability: India will not
sign the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty in

its present form, Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh said Thursday, in his first state-
ment on the country’s nuclear policy since
he came to power in May.

India is a msponslble nuclear power
that will use nuclear weapons only defen-
sively, Singh said.

Military

Scott Speicher search: Insurgent vio-
lence in Iraq has impeded the U.S. mili-
tary’s search for clues to the fate of missing
Navy pilot Capt. Micha-
el Scott Speicher, a Ma-
rine Corps general
says.

The active phase of
the search ended in
May and no new leads
have emerged since
then, Brig. Gen. Joseph
J. McMenamin, mili-
tary commander of the
Iraq Survey Group,
told the Senate Armed
Services Committee on
Wednesday. A final in-
telligence report is being prepared, he said.

Speicher was shot down in an F/A-18 over
central Iraq on Jan. 17, 1991, the opening
night of the Gulf War. His remains were
never recovered.

Speicher

War on terrorism

Guantanamo detainees: An Army officer
at the U.S. prison at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, on Wednesday denied making state-
ments attributed to him in a British newspa-
per that suggested many of the alleged
al-Qaida and Taliban detainees were no
threat to the country and would be freed.

In a statement released Wednesday, the
military unit running the detention facility
said remarks by its deputy commander,
Brig. Gen. Martin Lucenti, were “misquoted
or taken out of context” by the Financial
Times in an article Tuesday.

Business

Fannie Mae investigation: At turns defi-
ant and emotional, Fannie Mae’s top execu-
tive, Franklin Raines, denied that the mort-
gage giant’s manipulated its earnings and
questioned an investigative report of the
company’s accounting practices as factually
deficient.

Stories and photos from wire services
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AP

Smoke bellows from U.S. headquarters at the so-called “Green Zone” in central Baghdad after an explosion Thursday. An improvised
bomb was found in a restaurant in the Green Zone, home of the U.S. Embassy and key government offices, American officials said.

Green Zone security level upped
after bomb found at restaurant

2 Gls Kkilled by roadside bombs; rockets hit hotel used by foreigners

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Two American soldiers
were killed and two others were wounded
in separate attacks involving roadside
bombs, U.S. officials said Thursday, and 20
Traqis were arrested in the north in opera-
tions against those suspected of planting ex-
plosives.

U.S. authorities, meanwhile, raised the
security alert in the heavily guarded Green
Zone after an improvised bomb was found
in front of a restaurant there.

ne U.S. soldier from the 13th Corps
Support Command died when a bomb ex-
ploded near his convoy late Wednesday out-
side the insurgent stronghold of Fallujah,
the command said. Two other soldiers
were wounded.

A 1st Infantry Division soldier was killed
and an Iraqi interpreter wounded when in-
surgents attacked a patrol with a roadside
‘bomb near Beiji, 155 miles north of Bagh-
dad, the command said.

The warning to Americans and Iraqi offi-
cials in the Green Zone followed the discov-
ery Tuesday of an explosive device at the
Green Zone Cafe, a popular hangout for
Westerners living and working in the com-
pound, which houses major U.S. and Iraqi
government offices. A U.S. military ord-
nance detachment safely disarmed it, U.S.
officials said.

A loud explosion shook the Green Zone
on Thursday afternoon and smoke was
seen rising from inside the compound. The
U.S. military had no immediate informa-
tion on the incident. Insurgents regularly
fire at the compound.

Americans living and working in the
zone were told to travel in groups and avoid
specific areas and nonessential travel.

Later Thursday, two rockets hit a down-
town Baghdad hotel housing foreigners
and journalists, and gunfire erupted in the
neighborhood across the Tigris River from
the U.S. Embassy compound.

Security guards at the Palestine hotel
said two rockets fired from the back of a
pickup struck the nearby Sheraton hotel,
shattering windows and filling the main
lobby of the hotel with smoke and debris.

Several shaken Westerners emerged
from the hotel, some covering their mouths
with cloths, as workers swept up shards
from shattered plate-glass doors in the
Sheraton lobby. A huge crack appeared in
the lobby wall.

Outside, bursts of automatic gunfire
were heard in the street between the
Sheraton and nearby Palestine hotel,
which also is a base for foreigners. The gun-
fire lasted for about 10 minutes after the ex-
plosions.

A security guard speaking on the condi-
tion of anonymity said private security
guards deployed on the roofs in the com-
pound fired at the pickup truck, destroy-
ingit.

The blaze was believed caused by sever-
al rockets that landed in the compound,

which is surrounded by a concrete wall.

sky.

The Iraqi government was reported
close to an agreement with followers of
al-Sadr to end weeks of fighting in his
stronghold of Sadr City, a teeming Shiite
slum in northeastern Baghdad.

An aide to al-Sadr offered Thursday to
hand over medium and heavy weapons
and cooperate with Iraqi security forces in
the capital if the government stops pursu-
ing members of the Shiite militia and re-
leases most of the cleric’s followers from

jail.
The offer, made by al-Sadr spokesman

Ali Smeisem on Al-Arabiya television, was
aimed at striking a deal to end weeks of
fighting between U.S. troops and al-Sadr’s
militia in Sadr City.

There was no comment from the Iragi
government or the U.S. command.

Smeisem made no commitment to dis-
band the Mahdi Army militia— a key U.S.
and Iragi demand. Smeisem also insisted
the government respect the “political role”
of al-Sadr’s movement.

Cheney: WMD
report proves
invading Iraq
was necessary

BY ToM RAUM
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Vice President Dick Cheney
asserted on Thursday that a finding by the
chief U.S. weapons inspector in Iraq that
Saddam Hussein’s government produced
no weapons of mass destruction after 1991
justifies rather than undermines President
Bush’s decision to go to war.

The report shows that “delay, defer, wait
wasn’t an option,” Cheney told a town
hall-style meeting,

While Democrats pointed to the new re-
port by Charles Duelfer to bolster their
case that invading Iraq was a mistake,
Cheney focused on portions that were more
favorable to the administration’s case.

“The headlines all say no weapons of
mass destruction stockpiled in Baghdad.
We already knew that,” Cheney said.

He said other parts of the report were
“more intriguing.”

Cheney’s comments reflect a GOP strate-
gy to use portions of the report, including
abuses of Iraq’s “fuel
for food” program, to
try to move discussion
away from the central
conclusions on the ab-
sence of weapons of
mass destruction.

Although the report
says Saddam’s weap-
ons program had dete-
riorated since the
1991 Gulf War and
did not pose a threat
to the world in 2003, it
also says Saddam’s main goal was the re-
‘moval of international sanctions.

“As soon as the sanctions were lifted, he
had every intention of going back” to his
weapons program, Cheney said.

The vice president said the report con-
cluded that the United Nations’ “Fuel for
Food” program “was totally corrupted by
Saddam Hussein. There were suggestions
employees of the United Nations were part
of the scheme as well.”

“The suggestion is clearly there by Mr.
Duelfer that Saddam had used the pro-
gram in such a way that he had bought off
foreign governments and was building sup-
port among them to take the sanctions
down,” Cheney said.

Thus there was no reason to wait to in-
vade Iraq to give inspectors more time to
do their work, Cheney said.

“The sanctions regime was coming apart
at the seams,” Cheney told a later forum in
Fort Myers. “Saddam perverted that whole
thing and generated billions of dollars.
He used the funds to corrupt others.”

The new GOP strategy contained some
risks to Bush: Some of the countries pos:

Cheney

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, 1,064 members of the
U.S. military have died since the begin-
ning of the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to the Defense Department. Of
those, 809 died as a result of hostile action
and 255 died of nonhostile causes. The fig-
ures include three military civiliz

The British military has reponed 67
deaths; Italy, 19; Poland, 13; Spain, 11;
Bulgaria, six; Ukraine, eight; Slovakia,
three; Thailand, two; the Netherlands,
two; and Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia,

U.S. deaths in Iraq

Hungary and Latvia have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that ‘major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 926 U.S. military
members have died — 700 as a result of
hostile action and 226 of nonhostile caus-
es, according to the military’s numbers as
of Wednesda

The latest deaths reported by the mili-

- No deaths reported.

The latest identifications reported by
the military:

W No identifications reported.

bly i in the pro-
gram include U. 9 allies in Iraq, particular-
ly Poland, as well as Russia — countries the
administration does not want to alienate.

On Wednesday, the former head of the
U.N. weapons inspection team, Hans Blix,
said: “Had we had a few months more [of
inspections before the war], we would
have been able to tell both the CIA and oth-
ers that there were no weapons of mass de-
struction [at] all the sites that they had
given to us.”

Duelfer’s report said what ambitions
Saddam harbored for such weapons were
secondary to his goal of evading the sanc-
tions, and he wanted weapons primarily
ot to attack the United States or to provide
them to terrorists but to oppose his older
enemies, Iran and Israel.
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Whackers & hackers
now welcome in Iraq

Major creating golf complex in camp

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

CSC SCANIA, Iraq — It’s called Operation
Traqi Putting Green.

Maj. John McBrearty, executive officer of
the 1st Battalion, 185th Armor Regiment of
the California National Guard is trying to
bring a piece of American life to the wilds of
Traq: a driving range.

“It’s just a dream I had when we got here,”
he said.

Six months ago, he arrived at the dusty
Convoy Support Center Scania, about 100
miles south of Baghdad, with a few clubs to
keep up his skills.

“I figured I could at least work on my
swing wherever I am,” he said.

But there was nowhere to play. So
McBrearty decided his camp, which serves
as a way station for convoys, needed a put-
ting green and a driving range.

Needing the approval from his higher ups
before teeing off on the project, McBrearty
enlisted the support of friends and family at
home. He also brought in donations from Cal-
laway Golf and the Burbank chapter of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars and Kiwanis for

“I figured I'd get all the equipment in hand
then they couldn’t say ‘no,’ ” he said.

Six months later, with a connex filled with
25 sets of clubs, a few hundred yards of Astro-
turf, balls and tees, he and fellow hackers are
ready. The group is now only waiting to ob-
tain some much needed lumber before begin-
ning construction.

A small area near the Morale, Welfare and
Recreation tent will become a putting green;
alarger area previously cleared for drainage
will become a driving range.

Although he is spearheading the project,
McBreaty said it is a unit effort. The green
and range will be named in honor of Spc.
Daniel ‘Unger, a member of his unit killed in

“By the time we leave here, we'll probably
have a pretty nice golf complex.”
E-mail Juliana Gittler at: gittlerji@pstripes.osd.mil

Maj. John McBrearty, executive officer

of the 1st Battalion, 185th Armor Regiment
of the California National Guard, looks over
donated golf clubs and a connex trailer full of
other golf accessories donated for his future
putting green and driving range at Convoy
Support Center Scania, Iraq.
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supplies.

JULIANA GITTLER/Stars and Stripes

Iraqis losing interest in election,
poll says; too little info available

BY NANCY A. YOUSSEF
Knight Ridder Newspapers

BAGHDAD — Iraqi voters are
losing interest in elections sched-
uled for January, and not because
they’re worried about security.

Instead, potential voters said
they had no interest in or under-
standing of the process, accord-
ing to a poll by the Iraq Center for
Research & Strategic Studies.

The poll, conducted Sept. 15 to
22, surveyed 3,500 people nation-
wide. Of those, 66.8 percent said
they very likely would vote in Jan-
uary’s elections for a National As-
sembly; in June, 88.8 percent had
said they very likely would vote.

Just over 8 percent said they
might not or definitely wouldn’t
vote.

Only 12.7 percent of those say-
ing they probably wouldn’t vote
cited security concerns. A lack of
information was cited by 37.3 per-
cent; 35.7 said they had no inter-
est. The margin of error was 3.4
percentage points.

“In America, you prepare for a
year before the election,” said Sa-
doun al Dulame, the executive di-
rector of the organization that con-
ducted the poll. “In Iraq, this is
the first time, and until now,
there is no real preparation.”

hasn’t effectively rallied the peo-
ple to reclaim their government
through elections.

“There are a lot of frustrated
people,” said Huda al Nuaimi, an
assistant political science profes-
sor at al Mustansiriya University
in Baghdad. “The interim govern-
ment did not serve the individual
Iraqi in any way.”

Taseer Ameer, 19, a first-year

the country could legitimately
hold partial elections, given the
dicey security situation in parts of
the country, particularly in the
so-called Sunni Triangle. But lit-
tle has been said about how the
process itself would work.

The Independent Electoral
‘Commission, assigned with moni-
toring the elections, still is recruit-
ing the 70,000 workers it will

Baghdad Universi- need to_ conduct
Stem My, &6 We are in the s v
e process of S e wheher
A estruction  idi el

“It's been two instead of paign money and

years now and the
simplest  things
aren’t happening,

where the elec-

reconstruction.9¥ tions will be held

still are being de-

like improving se- cided.
curity,” she said. Taseer Ameer  Interim Prime
“We are in the pro- Baghdad University ~ Minister Iyad Al-

cess of destruc-
tion instead of re-
construction.”

The poll also asked what fac-
tors could prevent people from
voting.

Violence at voting booths,
which many thought would be a
major issue, wasn’t as problemat-
ic for those polled. Only 7.7 per-
cent said “intimidation by armed

The results are
for those who hoped the public
would embrace the elections as
the first step toward a democratic
Iraq. They suggest that the
U.S.-appointed government

groups” would be a fac-
tor, while 28 percent said it was
very likely. Nearly 15 percent
said such groups wouldn’t be a
factor.

Iraqgis have debated whether

mathematics student

lawi has called se-
curity the main
obstacle to a free election. And
he’s called for a transparent and
open process.

He’s rarely mentioned political
disenfranchisement except to tell
people that they can vote for any
government they want in Janu-

ary.

‘Al Dulame said people wanted
to experience free elections, but
were pessimistic that the process
would be fair. They’re disappoint-
ed in the government they've ex-
perienced so far.

U.S. Navy helicopter crashes in Kuwait

MANAMA, Bahrain — A U.S. Navy helicopter crashed Thursday im-
mediately after takeoff in Kuwait, but all seven crew survived, the Sth
Fleet’s headquarters said.

The crew suffered only minor injuries, the Navy said in a statement is-
sued in Bahrain, about 220 miles south of Kuwait.

The helicopter, a Seahawk attached to the USS John F. Kennedy
Strike Group, crashed at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, while on a routine mis-
sion, the Navy said.

The cause of the crash is being investigated, the 5th Fleet said.

955 Iraqi police graduate in secret location

BAGHDAD — U.S. officials announced the graduation Thursday of
955 Iragi police officers — but would not say where the two ceremo-
nies took plac

Irag’s beleaguered security forces are the target of regular bombings,
mortar attacks and shooting sprees — often directed at recruiting cen-
ters. Hundreds of policemen and would-be recruits have been killed
since the U.S.-led March 2003 invasion.

A total of 805 students, including 73 women, completed the
eight-week basic training that prepares them to serve in the police force,
U.S. command said in a statement.

Others completed courses covering subjects like organized crime, kid-
nappings and the investigation of bomb blasts.

“The courses are designed to improve the capabnlmes of Iraqi police
officers and help to further the goal of creating a secure and stable

aq,” the statement said.

Building a strong Iraqi police force that can take over security opera-
tions from U.S. forces is a cornerstone of the American strategy to re-
store peace in Iraq.

Detainees released from two prisons

BAGHDAD — About 240 detainees were released from U.S. and
Iraqi custody Thursday under a review process set up following the
prisoner abuse scandal at Abu Ghraib prison, the U.S. military said.

None of those freed were so-called high-value detainees, who are
processed separately from the 1,700 “security detainees” at centers at
the Abu Ghraib facility near Baghdad and Camp Bucca in southern
Imq, said Lt. arry Johnson, a military spokesman.

pubhcatmn in April of photographs showmg naked terrified
Iraqi prisoners being abused and humiliated by grinning American
guards at Abu Ghraib caused outrage here and internationally.

Areview and release board was set up by coalition forces and the in-
terim Iraqi ministries of justice, human rights and interior.

Thursday saw the fourth round of releases since the board convened
Aug. 21. Johnson, an officer with Iraq Detention Operations, said the
only two Iraqi women in U.S. custody were not among those freed
Thursday since they are considered high-value detainees.

From The Associated Press
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Schweinfurt mourns two more lost soldiers

Killed same day
serving in Iraq,
GIs remembered

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

Sgt. 1st Class Joselito Villanueva
charmed friends with his quick wit and
jolly laugh, and he took care of his men like
family. Spc. Gregory Cox said little but
worked hard at the tough job of soldiering
in Irag.

Last spring, the two men both landed
with Task Force 1-77 in Iraq, and they both
died within an hour of each other Sept. 27
in separate incidents near their home base
at Balad.

A Schweinfurt community weary of loss
gathered Wednesday at the Ledward Bar-
racks chapel to mourn them. They are the
28th and 29th Schweinfurt-based soldiers
killed in action since the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion deployed to Iraq last spring.

Villanueva, 36, of the 9th Engineer Battal-
ion, was born in the Philippines, but his fam-
ily later moved to Van Nuys, Calif. He
joined the Army in 1986, served in Opera-
tion Desert Storm and arrived in Schwein-
furt in 2000.

His sunny personality quickly endeared
“Sergeant V" to many of his fellow soldiers
and their families.

“Joe was a very sweet guy, and he had
such a big heart,” said Staff Sgt. Kenneth
Robinson and his wife, Anna Marie, in a
lnbute read at Wednesday s service.

(e was also sociable, and he loved hang-
ing out at the Irish Pub ‘with all his friends.
I don’t think Joe realized how special he
‘made people feel.”

Villanueva served in Kosovo with his
unit in 2002, and he deployed to Iraq last
February as the platoon sergeant for Com-
pany C’s 2nd platoon. He looked out for his
men.

“He developed that sense of family with-
in his platoon and in the company,” said
Capt. Henry Delacruz, commander of Task
Force 1-77’s Company B, to which Villanue-
va’s platoon was attached. “He created this
bond that made them the most tight-knit
platoon that I've ever seen or worked with.”

Villanueva earned a Purple Heart last
April when a roadside bomb exploded next
to his Humvee, killing one of his soldiers. A
small piece of shrapnel pierced his neck,
and he nearly died, too.

About 8:30 a.m. Sept. 27, Villaneuva’s pa-
trol stopped to aid an Iraqi truck driver
who had been driving erratically and
crashed his truck. As Villanueva got out to
help, a hidden sniper fatally shot him. No
one else was injured.

Cox had died a short time earlier, when
his Humvee was run off the road by an
Iraqi driver — unintentionally, according
to a Pentagon statement — and rolled over.

PHOTOS BY KRISTEN CHANDLER TOTH/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Above: A soldier salutes, honoring the memory of Sgt. 1st Class Joselito Villanueva and
Spc. Gregory Cox, while Spc. Andrew Davis, left and Staff Sgt. John Polanco, right, serve
as honor guards Wednesday at the Ledward Barracks in Germany. Left: Villanueva, seen in

left photo, and Cox,

Cox grew up in Carmichaels, Pa., part of
atightly knit Catholic family. He and his sis-
ter, Nicole, worked together as altar serv-
ers at their church until his high school
years, according to the Pittsburgh Tri-
bune-Review.

He played youth soccer and basketball
and impressed friends with his dry sense of
humor.

“He was a quiet kid,” George Parish, a
childhood friend, told the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette last week. “But whenever the
time came when the mood was down, he al-
ways had something funny to say.”

Parrish is now a student at West Virginia
University.

Cox joined the Army after graduating
from high school in 2001 and left for basic
training just days before the Sept. 11, 2001,
terror attacks. The next April, he joined
Company C of the 1st Battalion, 77th Armor
Regiment.

right, both members of Task Force 1-77, were killed Sept. 27 in Iraq.

Last February, Cox deployed with his
unit to Iraq. Trained on tanks, he quickly
learned the infantryman’s trade because of
Task Force 1-77’s mission. He had recently
returned from a mid-tour leave spent with
his family in Pennsylvania.

“[He was] a teammate for many [and]
had come out of his shell while down-
range,” said Lt. Col. David Hubner, the task
force commander, in comments read at
Wednesday’s service, “to become one of the
guys who was always joking around with
his friends, checkling] on everybody else,
always ready for the next patrol.”

Cox is survived by his parents, John and
Mary Anne Cox, and his sister, Nicole.

Villanueva is survived by his parents,
Edito and Pilarita Villanueva. Both soldiers
were posthumously awarded the Bronze
Star and the Purple Heart.

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY DESMOND BUTLER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Vivid allega-
tions of widespread corruption at
the U.N. oil-for-food program by
the top U.S. arms inspector have
added credibility to accusations
the United Nations looked the
other way while Saddam Hus-
sein’s government skimmed bil-
lions of dollars and offered kick-
backs to governments around the
world.

The inspector’s report impli-
cates the top U.N. official oversee-
ing the $60 billion program, ac-
cusing him of accepting bribes in
the form of vouchers for Iraqi oil
sales, and details Iragi manipula-
tion to illegally enrich Saddam’s
government and influence Securi-
ty Council members.

The alleged schemes included
an Iraqi system for allocating lu-
crative oil vouchers, which per-
mitted recipients to purchase cer-
tain amounts of oil at a profit, ac-
cording to the report issued
Wednesday by Charles Duelfer,
head of the Irag Survey Group.

Duelfer said between 1996 and

signed to allow limited oil sales to
pay for humanitarian goods — in
order to acquire billions of dol-
lars in illicit gains and to import il-
legal goods, including parts for
missile sys-
tems. The re-
port esti-
mates Sadd-
am generat-
ed $10.9 bil-
lion in hard
currency

through illic-
it means
from 1990 to

Duelfer

sanctions pe-
riod.

It also said the vouchers “pro-
vided Saddam with a useful meth-
od of rewarding countries, organi-
zations and individuals willing to
cooperate with Irag to subvert
U.N. sanctions.”

Respondmg to the report, a
high-r: ngressman
demanded the United Nation’s in-
dependent inquiry speed up its
timetable and release documents

2003 the Iragi gov ‘manip-
ulated the U.N. program — de-

to C
“The world cannot wait years

for answers to the growing body
of evidence implicating senior
U.N. officials in outright corrup-
tion,” said Rep. Henry Hyde,
R- l'll who chairs the House Inter-
national Relations Committee.

“Immediate public access to
UN. internal audits and other
documents — thus far denied to
‘members of the Security Council
— is imperative if the world body
is to escape further damage to its
credibility as a result of this gross-
Iy mismanaged program.”

Secretary-General Kofi Annan
in April appointed former Fed
chairman Paul Volcker to lead an
independent investigation and he

s committee will not de-
liver a report before mid-2005.

Volcker has refused to share
with Congress documents for
their probes, including S5 inter-
nal audits of the oil-for-food pro-
gram produced by the United Na-
tions.

The Duelfer report said that
Benon Sevan, the former chief of
the U.N. program, is among doz-
ens of people who allegedly re-
ceived secret oil vouchers, with
Saddam personally approving
the list of recipients. The voucher

list was dominated by Russian,
French and Chinese recipients,
in that order, with Saddam
spreading the wealth widely to
prominent business leaders, poli-
ticians, for-
eign govern-
ment minis-
tries and po-
litical ~par-
ties, the re-

hard re-
fused com-
ment  on
“any specif-
ic allegation
against Mr. Sevan or anyone

Volcker

The report also names former
French Interior Minister Charles
Pasqua, Indonesian president
Megawati Sukarnoputri and the
Russian radical political figure
Vladimir Zhirinovsky as voucher
recipients and other foreign gov-
ernments range from Yemen to
Namibia.

The governments of Jordan,
Syria, Turkey and Egypt also did

Report: U.N. oil-for-food program corrupt

Saddam allegedly made $10.9 billion by bribing officials and illegally selling oil vouchers while under sanctions

a brisk illicit oil trade with Iraq
— more than $8 billion from 1991
until 2003, the report said:
“These govemments were full
parties to all aspects of Irag’s un-
aul.honzed oil exports and im-

thnovsky denied the allega-
tion:

“I never took a drop [of oil], or
a single dollar from Iraq or from
any other country. I have never
dealt with oil,” Russia’s Interfax
news agency cited Zhirinovs|
saying Thursday. “I do not care

ribes] Someone might
have received. I personally
gained nothing.”

In France, Foreign Ministry
spokesman Herve Ladsous cour-
seled caution.

“It is important to assure one-
self very precisely on the veraci-
ty of this information,” he said.
“We understand that these accu-
sations against companies and in-
dividuals were not verified either

with the people themselves or
with the authorities of the coun-
tries concerned.”

‘The names of American compa-
nies and individuals who may
have been involved in oil deals
weren't released because of U.S.
privacy laws, the report said.
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‘Democracy is a baby in Afghanistan’

Election on Saturday will choose nation’s president

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan — Afghani-
stan’s first direct presidential ballot Satur-
day will be a historic experiment with de-
mocracy after more than two decades of
ruin, from Soviet occupation to civil war to
the repressive Taliban and the thunderous
U.S. bombing campaign that ended their
rule.

Despite persistent violence from still-vig-
orous Taliban insurgents, the United Na-
tions has declared this hard-luck nation
ready for the vote, following a campaign
that focused on tackling feuding factions
and helping people out of poverty.

Thousands of polling stations manned by
hastily trained staff open early Saturday
for some 10.5 million Afghans who regis-
tered for the landmark vote. It will be close-
ly watched by American, NATO and Af-
ghan security forces.

Interim leader Hamid Karzai, seen by
many Afghans as a bridge to the West and
a figure unsullied by the country’s
long-running strife, is expected to garner
the most votes and secure a five-year term.
Partial results are expected by midweek.

But there are serious doubts about the in-
tegrity of the country’s fledgling democra-
cy amid sustained violence and evidence
that officials have abused their office to
help the U.S.-backed incumbent.

“Peace will not come until the Afghans
see that their rights are being observed,”
said Yusuf Pashtun, the governor of Kanda-
har province, once the capital of the Tali-
ban regime and home to Osama bin Laden.

Karzai, the overwhelming favorite
among the 18 contenders, has said Satur-
day’s election is an opportunity to build a
new future for a country that has known
nothing but war, drought and poverty for a
quarter century.

The vote is a key step in rebuilding an Af-

A U.N. election staff member distributes ballot boxes in Herat, Afghanistan, on Thursday.
The man was part of a convoy moving boxes throughout the Karokh area. The country’s
first direct presidential elections will be held Saturday.

votes so widely that Karzai fails to achieve
the majority needed to avert a run-off,
which would give Taliban rebels another
chance to disrupt Afghanistan’s democrat-
ic process. At least a dozen election work-
ers have died so far in a string of attacks,
while Karzai and two his closest aides sur-
vived rocket and bomb attacks during the
campaign.

While Karzai has won endorsements
from regional leaders across the count
deep ethnic divides, many of his fellow eth-
nic Pashtuns have not registered in the
south due to insecurity while conservative
custom has prevented many women from
signing up.

ghan society following decades of turbu-
lence, with the Soviet invasion of 1979, the
1985-89 war against the occupiers, the ruin-
ous 1992-96 civil war that ended with a Tal-
iban victory, and the U.S. campaign to oust
them in late 2001.

Karzai's opponents include warlord
chieftains of Afghanistan’s northern minor-
ities to a relative of the country’s last king
and a former U.N. worker running as the
only female candidate.

The breadth of the field could scatter

Dru and disgruntled militia
forces awho helped the U.S. military oust
the Taliban three years ago but are now set
for disarmament under a U.N.-backed
peace plan also may have reason to disrupt
the vote.

Still, the American military sees the elec-
tion as an opportunity for the militants and
Karzai’s internationally backed transition-
al government to seek reconciliation.

Some 18,000 U.S.-led troops are in Af-
ghanistan, up from just 11,000 late last

year, to help protect the vote. Another
9,000 NATO-commanded soldiers are on
the lookout for trouble in the capital,
Kabul, and much of the north.

“Now, are they (the polls) going to be per-
fect? No. Are they going to be marred by vi-
olence? Yes. But we are seeing things hap-
pening now that we couldn’t imagine a
year ago, or two years ago, and certainly
not around 9/11,” said Maj. Gen. Eric
Olson, the No. 2 U. S commander in Af-
ghanistan,

Even if the vote goes ahead without
major violence, a Karzai victory is sure to
draw criticism that the incumbent benefit-
ed from a campaign that flouted the coun-
try’s election laws.

Former Kandahar Gov. Gul Agha
Sherzai, a powerful tribal leader now serv-
ingin Karzai's Cabinet, told hundreds of el-
ders on Tuesday to vote for Karzai, even
though the rules say all officials have to re-
main neutral.

Ahmed Wali Karzai, the president’s
brother who has marshaled his campaign
in the south, shrugged, saying Afghans
would not understand why a tribal leader
should hold his tongue.

“Democracy is a baby in Afghanistan,”
he said.

Afghanistan
goes to the polls

Main contenders in Afghanistan’s
first direct election of a president:

W Hamid Karzai, interim president
elected by tribal grand council after
ouster of Taliban. Favorite in election,
ethnic Pashtun has become internation-
al celebrity drumming up billions in aid
pledges, but image at home clouded by
slow pace of reconstruction.

M Yunus Qanooni, Karzai’s former ed-
ucation minister. Last to join race but
emerged as Karzai’s strongest rival. Sup-
ported by Defense Minister Mohammed

Foreign Minister Abdullah
in troika of former anti-Taliban leaders
from Panjshir Valley’s ethnic Tajiks.

W Mohammed Mohageg, another
former Cabinet minister. Was anti-Tali-
ban militia commander, but from Af-
ghanistan’s long-suffering Hazara mi-

nority.

W Abdul Rashid Dostum, former com-
munist and wily warlord in country’s
civil wars. Widely distrusted, particular-
Iy by Pashtuns, but ran fairly efficient
mini-state in northeast before it fell to
Taliban in 1997. Could secure broad sup-
port from fellow Uzbeks.

W Massooda Jalal, former U.N. work-
er and only female candidate. Chal-
lenged Karzai for interim leadership in
2002. Could score in cities where educat-
ed women can find work — and hus-
bands allow them to vote freely.

M Abdul Latif Pedram, former Tajik
exile who ran afoul of communist, muja-
hadeen and Taliban governments. Con-
tends Karzai’s government doing too lit-
tle for 3 million refugees who have re-
turned since Taliban’s fall.

ad Shah Ahmadzai, vice presi-
dent in early 1990s. Led party with links
to Arab volunteers who joined Afghani-
stan’s anti-Soviet resistance and later
al-Qaida, but says those ties are long

ended.

W Abdul Hafiz Mansoor, intellectual.
Emerged as focus of independent dis-
sent against Karzai, accusing him of try-
ing to install elected dictatorship.

W Abdul Satar Sirat, former aide to
country’s last king. Could tap nostalgia
for monarchy, which saw last period of
peace before being swept away by 1973
coup.

The Associated Press

Drug smugglers blamed for attack on Karzai’s running mate

An unidentified man looks Wednesday inside one of the damaged cars
from the convoy of Afghan Vice President Ahmed Zia Massood in
Faizabad, Afghanistan. A local police official said one person was killed
and four others injured.

BY PAUL HAVEN
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — The Af-
ghan government on Thursday
blamed drug smugglers — not
Taliban or al-Qaida fighters — for
a bomb attack on interim leader
Hamid Karzai’s vice presidential
running mate, saying the coun-
try’s landmark elections are a
threat to their business.

The attack Wednesday in the
mountainous northeastern
poppy-growing region of Bada-
khshan killed one person and
wounded at least five others —in-
cluding the former governor.
Karzai's running mate, Ahmed
Zia Massood, was unharmed.

“I don’t want to name anybody,
but the evidence shows that it
was the work of drug smugglers,
because this process [the elec-

tion] is against their interests,”
said Interior Minister Ali Ahmad
Jalali.

The allegation of drug ties to
the attack on Massood was illus-
trative of what might prove a time
of transition in Afghanistan, from
a largely rebel and
al-Qaida-based threat, to one
marked by the threat of
ever-more violent drug interests.

Heroin and opium production
has boomed in Afghanistan since
the fall of the Taliban regime,
which had been surprisingly suc-
cessful at enforcing a ban on culti-
vation. Officials say they believe
the Taliban — now a rebel group
— is benefiting from the drug
trade, but warlords allied to the
government are also heavily in-
volved.

U.N. surveys estimate Afghani-
stan accounted for three-quarters

of the world’s opium last year,
and the trade brought in $2.3 bil-
lion, more than half of the na-
tion’s gross domestic product.

New surveys suggest even
‘more has been planted this year.

Northeastern Badakhshan, bor-
dering Tajikistan, China and Paki-
stan, is far from the Taliban
strongholds of southern and east-
ern Afghanistan. Its rugged ter-
rain is covered by poppy fields,

e government has been un-
able to do much to curb produc-
tion.

The attack was the third
against Karzai and his political al-
lies since campaigning began on
Sept. 7. The president survived a
rocket assault on his helicopter
on Sept. 16 in the eastern city of
Gardez, and one of his four cur-
rent vice presidents survived a
bomb attack four days later. The
Taliban was suspected in those at-
tacks.
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12,500 troops to leave S. Korea by 2008

U.S. agrees to Seoul
request to stagger
pullout over 3 years

BY JOSEPH GIORDONO
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL — The United States has agreed
to a “phased” withdrawal of 12,500 troops
in South Korea over the next three years,
delaying its original proposal to complete
the reduction by the end of 2005, officials
from both countries said Wednesday.

The new plan, announced at an after-
noon Ministry of National Defense news
conference and confirmed moments later
by a Pentagon statement, calls for a
three-stage drawdown from now to 2008.

e agreement marks the first concrete
steps in what the Pentagon says will be a
worldwide reshuffling of U.S. troops to bet-
ter reflect post-Cold War conditions. In
mid-August, President Bush pledged to
move 70,000 U.S. servicemembers and
100,000 family members and civilian em-
ployees back to the United States over the
next decade.

In the first phase, 5,000 U.S. troops
would depart South Korea by the end of
this year. That number includes the 3,600
soldiers of the 2nd Brigade, 2nd Infantry
Division, deployed to Iraq in August. Army
officials confirmed last month the 2nd Bri-
gade will head to Fort Carson, Colo., in-
stead of returning to South Korea.

U.S. officials did not specify which units
would be included in the 1,400 other troops
leaving this year, saying only they are “as-
sociated with” the 2nd Brigade.

Another element of the first phase is
South Korea’s assumption of several U.S.
military missions, including responsibility
for the Joint Security Area in the Demilita-
rized Zone and a rear-area chemical decon-
tamination unit, Pentagon officials said.

In the plan’s second phase, the United
States would remove 3,000 troops in 2005
and 2,000 troops in 2006. Again, the affect-
ed units were not specified, identified in
the Pentagon release only as “combat
units, combat support and combat service
support units, units associated with mis-

Ahn Kwang-chan, chief policy coordinator of the South Korean Defense Ministry, announc-
es Wednesday that the United States will withdraw 12,500 troops from South Korea by
2008, delaying its original plan to redeploy the troops by the end of 2005.

sion transfer areas, and other support per-
sonnel.”

In the final phase, the United States
would redeploy 2,500 troops from “support
units” over the 2007-08 time frame, offi-
cials said.

U.S. Forces Korea officials referred all
questions on the announcement to the Pen-
tagon.

The agreement was reached after sever-
al months of negotiations between the two
countries and amid associated moves to
consolidate and close dozens of U.S. instal-
lations in South Korea. The announcement
also comes as the United States, South
Korea and three other nations are negotiat-
ing with North Korea over its nuclear weap-
ons program.

“During these consultations, the United
States and South Korea fully considered
the combined requirement to maintain aro-
bust deterrent and defense

also committed to maintaining on the pen-
insula a multiple launch rocket system bat-
talion and associated counterfire assets,
which South Koreans specifically request-
ed.

In recent months, US. officials have
gone to great lengths to rebut any talk that
the reduction would weaken the deterrent
value of U.S. forces on the peninsula. The
number of “boots on the ground” is less im-
portant than the combat capabilities they
can bring to bear, officials have said.

mains committed to the defense of the Re-
public of Korea, to the security and stabi
ty of the region and to a strengthened Re-
public of Korea-U.S. alliance,” the Penta-
gon release read.

South Korean officials reacted favorably
to Wednesday’s announcement, with politi-
cal analysts saying it would be viewed as a
diplomatic victory for South Korean presi-
dent Roh Moo-hyun.

“Continuous voices raising possible secu-
rity concerns persuaded Washington, bol-
stered by the U.S. intention to maintain
good relations with Seoul,” Park Seon-sup,

of the Korea Institute for Defense Analy-
sis, told the Chosun Ilbo newspaper.

Roh came under intense public criticism
for agreeing to send almost 4,000 South Ko-
rean troops to bolster U.S. forces in Iraq.
The completion of that deployment has led
to heightened terror concerns in South
Korea.

The new agreement also gives the South
Korean military more time to bolster its
own capabilities, officials said. Roh has
called for a military fully capable of unaid-
ed self-defense over the next 10 years.
E-mail Joseph Giordono at:
giordonoj@pstripes.osd.mil

U.S. force reduction goals

2004: 5,000 troops, including 3,600
2nd Brigade troops in Iraq

2005: 3,000 troops from unspecified

units
2006: 2,000 troops from unspecified
its

uni
2007-08: 2,500 troops from unspeci-
fied units

U.S. Forces Korea
Leon J. LaPorte reiterated that stance late
last month in several appearances before
South Korean and international media.

“As the combat commander here in
Korea, I am very confident in the decisions
we've made and in the fact that we’ve not
created a security vacuum — that capabili-
ties rather than a numerical number is
what's important,” LaPorte said Sept. 9.

while increasing combat capacity,” the
Pentagon relcase read.

the Korean public’s perceptions regarding
a potential security gap.”
As part of the agreement, the Pentagon

high-tech

also said Camp Greaves (2004)
U.S. forces would continue a three-year, Camp Howze (2004)
$11 billion program to enhance the Camp Stanton (2004)
iliti the Korean penin- Camp Falling Water (2004)
sula and in the regmn ‘Yongsan Garrison (2008)

Source: Department of Defense

Base closures

Camp Bonifas (2004)
Camp Liberty Bell (2004)
Camp Edwards (2004)
Camp Garry Owen (2004)
Camp Giant (2004)

the
Umled States has made clear that it re-

Source: U.S. Forces Korea

Officials to make flight to show confidence in MV-22

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

ARLINTON, Va. — When Gen.
Bryan Brown parachutes Friday
out of an MV-22 Osprey, it'll be of
his own volition.

Brown, commanding general of
Special Operations Command,
will be joined by other top offi-
cials in an orientation of the
once-troubled tilt-rotor aircraft
program, including Air Force
Chief of Staff Gen. John Jumper,
who will revert to his days of
flight as he co-pilots one of the
Osprey flights at Marine Corps
Air Station New River, N.C.

Rounding out the passenger list
is Air Force Secretary James
Roche and Thomas O’Connell, as-
sistant secretary of defense for
Special Operations and Low-in-
tensity Conflict, who will be take
separate orientation flights to
learn more about the aircraft.

“It’s important to them to famil-
iarize themselves with the air-
craft,” Air Force spokesman Lt.
Col. Mike Caldwell said of

Roche’s and Jumper’s desires to
fly in the aircraft. “They haven’t
had a chance to fly on it before
and this gives them an opportuni-
ty to see it first-hand and have a
better idea of how they want to
carry on with the program in the
future.”

In August 2000, a Marine Corps
Osprey crashed during a training
flight in Arizona, killing its 19 pas-
sengers. Another crashed in De-
cember that same year in North
Carolina, killing four Marines
and bnngmg the testing program
to a halt. But since the MV-22 re-
turn to flight in May 2002, the air-
crafts have more than 1,740 safe
and incident-free flight hours,
Campbell said.

The Marine Corps has not
taken any steps crews would not
ordinarily take to prepare for the
flights, even if it's for the Air
Force Secretary and Chief of
Staff and other high-ranking offi-
cials, said Corps spokesman Capt.
Jerome Bryant.

The MV-22 has tilt-rotor capabil-
ities that let it take off and land ver-

r

Photos courtesy of DoD

A Bell Boeing MV-22 Osprey comes in for a landing at the Pentagon on
Sept. 8, 1999, Military officials are going to show their confidence in
the once-troubled aircraft by making a flight in an Osprey on Friday.

tically like a helicopter, but fly like
a fixed-wing airplane. It is being
built by Boeing’s helicopter divi-
sion and Bell Helicopter Textron.

The Air Force wants 50
Ospreys for special operations
missions, and the Marine Corps in-
tends to buy 360 to replace its
aging fleet of CH-53D Sea Stallion
and CH-46E Sea Knight helicop-

ters as its primary troop transport-
er. The Navy might buy about 50.
Putting top leaders into the air-
craft “puts a glowing endorse-
ment on the program itself if
they're willing to do something
like that,” said J. Joseph, a retired
e Corps colonel with 20,000
flight hours in aircraft ranging
from general aviation to high per-
formance military and air carrier

aircraft, including 22 years of ex-
perience in aviation accident anal-
ysis and reconstruction. He cur-
Tently is a commercial airline

“The testing program has gone
on long enough. I think this is a
prudent move,” said Joseph, who
never has flown the Osprey, but
has followed closely the program,
especially after a Marine Corps
pilot friend was killed in initial
tesung about 10 years ago.

e program faced a num-
ber of setbacks. It's complicated
new technology, but the Marine
Corps has put it's best foot for-
ward and done a good job on its
testing program,” Joseph said.

It's been a roller coaster of a
ride for the program, which got
started in 1989 and twice faced
cancellation, first because of the
program’s hlgh costs, and again
because of the 2000 fatal crashes.

But Marine Corps leaders esp:
cially have remained steadfast in
keeping the program alive, main-
taining that the technology is
sound and proven, and the Corps
needs the versatile aircraft.
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General wi

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Air
Force general who would have
been the first from his service to
command all U.S. forces in the Pa-
cific is giving up his presidential
nomination in the face of a fierce
political fight between the Air
Force and the Senate over a con-
troversial deal with Boeing Co.

The Pentagon announced
Wednesday night that Gen. Grego-
ry S. Martin, who appeared at his
confirmation hearing earlier in
the day before the Senate Armed
Services Committee, had request-

ed that his
nomination
to  succeed
Adm. Tho-

erof U.S. Pa-
cific  Com-
mand be
withdrawn.
The Penta-
gon  state-
ment gave
no reason for
the extraordi-
nary reversal, but a spokesman
for Air Force Materiel Command,
which Martin has headed since

Martin

August 2003, said Martin be-
lieved that questions raised at the
hearing about his connection to
the Boeing deal made his confir-
mation problematic.

Bryan Whitman, a spokesman
for Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld, said Rumsfeld agreed
to pull the nomination. He said no
decision had been made on a new
nominee for the Pacific Com-
mand job, which is responsible
for US. military operations
throughout the Pacific and por-
tions of the Indian Ocean.

Martin would have been the
first Air Force officer to hold the
Pacific Command post, which has

Friday, October 8, 2004

traditionally been held by a Navy
admiral.

Fargo is scheduled to retire this
fall, but he apparently will re-
main until another nominee is
chosen and confirmed by the Sen-
ate.

It's not clear whether Martin
will remain at Air Force Materiel
Command.

Martin’s troubles at his confir-
mation hearing began with state-
ments and questions posed by
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz. They
pertained to a controversy over
the Air Force's proposed deal
with Boeing to lease 767 planes
for use as aerial tankers, and to a

thdraws as PACOM nominee

scandal involving a former Air
Force civilian official, Darleen
Druyun, who was sentenced to
nine months in prison Friday for
helping Boeing obtain a lucrative
contract in exchange for an execu-
tive job at the company.

Martin is not accused of wrong-
doing in either matter, but
McCain asserted that the general
was “involved” in the $23 billion
tanker  lease  arrangement.
McCain pressed him so hard on
the issues Wednesday that Mar-
tin concluded his confirmation
would be held up for months, said
Col. Jack Ivy, spokesman for Air
Force Materiel Command.

House passes health benefits
bill for reservists and veterans

The Associated Press

'WASHINGTON — The House voted early Thurs-
day to extend health coverage for reservists, reflect-
ing the longer periods of active duty being required
of National Guard and Reserve members.

The legislation, approved by voice vote, increases
from 18 months to 24 months the maximum period
under which reservists covered by the Uniformed
Services Employment and Re-employment Rights
Act can continue employer-sponsored health care
coverage.

The bill also strengthens lease termination protec-
tions enacted into law last year for the dependents
of service members who are given military orders to
move.

Another provision outlines civil penalties for fidu-
ciaries who misuse the assets of service members.

Veterans’ Affairs Committee Chairman Christo-
pher Smith, R-N.J., and others expressed regret that
the final bill did not contain a provision allowing the
Veterans Affairs Department to provide postnatal
care to newborns of female veterans receiving ma-
ternity care who are without other health insurance
coverage.

Separately, the House passed by voice a bill that
expands a 2001 law that provides grants to pro-
grams addressing the problem of homeless veter-
ans. Smith estimated that since 2001 the numbers of
homeless veterans had decreased from 275,000 to
200,000.

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va.— The U.S.
Marine Corps failed to recog-
nized the potentially serious
health risks of the contaminated
drinking water and did not ade-
quately inform its residents at
the Camp Lejeune, N.C., base
who consumed it, according to a
report from the independent
panel convened by the Comman-
dant to analyze the debacle.

Officials discovered the toxic
i in the early 1980s in

ton, Tenn. The Memphls Belle is destined for the U.S.

Air Force Museum in Dayton, Ohio. The Belle

one
of the first B-17 bombers to complete 25 combat missions over German-occupied Europe in World War I1.

Historic airplane leaves namesake city

BY W0ODY BAIRD
The Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — The Memphis Belle, the
‘World War II bomber that was named for its pilot’s
sweetheart, is headed north to the Air Force’s nation-
al museum in Dayton, Ohio.

Local preservationists who have struggled for de-
cades to keep the plane in its namesake city are not
pleased, but seem resigned to the move.

The Belle was one of the first B-17s to complete a
required 25 combat missions over German-occu-
pied Europe. Its crew came home for a nationwide
bond-selling tour and the Belle became a wartime
symbol of heroism and sacrifice.

Atthe U.S. Air Force National Museum, it will con-
tinue to help tell the story of the air war over Eu-
rope, officials say.

The Belle association, financed by private dona-
tions, partially restored the Belle and put it on pub-
lic display in Memphis in 1987.

It was moved to a hangar at a former Navy air
base last year for more restoration, and about a thou-
sand visitors a month drop by to watch the work on
the plane.

The Belle was the focus of two movies, the first a
‘War Department documentary by film maker Will-
iam Wyler. In 1990, Warner Brothers released a
commercial movie called “Memphis Belle,” based
loosely on the combat experiences of the plane’s
crew.

the drinking water, particularly
in supply that provided water to
the two housing complexes of
Hadnot Point and Tarawa Ter-
race.

The panel, appointed in Febru-

ary by Gen. Michael W. Hagee,
cnnclzed the Naval Facilities
Engineering Command Atlantic
Division, those who tested the
water, as being “not aggressive
in providing Camp Lejeune wi
information and expertise to
help the base understand the sig-
cance of the contamination

and how it could have been ad-
dressed,” the report reads.

“Inadequate funding, staffing
and training of Camp Lejeune’s
Environmental Division, com-
bined with its compliance-based
approach to regulations, contrib-
uted to a lack of understanding
about the potential signi

Report cites failures
in case of Lejeune
contaminated water

Other panelists included retired
Manne Corps Gen. Richard
Hearney, assistant comman-
dant from 1994 to 1996; Robert
Pirie Jr., assistant Navy secre-
tary for Installations and Envi-
ronment from 1994 to 2000; Jer-
ome Gilbert, a water expert and
former executive officer of the
California State Water Resourc-
es and Control Board; and Rob-
ert Tardiff, a toxicology and en-
vironmental e Xpert.

In May 1982 scientists found
the presence of degreaser tri-
choloroethylene, or TCE, and
the dry-cleaning solvent tetra-
chloroethylene, or PCE, in

ng water at Tarawa Ter-
race and Hadnot Point. The
wells were not shut down until
three years later. Eventually,
the source of the contamination
was traced to a commercial dry-
cleaners near the main gate and
a vehicle maintenance and body
shop on the base.

In July, the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Regis-
ry, a unit of the US. Depart-
ment of Health and H man
vices, released p
sults of a health survey of 12, 598

children born to women who
lived at Camp Lejeune from
1968 to 1985 that revealed 103
of the children suffered child-
hood cancers or birth defects.

The panel recommended the
Corps upgrade environmental
and risk icatil i

of the first indications of contam-
ination and subsequent test data
in the early 1980s.”

However, the panel conclud-
ed that base officials acted re-
sponsibly, the report states, and
the water testers and base offi-
cials aren’t the only ones at
fault, the three-member panel
concluded.

“Factors that appear to have
hindered Camp Lejeune from
quickly recognizing the signifi-
cance of contamination from vol-
atile  organic  compounds
(VOCs) include: the absence of

atory  standards;  no
records of water quality com-
plaints m base residents;
water sampling errors; and in-
consistent sampling results.”
e panel was headed by
Ronald Packard, who served as

ing for base leadership and
staffs, and make public the pan-
el's ﬁndmgs, which it did.

also rewmmended the
ATSDR expe epidemio-
logical study of posslble health
effects from contaminated drink-
ing water at Camp Lejeune.

For the next 30 days, the Ma-
rine Corps seeks public com-
ment on the Panel's report.
Those interested can write to
the Drinking Water Fact-Find-
ing Panel for Camp Lejeune,
1530 Wilson Blvd., Suite 100, Ar-
lington, VA 22209; or e-mail cl-
survey@hgme.usme.mil

The full report will be avail-
able on the Internet at the Ma-
rine Corps’ Camp Lejeune Web
site: http://www.usmc.mil/cam-
plejeune/clbwatersurveyin-
fo.nsf/

a California
Congress from 1983 to. 2000,

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
iontzs@stripes.osd.mil
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Officials argue over Delay ethics findings

Democrats suggest leadership change while Republicans stand by “The Hammer’

BY SUZANNE GAMBOA
The Associated Press

'WASHINGTON — Leading House Republicans and Dem-
ocrats exchanged harsh recriminations Thursday over the
second ethics committee rebuke in a week for Rep. Tom
DelLay, the GOP’s No. 2 leader.

The day after the 57-year-old Texan was cited by the
House ethics committee for questionable conduct, Demo-
cratic Leader Nancy Pelosi said his Republican colleagues
should decide whether “they want an ethically unfit person
to be their majority leader, or do they want to remove the
ethical cloud that hangs over the Capitol?”

Her news conference came as House Speaker Dennis
Hastert staunchly defended DeLay, calling him “a good
man” and attacking the freshman Democratic congressman
whose complaint launched the investigation.

The had

Delay,
R-Texas, for credlmg an appearance of giving donors spe-
cial access on pending energy legislation and using the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration to intervene in a Texas politi-
cal dispute.

Last week, the same committee admonished him for offer-
ing to endorse the House candidacy of a House member’s
son in exchange for the member’s favorable vote on a Medi-

care prescription drug bill.

The committee’s publicly issued
findings constituted the panel’s mild-
est punishment, and spared DeLay
| from a lengthy investigation.

§  But the committee noted the rare
back-to-back admonishments and that
in 1999 DeLay received an ethics com-
mittee warning for pressuring a lobby
company to hire a Republican.

“In view of the number of instances
to date in which the committee has
found it necessary to comment on con-
duct in which you engaged, it is clear-
ly necessary for you to temper your future actions,” it said
in a letter to DeLay.

DeLay is one of the nation’s most partisan political lead-
ers and most successful money-raisers. He has long been
known in the Capitol as “The Hammer.”

The committee of five Democrats and five Republicans
delayed action on an allegation that DeLay violated Texas
campaign finance laws. A Texas grand jury investigation
has so far led to indictments of three DeLay associates and
eight corporations.

DeLay said he considers the complaint against him dis-

missed, but accepted the committee’s
guidance. He called the complaint an-
other personal attack by Democrats
that fell short “not because of insuffi-
cient venom, but because of insuffi-
cient merit.”

Pelosi, D-Calif., held a news confer-
ence as Hastert, R Il1., was criticizing
Rep. Chris Bell, D- Texas who flled
the complaint.

DeLay “fights hard for what he be-
lieves, but he has never put personal
interests ahead of the best interests of
the country,” Hastert said in a written

statement.

The ethics panel told DeLay that he created an appear-
ance of favoritism when he mingled at a 2002 golf outing
with executives of Westar Energy of Kansas.

The tournament at a Virginia resort came just days after
the executives contributed $25,000 to Texans for a Republi-

can

DeLay.
The committee made clear that DeLay did not solicit con-

tributions from Westar in return for a favor, which would

have been far more serious.

Associated Press Writer Larry Margasak contributed to this report.

ajority, a fund-raising organization associated with

Hunter indicted for starting
last year’s Cedar Fire in Calif.

BY SETH HETTENA

The Associated Press

destroyed 3,650 homes in six
Southern California counties.

“You can certainly blame him
for starting the fire, but you can’t

Martinez’s blame him for

SAN DIEGO — A federal lawyer, Jose ; ot ryin ]y, 1O ing it b
grand jury indicted a hunter on  Martinez, was 4k YOU can certainly  gu»""" Case
charges he started the largest told of the Yy said. “There
wildfire in California history — grand jury in- blame him for were lots of
last years Cedar Fire, which dictment by a  starting the fire, other  people
charred 273,000 acres and killed reporter and de- X who failed to do
15 people. clined to com- but you can’t what meyd need-
nd jury in San Diego re- ment. . . to do to
turned the indictment Wednes-  The US. For-  Olame him for not  cause it to go
day, charging Sergio Martinez, est Service had out of control.”

34, of West Covina with setting
timber afire last Oct. 25 and mak-
ing a false statement. He faces up
to 10 years in prison if convicted
on both counts.

Martinez started the fire to sig-
nal for help after he became lost
on a deer hunting trip in the
Cleveland National Forest, ac-
cording to the county sheriff’s de-
partment.

Driven by hot Santa Ana winds,
the Cedar Fire quickly swept

issued  Sergio
Martinez a mis-
demeanor cita-
tion that night
for setting an
unauthorized

fire. He was re-
leased with a
warning that he
could face felo-
ny charges if
people were in-
jured or homes

There were lots of
other people who
failed to do what
they needed to do

putting it out.

Martinez was
severely dehy-
drated and bor-
derline  deliri-

is implanted into separate eggs
and incubated for months to
allow the virus to grow.

Breaking some eggs to make a vaccine
For a half century, flu vaccine has been produced by growing the
virus in fertilized chicken eggs, requiring several months. Researchers
are now working on new methods that would not rely on eggs.

Each year, health experts analyze flu activity
and viruses to identify three target strains,
which can change from year to year.

(4]

¥ e

Target viruses are sent to
vaccine makers, where each v

A
N
& -
L

Virus infected fluid is culled from
the eggs and blended into a single
vaccine that includes all three
strains. The entire process takes
at least six months.

ous when sher-
iff's deputies in
a rescue heli-

copter  picked
to cause it to go ~ himup afterre-

X sponding to a
out of control. 9y call of a lost

B hunter, authori-
Linda Chase ties said. When

relief center director

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; National Institutes of Health AP

Lack of back-up plan for
flu shots upsets many

through tinder-dry brush and
trees, killing 15 people and burn-
ing more than 2,000 homes. It
was the worst fire in the brutal on-
slaught last fall that killed 23 and

destroyed.

Linda Chase, director of a re-
lief center assisting fire victims,
said that Martinez can’t be held
solely accountable.

they first spot-
ted Martinez,
he was waving frantically from
atop a small mountain as a near-
by flame shot into the air.

House GOP, Senate have terror bill showdown

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House GOP leaders braced

An earlier version of the Senate-passed bill —
which was to be offered Thursday by Rep. Robert
-N.J. and has been pushed by Reps.

Thursday for a1

with the Sen-

Chri Shays, R-Conn., and Carolyn Maloney,

ate over versions of

written in

response to the terror-fighting recommendations of

the Sept. 11 commission.

Republicans leaders say the House version, which
includes creation of a national intelligence director
as well as anti-terrorism, illegal immigration, bor-
der-security and identity-theft powers, is the best
bill and should be the one that prevails.

“It’s real simple. The House bill — every single
word of it — will make the American people safer,”
House Majority Leader Tom DeLay, R-Texas, pro-
claimed as Congress neared adjournment.

D-N.Y. — was being presented as a replacement for
the House GOP bill.

Shays and Maloney say their proposal — which is
identical to the Menendez amendment — was held
back to that GOP leaders could depict the Senate ver-
sion as being a purely Democratic on the House floor.

The House plans to have something finished be-
fore the end of the week, and that bill would have to
be reconciled with the one that overwhelmingly
passed the Senate on Wednesday.

The Associated Press

DENVER — Josh Duignan got
his first flu shot last year when his
wife was pregnant with their first
child. While son Ethan will get a
shot this year, Duignan isn’t sure
whether he’ll also get a chance to
roll up his sleeve.

Health officials nationwide are
urging healthy adults and school-
children to skip the shot because
British regulators have shut down
a major flu-shot supplier. The
news carries particular concern in
Colorado, which was the epicenter
of last year’s flu season with
12,885 reported cases and the
deaths of 12 children.

With 46 million doses now un-
available, the government says the
54 million flu shots left from a
rival firm should be reserved for
youngsters ages 6-23 months, peo-
ple 65 or older, anyone living with
babies younger than 6 months and
others in high-risk groups.

Duignan knows his pediatrician
has enough doses to vaccinate
Ethan, now 7 months, but isn’t
sure whether he will get a shot.
f they turn me down, I don’t

know what I'll do,” he said.

“But I'm going to get one this
I promised my wife I
would.”

The shutdown of flu vaccine pro-
duction at Chiron Corp. has
slashed supplies across the na-

tion.“Worst-case scenario, we will
have probably more patients
being hospitalized with pneumo-
nia,” said Dr. Wellington Liu, med-
ical director of Kateri Medical Res-
idence in New York City.

“It’s kind of disappointing that
we didn’t have more than two
sources to get the vaccine,” com-
plained Dan Knuth, 59, of New
Brighton, Minn., who said he prob-
ably won't get a shot this year.

“It shows the vulnerablllty of
our health care system.”
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Bush, Kerry health care plans differ sharply

BY MARK SHERMAN
The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — Although a raucous
debate over national security has dominat-
ed the presidential campaign, President
Bush and Democratic rival Sen. John
Kerry differ even more sharply on how to
provide better health care to more Ameri-
cans.

Kerry’s proposal dwarfs that of the presi-
dent, costing hundreds of billions of dollars
more and covering millions more people,
according to most independent and cam-
paign estimates.

“They couldn’t be more different. It's a
very clear choice,” said Linda Bergthold, a
Los Angeles-based consultant on employ-
er-provided health insurance for Watson
Wyatt Worldwide.

The Democrat’s plan seeks to stabilize
the private, employer-based insurance
market that covers more than 150 million
people, while expanding government

health care programs for children and the
poor. The ranks of the uninsured, current-
ly 45 million, would drop to 27 million peo-
ple over 10 years, according to a range of
estimates.

But it would be costly. The campaign
says the plan would cost taxpayers $653 bil-
lion over 10 years. Other estimates put the
cost at double that or more.

Bush would rely on tax incentives and
market-based choices for individuals in a
plan the White House says would extend
coverage to 11 million, and perhaps as
many as 17 million, people at a cost of $100
billion to $150 billion. Independent esti-
‘mates from the conservative American En-
terprise Institute and the Lewin Group say
the number of newly insured would be
more in the range of 7 million to 8 million.

Economists say neither proposal would
do much to rein in health care costs, al-
though both campaigns say features of
their plans would help.

For Bush, capping medical malpractice
awards would lead to fewer meritless law-
suits, a drop in malpractice insurance pre-
miums and substantial cost savings.

Kerry says coordinating care for people
with chronic illnesses would bring hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in savings. He
also would derive some savings from mal-
practice reform and permit prescription
medicines to be brought in from Canada, a
step he says would keep drug prices in
check

Among the components of the Kerry pro-
posal:

M The federal government would pick
up most of the tab for workers who incur
the highest medical bills, which the Kerry
campaign says would allow employers to
cut the annual cost of premiums for a fami-
ly by about $1,000, on average. Employers
would be required to offer health insur-
ance to all workers.

M Nearly all children and more working
adults with low incomes would be eligible

for government health insurance that is
paid jointly by Washington and the states.
The federal government would pick up a
substantial share of state costs.

M Small businesses and individuals be-
tween jobs as well as people S0 to 64 years
old would receive tax breaks to help them
buy insurance coverage.

Major elements of the Bush plan in-
clude:

M Tax breaks to individuals with low in-
comes who buy their own insurance pol
cies and for those who purchase high-de-
ductible policies and have health savings
accounts, tax-free investments that can be
used for health expenses.

M Association Health Plans to allow
small businesses in different states to band
together to offer insurance to workers.

W Stepped-up effort to enroll children
who already are eligible for govern-
ment -paid health care.

far, the health care issue has been
on Lhe periphery of a campaign that has
been dominated by Iraq and terrorism.

New tech makes volcano monitoring safer

Scientists: Threat of
eruption has passed
at Mount St. Helens

BY WILLIAM MCCALL
The Associated Press

'VANCOUVER, Wash. — Geolo-
gist David Johnston wouldn’t
have died on Mount St. Helens
today.

New equipment developed since
the 1980 eruption of the volcano
has made it possible for volcanolo-
gists to take better measurements
without hiking up the volatile
mountain, a requirement 24 years
ago that cost Johnson his life.

“Those measurements can be
made remotely now with GPS
(Global ~ Positioning ~ System)
equipment. You don’t need to be
up there on the volcano,” said
Dan Dzurisin, a fellow geologist
who was Johnston's friend and
colleague.

New technology has also al-
lowed scientists to make better

Texas executes man

HUNTSVILLE, Texas — A
death row inmate was execut-
ed Wednesday evening for a

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY/AP

U.S. Geological Survey scientist Michael Poland collects information Sept. 30 from a Global Positioning
System station on the east flank of Washington state’s Mount St. Helens. New equipment developed since

to take

the 1980 eruption has made it possible for

at a much safer distance.

fatal beating and stabbing in
1986.

Peter Miniel, 42, had wel-
comed the death penalty and
asked his attorney to file no
‘more appeals. He was the 15th
Texas prisoner executed this
year, and the second in as
‘many days.

Miniel only recently dis-
closed he was lying when he
pleaded innocent to
20-year-old Paul Manier, who
was beaten with a car shock ab-
sorber and a beer mug and
stabbed repeatedly with a
knife.

At the time of the slaying,
Miniel was on probation for ag-
gravated battery.

Edward Green IIT was put to
death Tuesday night despite his
attorneys’ pleas to halt the exe-
cution because of problems at
the Houston police crime lab.

Green, convicted of killing
two people in a 1992 robbery,
apologized to families of the
victims before he was execut-
ed by injection.

Green, 30, said he was high

predictions and improve their
overall understanding about the
complex geological forces at
work at a much safer distance.
The instruments that ring the
mountain prompted scientists to
announce Wednesday that the
danger of a strong eruption at any
moment has passed. Even so,

they warned the mountain could

continue venting steam and volca-

nic rock for several weeks.
Modern instruments have the

could detect changes in only one
direction, Dzurisin said.

‘The more sophisticated GPS in-
struments would have revealed
in the mountain that

eforma-
tion — changes in the shape of a
volcano — in three dimensions,
unlike the obsolete laser reflec-
tion systems in use in 1980 that

was not detected by the final read-
ing Johnston made before Mount
St. Helens exploded.

“Today, we would have

known,” Dzurisin said.

Besides GPS sensors that can
detect movement of just half an
inch, scientists can use infrared
heat detectors and specialized
radar to track changes in a volca-
no, said Jake Lowenstern, who
leads USGS volcano research at
Yellowstone National

after smoking marijuana and
embalming fluid when he and
a_friend confronted Edward
Haden, 72, and Helen O'Sulli-
van, 63. Haden and O’Sullivan
were shot.

Three more executions are
scheduled this month in Texas,
including one next week.

From The Associated Press

Rush Limbaugh

Fla. court rules Limbaugh’s records properly seized

BY JILL BARTON
The Associated Press

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. —
A Florida appeals court ruled
tha

ping,” or illegally visiting several
doctors to receive duplicate pre-
scriptions.

Limbaugh, 53, has not been
charged with a crime and the in-

not violate Rush Limbaugh’s pn-
vacy rights when they paid a sur-
prise visit to his doctors and
seized his medical records for an
investigation into his use of pain-
Killers.

Investigators raided the doc-
tors’ offices last November to see
if the conservative radio commen-
tator had engaged in “doctor shop-

had been at a stand-
still pending a decision on the
medical records, which prosecu-
tors have not yet been allowed to
examine.

The 4th District Court of Ap-
peal rejected Limbaugh’s claim
that his privacy rights trumped in-
vestigators’ power to seize his
records, and also said prosecu-
tors did not have to notify him of

their search warrants or give him
an opportunity to challenge them.

“The state’s authority to seize
such records by a validly issued
search warrant is not affected by
any right of privacy in such
records,” the three-judge panel
ruled.

Limbaugh’s attorney said he
will appeal.

“This was a fishing expedition
from the outset to see if there was
anything they could find to
charge me with,” Limbaugh said
on his afternoon radio show.
“There was no doctor-shopping,

but it was my contention all along
that I shouldn’t have to give up
my right to privacy to prove my
innocence.”
secutors  went after Lim-
baugh’s medical records after
learning he received about 2,000
painkillers, prescribed by four doc-
tors in six months, at a pharmacy
near his Palm Beach mansion.
Limbaugh admitted his addic-
tion to pain medication last Octo-
ber, saying it stemmed from se-
vere back pain. He took a
five-week leave from his after-
noon radio show to enter a rehab
program.
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(LAS VEGAS) REVIEW-JOURNAL/AP

Pamela Anderson struts her stuff to promotes her new Playboy gaming
machine at the Global Gaming Expo in Las Vegas on Wednesday.
There's no word on whether Anderson has plans to stay in Vegas, al-
though the return of sin to the city may appeal to the sexy star.

Las Vegas returns
to its sinful roots

BY MICHAEL MARTINEZ
Chicago Tribune

LAS VEGAS — Sisters Sarah
and Ruthie Steinberg swear it
was just innocent flirtation with
Lhe guys in the bar last night. Hon-

J ust don’t tell their boyfriends.

“It’s all innocent. Make sure
you put that in capital letters,”
Ruthie said.

Sarah is only 19. So whenever
they hit the nightclubs, Ruthie,
21, has to give sis her old driver’s
license to enter bars, fraudulently
and illegally. It works because
the sisters could pass for twins.

Ruthie then enters the tavern
five minutes later.

They're giggling at their antics,
recounted at an oxygen bar on
Fremont Street, the original
Vegas strip. Their noses are
rigged up to a tube carrying 85
percent oxygen, purer than ambi-
ent air’s 21.9 percent, according
to bartender Brandon Mobley,
whose pitch to the sisters was that
12 minutes of oxygen for $10 can
cure a hangover.

In playing down their mischief,
Ruthie invokes the desert’s new
rule: “What happens in Vegas,
stays in Vegas,” she said.

Her recitation of the Conven-
tion and Visitors Authority’s new
slogan — “What happens here,
stays here” — is close enough.

Sin is in again in Sin City.

The erstwhile pretense of the
nation’s gambling capital as fami-
ly vacation destination is over,
like a dice game with snake eyes.

In this high desert city where
people visit and sometimes stay

to start over, everyone has a story
to tell —or bury.

But some preferred other catch
phrases.

“If they want to go with the sin
thing, might as well as go to the
heart of the matter. Don’t family
it up,” said Ryan Fishel, 22, a cof-
fee-shop clerk and music student
at the University of Nevada-Las
Vegas.

Fishel, who moved with his fam-
ily to Vegas seven years ago from
Whittier, Calif., said he has seen
the dark side of Vegas. Until a
year ago, he said, he did a lot of
drugs and alcohol, and he can tell
you exactly where dope is sold
openly on Las Vegas Boulevard
between the old strip and new
one.

On the old strip, Jim and Kay
Cermak were making their first
visit to Las Vegas, though they
waited until their 50s to do so.

He’s a retired high school math
teacher and doesn’t gamble. “T
know better,” he said.

But she does. And found the
slots ungenerous.

They find the town as home to a
lot of “glitz, glamour and clamor-
ing for your dollar,” she added.

Back at the oxygen stand, Mob-
ley, 30, was showing his mother,
Debra Ward, 49, his new job,
which he started two weeks earli-
er. The rejuvenating gas is fla-
vored with extracts of peach, pep-
permint, lime or Australian euca-
lyptus, but Ward tasted nothing
but plastic.

“Vegas is its own world,” Ward
said. “Everything you want is
here. Any type of life you want is
here, good or bad.”
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Little gun not for charging

Minneapolis shop debuts credit-card-

BY STEVE KARNOWSKI
The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — In a new twist on the idea of
concealed weapons, a local gun maker and gun shop
are debuting a new type of firearm: one that could al-
most fit in your wallet.

It’s a two-shot weapon made from a piece of metal
the height and width of a standard credit card, and
about a half-inch thick. Each barrel fires seven stan-
dard steel BBs. It will retail for $100.

“This I can see being the ultimate self-defense
weapon,” said Mark Koscielski, owner of Kosciel-
ski’s Guns and Ammo, the only gun shop in Minneap-

Koscielski and Patrick Teel, who makes the guns
in suburban Blaine at his company AFT Incorporat-
ed, gave The Associated Press a preview on Tues-
day, a day before they planned to officially unveil
the device.

The credit card-sized shotgun is a muzzleloader,
meaning it doesn’t use shotgun shells. The user has
to measre out some gunpowder, pour it in each bar-
rel, drop seven BBs in each barrel, and tamp in a
small wad of paper. A knob on one end serves as a
safety, and two buttons set into a hole in the body
are the electrical triggers. Each barrel fires with a
Toud pop.

Another gun salesman was skeptical of the weap-
on’s self-defense value. Mike O’Brien, of Joe’s Sport-
ing Goods in St. Paul, wasn’t familiar with the new
devices, but said muzzleloading is a “slow and te-
dious” process.

“Us guys here would consider something like that
useless,” said O'Brien. “A .177 caliber BB is ballisti-
cally a joke, OK? I'm sure it could cause injury and
damage, but as a self-defense weapon, no. Not to any-
one familiar with firearms.”

A spokesman for the Brady Center To Prevent
Gun Violence was also dismissive.

“It’s a silly, silly idea,” spokesman Peter Hamm
said. “I don’t know that I would want to have one of
these in my pocket for my own personal safety,
never mind the safety of those around me.”

Guns that small have been around in various
styles for a long time, and some have become curiosi-
ties and collectors items, but have failed as weap-
ons, said O’Brien.

“It might do damage to eyes, that sort of thing. But
serious damage to a 200-pound drug crazed evildo-
er, no — it'd just make them mad,” he said.

Teel said the main value of the new gun is that it
gives the owner a chance to get away from an attack-
er.

“This is no more deadly than a .22,” Teel said.
“But the difference is you have multiple wounds,
which means you'll try to get away quicker, and it
will cause more pain. ... There will be more blood,
which the cops will be able to see.”

They said the guns are meant to be used for
close-range self-defense and wouldn’t be effective
as offensive weapons.

Patrick Teel has his finger on the trigger of a credit
card-sized shotgun Tuesday at Koscielski's Guns and
‘Ammo in Minneapolis. Teel makes the two-shot guns,
which sell for $100 each and are meant for
close-range self-defense, but have attracted criticism.

“They are very effective at five to 10 feet. They’re
absolutely useless at 20 feet,” Teel said.

e new guns don’t count as firearms under feder-
al regulations because they’re muzzleloaders, Ko-
scielski and Teel said. It’s illegal to carry one in Min-
nesota without a permit for a concealed handgun,
they said, and they both pledged not to sell them to
anyone without valid identification and either a
carry permit or a purchase permit.

Thirty-seven states have laws that require offi-
cials to issue concealed carry permits to qualified ap-
plicants and nine others have laws that give leflclali
some discretion over whether someone gets a per-
mit. Only Kansas, Illinois, Nebraska and Wisconsin
lack a law allowmg some form of concealed carrying
of guns.

Hamm said the Brady Center isn’t as concerned
about the credit card-sized sholgun as it is about
‘more powerful weapons because it's less likely to be
lethal. He saluted the makers’ ingenuity, but ques-
tioned whether the gun will find much of a market.

“It sounds like having a little grenade in your
pocket more than anything else,” he said.

‘Team America’ creators tone down

racy puppet sex scene for R rating

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — “South
Park” creators Trey Parker and
Matt Stone toned down the pup-
pet sex scene in their upcoming
film “Team America: World Po-
lice” and finally got an R rating,
Paramount Pictures said
Wednesday.

“Team America” uses mario-
nettes to satirize the war on ter-
ror, Hollywood peaceniks and ex-
plosion-filled action-movie cli-
ches.

Although the main characters
are 2-foot-tall puppets with visi-

ble strings guiding their move-
‘ments, a jokey — and explicit —
sex scene between two of them
originally earned the movie an
NC-17 rating.

That severely limits the distri-
bution, advertising and audience
for any movie, and the filmmak-
ers promised to bring “Team
America” into R-rated territory,
a studio representative said.

Although various puppets are
bloodily gunned down, eaten by
sharks or dismembered, the
scene of puppet love was a stick-
ing point until Parker and Stone
trimmed away some shots.

On Tuesday, the ratings board
gave the OK to the requested R
citing “graphic, crude and sexu-
al humor; violent images and
sL[‘ong language all involving
puppets.

The Mo\:ion Picture Associa-
tion of America’s initial rating is
regarded humorously by many
in Hollywood — especially since
the puppets have no genitalia,
just a network of joints and hing-
es.

“Team America” opens nation-
wide on Oct. 15, with sneak pre-
views this Saturday in hundreds
of theaters.
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EDITOR

Look for good in Germany

OK, I've had my last straw. The letter
“Peters ‘absolutely right’ ” (Oct. 2) was too
much for me to remain silent. I read the
comments by retired Lt. Col. Ralph Peters
in Stars and Stripes (Sept. 23-24 news arti-
cles), and there are a lot of parts with
which I tend to agree, but they involve crit-
icisms about the German government and
some involving the landlords. Where his
criticism falls short, and what everyone
has clamped onto, is the assessment of the
German people.

The letter writer uses a few examples to
justify her stance. First, the church in New
Ulm. I remember seeing the church and T
don’t recall anything plain or simple about
the entire thing. While I understand it
shouldn’t take decades to restore, I also un-
derstand the intricate details being
worked. As for Americans working hard
on construction projects, has anyone ever
driven on Interstate 64 in Hampton Roads,
Va,, between Fort Eustis and Norfolk? If
lhey ever finish that section, maybe we
can talk trash about the church.

Second, does the letter writer believe
that if she got a job at her local hardware
store in the States that everything would
be puppy dogs and ice cream? People are
protective of the jobs they view as theirs.
Perhaps she never heard of the good ol’
boy system.

And Germany has refused to help in the
war on terror? I guess German soldiers
guarding the U.S. posts don’t count. Nei
ther do the increased numbers in Afghani-
stan.

Bottom line is this: People are people
and no one is perfect. We both (Germany
and the United States) have people in the
work force who make the rest look bad.
Even in the Army, we have soldiers who
try to hide from work and pass on duties to
others. The trick is to look past those few
and see the whole — and appreciate what
the organization, or country, has to offer.

apt. Victor Baez-An

Logistical Support Area Anaconda, Iraq
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My friend’s father was a hostage in Leba-
non. His captivity denied him medical
treatment for cancer in its early stages;
the cancer became terminal and he suf-
fered a slow death subsequent to his re-
lease.

Many of us who are serving our nation
around the world are watching this elec-
tion with many different perspectives.
Many of us grew up in our teens watching
the Iranian hostage crisis on television and
were repulsed by the impotence of our
leaders at the time.

I was a brand-new Marine, just out of
Parris Island, S.C., when a terrorist drove
his truck into the Marine garrison in
Beirut. A few years later, it was payback
when we trounced Saddam Hussein in Op-
eration Desert Storm. By that time, I was
an intelligence officer with U.S. Central
Command and I saw a new type of respect
for our troops worldwide: Our military
was the envy of all nations; the Soviets
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Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

threw in the towel; we had a victory pa-
rade down Broadway and we participated
in innumerable congratulatory celebra-
tions around the globe for our victory.

We are facing a moment of truth right
now. Are we going to retreat to the days of
the Iranian hostage crisis or will we de-
mand victory for our sacrifices? Some of
our “well-meaning” citizens believe that
we should be brought home. This did not
save the life of my friend’s father. It would
condemn all of us, like him, to terminal
cancer: the cancer of defeatism. We would
slowly succumb to the terror cells that
would multiply to attack innocent people
around the world. The only option for our
survival is victory.

We should demand this understanding
from anyone who would be president. 1
never want my child to exist in a world
where her rights to liberty and freedom
are negotiable terms. Our leaders should
bring us home to a nation that is respected
and provides sanctuary to our families.
We need to communicate this sole option
to all those who have the authority to lead
our great democracy. Any policy other
than victory would be a slow death for all
of us.

Retired Army 1st Lt. Mel Gagliano
New York

Undeserving commander

Following the Florida debate last Thurs-
day, President Bush said at a Columbus,
Ohio, rally: “I will never submit America’s
national security to an international test.”
He was deriding Sen. John Kerry’s com-
mitment to consulting our allies before
rushing headlong into an avoidable catas-
trop

But hold on! What about Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon? Or one-time Iraqi
exile and former neoconservative darling
Ahmad Chalabi? Or Iraq’s interim prime
minister and suspected CIA asset Iyad Al-
lawi? Or the oil-rich House of Saud? If we
are looking for our national security being
submitted to an international test, need we
look any further? Didn’t Bush take quite a
few cues from [these men]? Why criticize
“Old Europe” when a handful of neocon-

servative favorites have disastrously driv-
en US foreign policy for the last 3'2

Clearly, Bush has flip-flopped on the “in-
ternational test” and, in so doing, has
failed the test. How can anyone take Bush

this presidential campaign
we've seen plenty of smoke and mirrors,
tons of mud, constant fear-mongering and
the untiring efforts by rich Republicans to
keep the real issues — and the truth — out
of sight and out of mind from America’s
voters. When the smoke clears and the mir-
rors lay shattered, these facts will remain:
Kerry volunteered while Bush vanished;
Kerry supports the middle class while
Bush supports the ultra-wealthy; and
Kerry is a statesman while Bush plays
one, badly, on TV.

Ultlmately, the Bush administration is
about making the world a cushy place for
its rich friends — at the expense of our
troops, who are willing to risk their lives
for their undeserving commander in chief.

Ed Thornburg
Wiirzburg, Germany

Thanks for the photos

I enjoyed the Archive Photo of the Day
of Joe DiMaggio and Bob Wicker’s story of
the Yankee Clipper’s surprise visit to the
Stars and Stripes office in Darmstadt, Ger-
many, in May 1962 (Stars and Stripes Web
site, Nov. 20, 2003). It must have been
around the same time that Joltin’ Joe ap-
peared at the Hainerberg post exchange
in Wnesbaden

was 14, on lunch break from ninth
grade at Gen. H.H. Arnold High School,
wolfing down a hamburger at the cafete.
ria, when the rumor went around that Joe
was signing autographs in the PX next
door. With $2 borrowed from my English
teacher, I ran to the sporting goods store,
bought a baseball and stood in line for Joe.
A few minutes later, I shook hands with
him and got my treasured autograph —
“Best Wishes, Joe DiMaggio.”

My collection of autographed baseballs
is small. The only other one I have was
signed by a group of major leaguers who
gave a baseball clinic in Germany. My dad
took me to a breakfast at a Wiesbaden
hotel for Frank Thomas, umpire Larry
Napp, Joe Garagiola and others. Thor
had been traded from Pittsburgh to Cincin-
nati the day before. In his speech, Thomas
said his trade had come as a complete sur-
prise to him. Maybe he found out about it
the same way the rest of us did, by reading
it in Stars and Stripes that morning.

The photos of Elvis Presley in uniform
in Germany on the Web site reminded me
of my fellow Wiesbaden student, Priscilla
Beaulieu. As smart as she was pretty, she
dropped her Wiesbaden boyfriends to be-
come Mrs. Presley.

The collection of celebrities and soldiers
whose images were captured somewhere
by Stars and Stripes photographers over
the years is remarkable. Thanks, Stars and
Stripes, for Archive Photo of the Day and
for awakening some great memories.

Frank Deak
Tampa, Fla.

a;

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Panel discussion: If cartoonists had rules

BY JOEL PETT

he 32-page predebate memoran-
dum of agreement hammered out
by lawyers for President Bush and
Sen. John Kerry covered all the
bases: positioning, podiums, pens, notes,
lights, cameras, actions. But overlooked by
the media was the oppressive “document in
principle” recently forced upon visual sati-
rists by the two campaigns, which has al-
ready resulted in prosecutions. A sample:

Michael “Mike” Luckovich

Charged with: gross disregard of para-
graph 43(w): “The President shall not be rep-
resented in an unnaturally diminutive man-
ner, nor portrayed in any fashion such as to
cause association with any creature of the
elf, goblin fairy or gremlin families, nor any
relative theresuch, or fictional adaptation
thereof. Additionally, the President is to be
depicted with facial expressions displaying
resolve, confidence, strength and suchlike
qualities deemed to be Presidential (see
sub-attachment 1600p). Any depiction of the
eyes deemed to be ‘beady,’ or of the mouth
in a ‘smirk’ or ‘smirk-like’ manner, is strictly
prohibited.”

Patrick “Pat” Oliphant

Charged with: 1) See paragraph 43(w)
2) Flagrant evasion of Articles 02, C02, H,
and He [Oliphant’s work accompanies this

column]: “The Challenger shall not be de-
picted, represented, drawn, illustrated or
otherwise rendered in such manner as to de-
tract from his official image as War Hero.
No suggestion of the lack of skeletal or struc-
tural support, or the need for internal infla-
tion by gaseous, liquid, solid or other com-
pound, will be allowed. Nor shall said Chal-
lenger be portrayed in other than an ‘u-
pright’ position. ‘Upright’ shall be under-
stood, in accordance with generally accept-
ed principles of physics, to exclude horizon-
tal, diagonal or other stances not heretofore
associated with a podium, lectern or the
like.”

Frederick “Ted” Rall

Charged with: serial disregard of Sched-
ule 911(01): “The Commander in Chief’s like-
ness, caricature or iconic or symbolic repre-
sentation shall not evoke, cause association
with, or call to mind any undemocratically
selected official, including, but not limited
to, dictators, strongmen, iron fists or genera-
lissimos. Nor shall it be associated with any
past or present representatives of juntas, up-
start rebellions, banana republics, puppet
dictatorships or other states (excluding Flori-
da) where the institutions of democracy are
suspect, illegitimate, untested or question-
ably administered.”

Matthew “Matt” Davies
Charged with: 1) See paragraph 43(w)

e

2) Casual disregard of Coif Integrity
Clause, Sections (J), (F) and (K): “Candi-
dates shall be accorded the courtesy of the
artistic inclusion of all currently attached
and functional follicles, whether artificially
tinted or supported, and shall not have said
follicles satirically disturbed by scissors,
clippers, tweezers or similar instruments,
nor by means of any manually manipulated
or fossil-fuel-powered machines. In addi-

tion, no suggestion of any physical or medi-
cal shortcoming, such as implied by the pres-
ence of bandages, plasters, salves or any sim-
ilar such accessories, equipment or supplies
shall be allowed, accepled tolerated, recom-
mended, put up with, abided, countenanced
or otherwise gone along with.”

Joel Pett is the Pulitzer Prize-winning editorial
cartoonist of the Lexington (Ky,) Herald-Leader. His
appears in USA This column first

appeared in the Los Angelss Times.

Comparisons mean Afghanistan’s off radar screen

BY FRED HIATT
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON

n 1991, as civil war raged in Afghani-

stan and the ranks of Islamic radicals

there swelled, the first President Bush

turned to a CIA briefer and asked, puz-
zled, “Is that thing still going on?”

That chilling anecdote is recounted in
“Ghost Wars: The Secret History of the CIA,
Afghanistan, and Bin Laden, from the Soviet
Invasion to September 10, 2001.” The book,
by my colleague Steve Coll, is, among many
other themes, about America’s self-defeat-
ing inability to stay focused on anything for
very long. This came to mind again last
week when, in a presidential debate on for-
eign policy, not a single question focused on
Afghanistan, though the United States invad-
ed that country under the current President
Bush and still has more than 20,000 troops
waging war and keeping peace there.

The candidates did invoke Afghanistan,
but more as a symbol than as a real country.
Bush repeatedly referred to the importance
of a “free Afghanistan”; Sen. John Kerry
cited it only to underline the folly of having
diverted resources to Iraq. Neither simplis-
tic portrait did justice to Afghanistan’s mix-
ture of progress and problems, nor to the
challenges a U.S. president will face there in
the next four years.

Those chalienges were brought home last
week during a visit to Washington by Af-
ghanistan’s finance minister. Ashraf Ghani,
who spent 24 years working at the World
Bank and teaching anthropology at Berkeley
and Johns Hopkins University, understands
all too well Americans’ short attention span
and our desire to move smartly to the post-
game score-settling. But Afghanistan can’t
afford to get caught up in that mentality, he
said.

“Getting to stability is not a five-year pro-
cess but a 10-year process,” Ghani said.
“Getting to prosperity takes longer.”

Alot of good things are taking place in his
country, contrary to Kerry’s description of

an unrelenting downward spiral. Since the
medieval Taliban fell in late 2001, the econo-
my has begun to revive.

Trade is booming, cities are rebuilding,
markets are lively. In recent months the gov-
ernment has made progress toward disarm-
ing some of the warlords who control much
of the country. As Bush said, millions of Af-
ghan men and women have registered to
vote in presidential elections to be held Sat-
urday. “People are a lot happier here now
than before, and they are moving toward a
modern life,” one 26-year-old recently told
‘The Washington Post’s Pamela Constable in
Kandahar.

But as Constable’s reporting makes clear,
Afghanistan also has plenty of problems,
some of them worsening. Opium production
and the corruption it engenders probably
rank first on that list; Taliban attacks are in-
creasing in remote areas; intimidation con-
tinues of women who seek to vote and girls
who attend school; the Kabul government is
far from asserting its writ throughout the
country.

The Bush administration is partly respon-

sible for these problems, though not primari-
ly because of the diversion Kerry cites.
When the Taliban fell, the Pentagon explicit-
ly rejected nation-building, choosing instead
to work through warlords who had helped
unseat the dictators. Only last year did the
administration reverse course. NATO is part-
ly responsible, too, because European coun-
tries have been slow to meet their promises
to supply peacekeeping troops and even
slower to admit that drug lords also must be
faced.

Mostly Afghanistan’s history is responsi-
ble: a quarter-century of civil war that
forced millions into exile and destroyed
much of the nation’s infrastructure. “What
used to take two hours’ driving now takes six
hours,” Ghani said.

The professor-turned-workaholic-minis-
ter said that average per-person annual in-
come grew from about $200 to $240 in the
past year. In seven years, if these “miracle
rates” of growth continue, he hopes to reach
$500. A country with $1,000 average per cap-
ita income, he said, no longer engages in
drug production.

Ghani has a vision for how such growth
can be achieved. It depends on democracy
and decentralization, and on maintaining
flows of foreign aid without creating a for-
eign-aid culture in which U.N. drivers earn
10 times as much as health ministry bureau-
crats.

1t depends, too, on whether the West can
keep Afghanistan in its thoughts before it be-
comes a crisis again. So far, he said, the
Bush administration’s attention “has really
not wavered,” but the media mostly have
proven unable to handle two major stories at
once.

Attacks, assassination anempts, elections

— these are covered, but not “the fluidity,
and the range of possibilities.”

And that range is enormous, he said, and
of enormous consequence: on the one hand
a democratic Muslim country at the cross-
roads of Central Asia that wants a partner-
ship with the West; on the other, conflict, fun-
damentalism, narcoterror. With a_profes-
sor’s understatement, Ghani concluded:
“Both the opportunity and the threats are
very major.”

Fred Hiatt is The Post's editorial page editor.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Pakistan bans public gatherings after attack

At least 39 people killed, about 100 Wounded after bombs explode at Sunni Muslim rally

BY KHALID TANVEER
The Associated Press

MULTAN, Pakistan — Paki-
stan announced a ban on religious
and political gatherings nation-
wide after a bomb attack against
Sunni Muslim radicals in a cen-
tral city early Thursday killed at
least 39 people and wounded
about 100 others.

Police suspected it was a sectar-
ian attack, and army troops were
deployed fo keep order in Multan,
where about 2,000 angry Sunnis
gathered outside a hospital where
victims were taken, shouting “Shi-
ites are infidels!” and slogans
against the government.

The bombing came less than a
week after a suicide attack left 31
dead at a Shiite mosque in an east-
ern city.

Late Thursday, Interior Minis-
ter Aftab Khan Sherpao told re-
porters that the ban on public

peared to be a second bomb at-
tached to a motorcycle went off,
deputy city police chief Arshad
Hameed said.

Officials at the Nishtar govern-
ment hospital said at least 39 peo-
ple were Killed and more than 100
were wounded, about 50 serious-
ly. Some 50 others were treated
for minor injuries and later dis-
charged. Other people were
taken to other clinics.

Pools of blood and shoes of the
victims were scattered at the
scene, near the charred remains
of the car.

Sherpao said it was a re-
mote-controlled bomb planted i
side a Suzuki car. Police estimat-
ed it weighed about 15 pounds,
and said most injuries were
caused by flying metal from the
vehicle.

1t did not appear to be a suicide
attack because no body parts
were found inside the car, Multan

gatherings — except for prayers
on Friday, the Muslim sabbath —
had been imposed to prevent any
‘more attacks by terrorists. He did
not say how long the ban would
ast.

Police tightened security in
other cities. In Karachi, scene of
sectarian terrorist attacks and un-
rest in May, extra police were de-

ployed at mosques.
Thursday’s
pened before dawn.
A car bomb exploded near

bloodshed  hap-

where some 3,000 people had con-
gregated overnight in a residen-
tial area of Multan to mark the an-
niversary of the death of the lead-

attack last year.

er of the outlawed Sunni radical
group Sipah-e-Sahaba killed in an

Two minutes later, what ap-

police chief Sikander Hayyat told

A" the private Geo television net-

Victims of a bomb blast at a Sunni Muslim gathering are treated Thursday at a hospital in Multan, Pakistan.
About 2,000 angry Sunnis gathered outside the hospital after two bombs exploded at the rally, ki
least 39 people. The mob at the hospital shouted “Shiites are infidels!” and slogans against the government.

g at Sunni Muslims make up about
80 percent of the 150 million peo-
ple in Pakistan, and most of the
rest are Shiites. The vast majority
of both sects live in harmony but
radical elements on both sides
carry out attacks.

Austrian wins Nobel in literature

BY MATT MOORE
The Associated Press

STOCKHOLM, Sweden — Austrian
writer Elfriede Jelinek, a reclusive au-
thor whose strident feminism, leftist pol-
itics and pacifism are common themes
in her works, won the Nobel Prize in lit-
erature Thursday for what the Swedish
Academy called the “musical flow of
voices and counter-voices.”

In an interview at her home in Vien-
na, Jelinek told The Associated Press
she was honored by the prize, but said
she wasn’t mentally prepared to attend
the Dec. 10 award ceremony in Stock-

olm.

“I haven’t had time to think yet. It is
the biggest honor,” she said. “I'm not
going to Stockholm because I'm not in a
‘mental shape to withstand such ceremo-
nies. I, unfortunately, suffer from a so-
cial phobia.”

With reporters and well-wishers con-
stantly calling her and ringing her door
bell, Jelinek said her plans for the com-
ing davs were simple: “to disappear.”

“I can't stand” the attention that
comes with the prize, she said.

Only 10 women, including Jelinek,
have won the prestigious prize since it
was founded in 1901.

Swedish
Ambassador
in Austria
Gabriella
Lindholm,
right, congrat-
ulates the
Nobel Prize
winner in
literature,
Elfriede
Jelinek, on
Thursday in
her home at
Vienna.

P

“They assured me that I received the
prize because they value my work, not
because I am a woman,” Jelinek said.

Though her work is famous in Ger-
man-speaking countries, and widely
translated in French, her most famous
novel was 1983’s “The Piano Teacher,”
which was adapted into a 2001 film by
director Michael Haneke.

The novel and the film tell the story of
a piano instructor, Erika — a demand-
ing taskmaster who embarks on a dra-
matic affair with a younger music stu-
dent.

The Nobel Prize could boost sales of
her works, including in markets where
she’s not widely translated, including
other parts of Europe and the United
States.

Her latest play, “Bambiland,” written
in 2003 and translated into English in
2004, is a head-on attack against the
U.S-led invasion of Iraq. But Horace
Engdahl, permanent secretary of the
academy, emphasized that the prize
should not be interpreted as a political
comment.

Music sharing cr

LONDON — An international music
industry group said Thursday it was
launching hundreds of lawsuits across
Europe accusing people of piracy for il-
legally sharing music on the Internet.

The lawsuits target 459 groups and in-
dividuals in Britain, France, Germany,

“After spending more than a year

Denmark, Italy and Ausma, the Inter-
national of the

ic Industry said.

The lawsuits include criminal and
civil R

raising that file-sharing
other people’s copyrighted music is ille-
gal and sending tens of millions of in-

people alleged to have put copynghted
songs onto Internet net-
works and offering them to millions of
people worldwide without permission,
the London-based group said.

, we are now prepared to
do more than talk about the law, but to
enforce it,” said the group’s chairman
and chief executive, Jay Berman.

Official says EU
to take reins of

Bosnia force from
NATO on Deec. 2

BY RAF CASERT
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The European Union is
planning to take over the peacekeeping mission in
Bosnia, its biggest military operation yet, on Dec. 2,
an EU official said Thursday.

EU foreign ministers meeting Monday in Luxem-
bourg are to approve the operational plan for the
mission, which includes the date for the transfer of
power and how the U.S. contingent within the force
of 7,000 soldiers will be replaced, the official, who
asked not to be identified, said.

“We are mainly plannmg for the EU headquar-
ters to assume responsibility,” the official said.

More than 1,000 U.S. troops will be replaced by
EU personnel, with the biggest contingent coming
from Finland.

U.S. Brig. Gen. Schook is the last commander of
the current force, known by its abbreviation SFOR.
The European Union Force, or EUFOR, will have
the same mandate to pmvlde a safe environment in
the nation.

More than 60,000 NATO-led troops from more
than 40 countries were deployed to Bosnia in late
1995 to enforce the so-called Dayton peace agree-
ment, which ended the 3': year war among the
country’s Serbs, Muslims and Croats in which
260,000 people were killed and 1.8 million turned
into refugees.

The security situation has improved over the
years, allowing NATO to decrease the number of
troops to the current level of 7,000.

Some NATO units will stay behmd to assist local

From The Associated Press

adopt defense reforms and to help hunt
down war crimes suspects.
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Asia-Europe forum adds 13 new members

BY TINI TRAN
The Associated Press

HANOI, Vietnam — Asian and
European leaders welcomed the
addition of 13 countries Thursday
to an inter-regional forum aimed
at cementing economic and politi-
cal ties between the two conti-
nents — despite an ongoing rift
over the admission of mili-
tary-ruled Myanmar.

Vietnamese Prime Minister
Phan Van Khai presided over an
elaborate outdoor ceremony to
formally add 10 countries that
joined the European Union in
May and three Southeast Asian

countries to the biennial Asia-Eu-
rope Meeting, known as ASEM.

“An enlarged ASEM with 39
members makes up 40 percent
and 50 percent of the world’s pop-
ulation and [gross domestic prod-
uct], respectively,” Khai said.
“With this, ASEM emerges as a
political and economic entity
fully capable of playing an impor-
tant role in world peace, security
and development.”

As European and Asian leaders
stood on a large stage, a military
honor guard raised the colorful
flags of the new members behind

em.
Cambodian Prime Minister

Hun Sen spoke on behalf of the
three new Asian members — his
country, Laos, and Myanmar —
thanking ASEM for its “unam-
mous decision to welcome the
three countries into the great
ASEM family.”

This year’s summit was nearly
canceled because of bitter di
putes over the admission of mi
tary-ruled Myanmar, whose poor
human rights record has angered
European members.

Underscoring the sensitivities
over Myanmar, several European
leaders chose to skip the enlarge-
ment ceremony, including
French President Jacques Chirac

and Germany’s Chancellor Ger-
hard Schroeder, who was to ar-
rive in Hanoi late Thursday.

The new nations join the origi-
nal 25-member ASEM forum that
has already brought together
Asian economic powerhouses
such as China, Japan and South
Korea and European stalwarts in-
cluding France, Germany and
Britain.

ASEM was first set up in 1996
as an informal forum for Asian
and European nations.

But in recent years, the Asian fi-
nancial crisis and Europe’s wars
in the Balkans di the fo-

This year’s addition of 13 new
nations is seen as a rejuvenation
of the organization.

The European members of
ASEM are Austria, Belgium, Brit-
ain, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Den-
mark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ire-
land, Ttaly, Latvia, Lithuania, Lux-
embourg, Malta, Netherlands, Po-
land, Portugal, Slovak Republic,
Sluvema Spain and Sweden. The
European Commission is also a
member.

The Asian members are Bru-
nei, Cambodia, China, Indonesia,
Japan Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
South

rum’s member nations.
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France, Italy
still drink most
wine in Europe

BY SUE LEEMAN
The Associated Press

LONDON — The French re-
‘main Europe’s biggest wine drink-
ers, closely followed by the Ital-
ians, but their consumption is set
to level off or even fall amid
health concerns, according to a
survey published Wednesday.

However, in Britain and Ger-
many, wine consumption is grow-
ing and is expected to continue to
do so over the next five years, ac-
cording to the study by indepen-
dent market analyst Datamoni-
tor.

The study found that Europe-
ans spent a total of $105 billion on
wine in 2003, consuming some
14.27 U.S. quarts or 18 billion bot-
tles.

French drinkers consumed
51.25 quarts of wine per capita
during 2003, a figure which is ex-
pected to reach 51.78 quarts by
2008, Datamonitor said.

Italians consumed 50.19 quarts
per capna but their enthusiasm
for wine appears to be waning,
and average consumption by
2008 is expected to be 49.24
quarts.

“In Italy, people are shifting
away from drinking a lot of wine
at lunch, partly for health rea-
sons, partly because it’s not so so-
cially acceptable to drink at mi
day,” said John Band, Datamoni-
tor’s drinks analyst, who wrote
the report.

He said wine consumption had
fallen in France over the past five
years for the same reasons.

Beer consumption is growing
in both Italy and Spain, where the
average annual wine consump-
tion is also expected to fall, from
3075 quarts, to 29.06 quarts per
person, the survey showed.

In contrast, Britons are turning
away from that favored pastime
— a couple of pints in the pub —
in favor of a glass of wine, often
consumed in a restaurant.

British drinkers now consume
almost 17.96 quarts of wine per
capita each year, compared with
14.79 quarts in 1998. This figure
is expected to grow to 2039
quarts by 2008, Datamonitor pre-
dicted. Overall in 2003, Britons
spent $7.37 billion on wine.
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Divine compromise

CcT NORWALK — Nor-

walk High School
needed a little divine help
before its football team took
to the field.

School athletic ~ officials
had sought the permission
of Rabbi Yehoshua Hecht
of Beth Israel Syna-
gogue of Westport-Nor-
walk for a Friday night
game next duur m
the Syn:
where the rabbx leads Sabbath ser-
vices.

“A house of worship is a house of
worship, and it is difficult to hold
services when the cheer is not
‘Halakha,’ but ‘Let’s go!” ” Hecht
said. Halakha means Jewish law.

The high school’s Friday night
schedule is part of an agreement
the Norwalk High School Bears
reached with the neighborhood
when the team moved to its stadi-
um behind the high school. The
agreement, which was negotiated
in 2000, called on the team to avoid
Friday night games and obtain ap-
proval from Hecht if a match was
unavoidable for Friday night, the
start of the Jewish Sabbath.

Hecht said compromise is a
civic duty and he was happy to
oblige.

Teen running for mayor
ST. MARY'S POINT —
Erin Feehan-Nelson, run-
ning for mayor of this St. Croix
River town, has a campaign slogan
that's hard to dispute: “Uncorrupt-
ed by years of experience.”

The reason? She’s 17.

The high school senior wants to
be the youngest person ever elect-
ed mayor in Minnesota. Fee-
han-Nelson decided to run as a
write-in candidate after learning
that only one other candidate had
filed for the office.

“The voters need to have a
choice,” she said. “That’s what 'm
doing, 'm giving the voters a
choice.”

Even so, state law says candi-
dates must be eligible voters and
at least 21 years old when they
take office.

Kevin Corbid, director of elec-
tions for Washington County, said
officials will count the write-in
votes Nov. 2 and forward the re-
sults to the St. Mary’s Point City
Council, which serves as the city’s
canvassing board.

“The canvassing board will need
to_determine eligibility,” Corbid
said. “If someone is not eligible to
hold office, the person with the
next highest number of votes
would be certified.”

Feehan-Nelson said that if she re-
ceives the highest number of votes
but is not certified, she is prepared
to take the matter to court

Lawyers defend name

FORT LAUDERDALE — A

scrappy law firm has won
the right to drum up business by
advertising its phone number as
1-800-PITBULL.

Broward County Court Judge
William Herring ruled the Pape &
Chandler law firm’s TV commer-
cials using its controversial phone
number and logo of a spike-col-
lared pit pull is protected, despite
objections from the Florida Bar.

Herring rejected the Florida
Bar’s assertions that capitalizing
on the image of “a ferocious ani-
mal” in the commercials is manipu-
lative and violates state laws regu-
lating legal advertisements.

Herring last week said the quali-
ties the lawyers link to pit bulls are

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

“desirable traits in attorneys.”

The law firm, which specializes
in motorcycle crash litigation, has
spent the last three years defend-
ing its use of 1-800-PITBULL.

Attorney John Pape said the logo
was symbolic of their firm’s “loyal-
1y to our clients and to each other
and tenacity, determination and ag-
gressiveness in representing our in-
Jjured clients.”

Historian hits paydirt
AUSTIN — A historian
thinks he’s stumbled on a

key piece of Texas history lost in

box  labeled  “miscellaneous
19th-century papers.”

The first page of what Jerry
Drake, an archivist at the General
Land Office, believes is the origi-
nal draft of the Republic of Texas
Constitution is now on display
after years of being hidden.

“This is tantamount to going
back and finding an early draft of
the United States Constitution,”
said Drake. “It's in chrysalis —
you can see how this thing is evolv-

ing”

Drake found the 13 pages, near-
ly all filled with the fancy script of
Herbert S. Kimble’s handwriting,
three years ago. Kimble was the
secretary of the Constitutional Con-
vention of the Republic of Texas.

Since Drake’s discovery, he has
spent his lunch breaks at the Texas
State Library to try to determine
exactly what he had.

The San Antonio Express-News
on Monday said the last time the
document was seen was in the

Topping it off

Erine Shulyer, of Ace Tree Service,
tops a dead Douglas Fir tree Tues-
day in Corvallis, Ore. The tree was
growing between a garage and a
house, so it had to come down in
sections so neither structure would
be damaged.

‘/
Texans

early 1940s. Drake
found the pages in
among maps, land
grants and other docu-
ments in the Land Of-
fice vault.
The constitution was
written in 1836 as Gen. An-
tonio Lopez de Santa Anna
and his troops battled with
seeking  indepen-
dence from Mexico.

From his studies, Drake is
convinced the pages are the
first draft of the constitution.

Radio proposal
SALT LAKE CITY — With
no idea how many people
were listening to his walkie-talkie,
it was anything but a modest pro-
posal.

That didn’t deter Jason Parker, a
U.S. Forest Service Officer, from
asking his girlfriend of three years,
a police dispatcher, to marry him
over the police radio.

Despite a few crackles, the mes-
sage from Parker on Monday came
through loud and clear — not just
to Teri Yoakam, but to every police
officer and CB radio junkie listen-
ing in.

The line was silent for a few mo-
‘ments before Yoakam said “yes.”

“I didn’t hesitate because I
didn’t know what I was going to
say. I was just trying to come up
with a really profound answer,”
Yoakam said. “I did manage to say
alittle more than yes.”

Actually, Yoakam said, “I would
absolutely love to.” After that, a
handful of police officers who over-
heard Parker chimed in with their
responses.

“If you don’t, I would have,” was
one reply.

The two met at work — Utah
County’s dispatchers take calls for
the forest service.

Parker said he was_originally
going to sky dive onto the lawn in
front of the Utah County Sheriff’s
Office or rent a plane to fly a trail-
ing message, but he was worried
the weather wouldn’t cooperate.

Growth will help counties

MARTINSBURG — West

Virginia’s three eastern-
‘most counties will continue to bene-
fit from growth in the Washington
metro area, a West Virginia Uni-
versity economist predicts. George
Hammond says Berkeley, Jeffer-
son and Morgan counties will see
gains in employment, population
and construction through 2008.
Those counties have added 13,200
residents since 2000, Hammond
said.

Right to vote at issue
FREEDOM — The attor-
ney general’s office is inves-

tigating the right of residents of a
campground to vote in town. The
town agreed to extend site owners’
stays at Totem Pole Campground
from six to 11 months but rejected
campers’ right to vote. The town
worries the campground would be-
come a trailer park and the added
population would overload schools
and other services.

New help in search

DULUTH — St. Louis

County  Commissioner
Joanne Fay is suggesting candi-
dates across Minnesota hand out a
picture of a missing girl as they
campaign door-to-door. Fay called
LeeAnna Warner’s parents and
they liked the idea, as did Fay’s op-
ponent. LeeAnna was 5 years old
‘when she disappeared last year.

A carpet of aspen leaves line a trail be-

Golden splendor neath a thicket of young trees Monday in

Weatherford Canyon on the San Francisco Peaks north of Flagstaff, Ariz.
Fall foliage is reaching its peak across the mountain.

Nyssa Thebert, 7, bundles herself with her
sweater Tuesday during an early morning
outside assembly in Raleigh, N.C. Temperatures in the low 40s were
forecast for the next couple of mornings.

A bit nippy out
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Ga’me over Tuesday evenin;
Association’s U-10 girls game at the park.

Glory White unloads some home-grown pump-
Home grown kins for sale at White’s Farm, located in Ernul,
N.C., on Wednesday. White says their pumpkin crop was good this sea-
son, despite the tremendous amounts of rain.

A couple of unidentified glrls leave the soccer field at Ben Geren Regional Park at sunset
Fort Smith, Ark. The girls attended the Western Arkansas Soccer

Autumn chores

Matt Luce of Troy, Maine, uses
trimmer equipment Monday to cut
brush under a maple tree near his
home.

Not Waking, but in the spirit

Alamogordo, N.M. They j

Ute Pawlak, right, accompanies her son, Marc, to school
on bicycles at Yucca Elementary School on Wednesday in
ed more than 3,000 schools in the United States and 3 million people in 36 coun-

tries all of whom are participating in the seventh annual International “Walk Our Kids to School Week.”

Band goes too far

FLINT — For a few mo-

ments last weekend, the
punk band Treephort was the hot-
test act in town.

But the group got into trouble at a
downtown club when the lead gui-
tarist set his thong on fire, then re-
moved it and scurried around the
stage naked.

The Atlanta-based band was
about 20 minutes into its set Sept.
25 at the venue Flint Local 432
when guitarist Joe Klein dropped
his pants, set fire to the thong and
removed it. The bass player also
stripped.

The club’s management ordered
the band to get off the stage.

“They threatened to break stated
policies of the club, and so we told
them their set was over and asked
them to leave,” said club owner
Joel Rash. The stunt violated the Lo-
cal’s insurance policy and city rules
against open flames in the building.

Art auctioned by mi

fore DNA evidence cleared him
has been awarded more than
$800,000 in compensation from the
state.

Clark McMillan, 47, learned of
Monday’s decision through his at-
torney, Democratic state Rep. Rob
Briley.

“Thank the Lord!” McMillan said
over the phone, according to Briley.

c] was released from pris-
on in 2002 after DNA testing on evi-
dence revealed he could not have
been the man who had raped a
Memphis teenager.

Before his conviction, McMillan
was suspected in other rapes and
some victims identified him as their
attacker. McMillan maintains his in-
nocence in the other cases. Gov.
Phil Bredesen exonerated McMill-
an about five weeks ago after a
unanimous recommendation by the
Tennessee Board of Probation and
Parole.

The state Board of Claims, mak-
ing its first award for wrongful im-
prisonment in more than two de-
cades, also voted unanimously to

WICHITA — Matthew

Cuellar went to an auction
and came away ahead — a little too
ahead, according to the city.

Cuellar bid on and won four piec-
es of James Rosati's 1981 sculpture
“Upright Form V" that had mistak-
enly ended up on the auction block
with other items the city kept in
storage. Now city officials are try-
ing to get it back.

Cuellar showed up at the sale Sat-
urday — held every three years —
and casually perused the offerings.
He spotted a shiny, 17-inch-long
stainless steel piece set atop a stove.

He found two other similar piec-
es, one inscribed with Rosati’s
name. A call to a friend was placed,
the significance of the find was con-
firmed and a bid was placed.

And for a mere $20, it was his.

Two other pieces of the sculpture
went up for sale later and Cuellar
won them for $230. But when Cuel-
lar went to pay for the two others,
auction workers realized they were
dealing with more than scrap
metal. They wouldn't take his
money and refused to turn over the
remaining pieces of the sculpture.

The city attorney’s office contact-
ed Cuellar on Monday, asking him
to return his half of the sculpture in
return for his payment.

Cuellar said that once he deter-
mines the value of the pieces, he
will accept one-third to return it.

“If I'd later found out it was just
scrap metal” he said, “they
wouldn’t give me my money back.”

Town gets traffic light

— This

community, which still
boasts granite hitching posts along
Main Street, has finally gotten its
first traffic light.

“I think it is progress,” Town Man-
ager James M. Kreidler Jr. said of
the light at the intersection of
Routes 140 and 12.

After the state Highway Depart-
ment did some reconfiguration
work on the intersection, the
state-of-the art traffic signal was put
up. For now, the signal only blinks
yellow, but will be fully operational
within the next week, Kreidler said.

Kreidler said high traffic volume
played a part in the decision to im-
prove the intersection, and install
the light.

Man gets just dues

[7T) NASHVILLE — A man
who spent 22 years in pris-
on for a rape he didn’t commit be-

grant the

Official found guilty

NY LBANY — The former

head of the state Bridge Au-
thority pleaded guilty to attempt-
ing to defraud the state through his
travel expenses. Officials found
Jack Gaffney, 68, took four trips to
Florida and three to Texas from
February 1998 to February 2002.
Gaffney, who was paid $137,703 a
year, claimed they were business
trips, but investigators found the
trips were largely personal. He
faces up to two years in jail.

Woman suing doctors

WAUKESHA — A woman

is suing the doctors who
gave her a face lift for showing her
before-and-after photos to prospec-
tive patients.

The woman, identified only as
Jane Doe in the lawsuit filed Mon-
day, claims the use of her photos vi-
olates her right to privacy and fails
to keep her medical records confi-
dential as required under state law.

The malpractice lawsuit said a
business acquainlance learned of
the woman’s plastic surgery
through the photos, causing the pa-
tient emotional distress.

“It’s being done here as a promo-
tional thing,” said her attorney,
Christopher J. Stawski. “They’re
using her image to get more busi-
ness.”

The suit asks for unspecified dam-
ages from Affiliated M.D.-Rejuvena-
tion Center & Spa Ltd.

Cellblocks quarantined

HOUSTON — Two cell-

blocks at a state prison
were placed under quarantine
after two inmates contracted chick-
enpox. The infected inmates were
moved to medical units at other
prisons last week; 140 other in-
mates are being monitored for
signs of the viral disease.

Airline adds flights

CASPER — Years of nego-

tiations culminated in the
first Northwest Airlines flight from
Casper to Minneapolis. Two flights
a day are now scheduled on new,
50-seat jets. Passengers on the inau-
gural flight included Mike Sullivan,
a former Wyoming governor and
ambassador to Ireland who was
headed back overseas on business.
Stories and photos from wire services
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Rapper faces assault charge

Rapper Ja Rule will return to Toronto next spring to
face a charge of assault causing bodi-
Iy harm, a Canadian court ruled at a
pretrial hearing.

Atrial for the 28-year-old perform-
er, whose real name is Jeffrey At-
kins, has been tentatively set for
March 7-11 in Ontario Court. The
rapper didn’t attend the hearing.

a Rule, known for hits such as
“Holla Holla,” is accused of being
part of a June 5 altercation at La
Rouge Nightclub in the heart of Tor-
onto’s club district.

His lawyers have said the rapper
will plead not guilty.

Ja Rule

Ultimate bachelor to set up shop in Vegas

Hugh Hefner is coming to Las Vegas, where he’ll have

rtical version of his Playboy

mansnon — nearly

1 12,000-square-foot love shack on top

of the Palms hotel-casino’s 40-story
tower that’s under construction.

The two-story suite will be named
the Hugh Hefner Sky Villa. It will
have its own glass elevator that over-
looks the Strip, along with indoor
and outdoor pools.

“He’s going to make it his home
away from home,” Palms owner
George Maloof said. “He’s got plen-
ty of room to play. It’s a perfect fit.”

The 300-room tower opens in

Hefner

early 2006.

Olympians give a helping hand

A S-year-old swimmer got an Olympic-size helping
hand from three of the country’s most celebrated swim-
mers.

Paul Lovely, of Lake Forest, was
the youngest member of a team rac-
ing in Disney’s Swim with the Stars
tour, which featured Michael
Phelps, who won six gold and two
bronze medals in the Athens Games,
and teammates Ian Crocker and
Lenny Krayzelburg.

The five-week tour across the
country culminated Tuesday at Dis-
neyland, where a three-lane pool
was built on Main Street.

Lovely, who swam the first leg of a
relay, was struggling to finish when
the Olympians jumped in to help, pig-
gybacking the youngster to the end of the pool.

“It was cold,” the boy said. “I could go all the way
through sometime.”

Legendary actor to be honored

John Wayne’s contributions to film will be honored dur-
ing the unveiling of a commemora-
tive stamp at his lowa birthplace.

Wayne’s  daughter, Melinda
Wayne-Munoz, is scheduled to at-
tend the U.S. Postal Service ceremo-
ny. The 37-cent stamp is the latest in
the Legends of Hollywood series.

Wayne, born in Winterset in 1907,
won an Oscar in 1970 for “True
Grit.” He died in 1979.

The John Wayne stamp, painted
by Drew Struzan, is based on a
black-and-white publicity still taken
for the 1962 film “The Man Who
Shot Liberty Valance.” It was officially issued last month
at Grauman’s Chinese Theatre in Hollywood, Calif.

Country star designs women’s clothes

Entertainer Reba McEntire will design a line of wom-
en’s clothing for Little Rock, Ark.-based Dillard’s Inc.

The line will be launched in the spring in nearly half of
Dillard’s 347 stores, the department store chain an-
nounced. McEntire’s line will include clothes for the of-
fice, sportswear and other items, Dillard’s said in a state-
ment. Prices will range from $48 to $289 in sizes 4-14.
The company didn’t disclose its terms with the singer-ac-
tress. The initial choices will reach some Dillard’s stores
in March, the company said.
Photos and stories from wire reports

Mexican star pushing
status quo’s buttons

BY REBECCA LOUIE
New York Daily News

If a morality police existed for movies, they’d probably
want to slap 25-year-old Mexican star Gael Garcia Bernal
with a summons for making subversive films.

Audiences discovered the young actor in 2002, in a pair
of films that pushed against the barriers of propriety.
First, in the art house hit “Y Tu Mama Tambien,” Bernal
played an adventurous Mexican teen involved in a menage
a trois with a pal and an older woman. Then, he played a
priest who impregnates a teenage girl in “El Crimen del
Padre Amaro (“The Crime of Father Amaro”), which
broke box-office records south of the border, despite the
Catholic Church’s demands that the film be banned.

But when it comes to pushing butmns the actor —
whose th E‘*' “The Dia-
ries,” opens in the States on Friday — prides himself on
being a repeat offender.

“If people say something [is wrong], I would do it even
‘more, just for the sake of playing around with them,” says
Bernal. “It’s all about going against preconceptions.”

Though several Spanish and Mexican stars — including
Salma Hayek, Antonio Banderas, Penelope Cruz and even
Bernal's “Y Tu Mama Tambien” co-star Diego Luna —
have earned varying degrees of success by courting Holly-
wood, Bernal flagrantly defies the status quo.

In “Motorcycle Diaries,” he portrays Ernesto (Che) Gue-
vara at age 23, as the future Communist leader embarks
on aroad trip through Latin America with his friend Alber-
to Granado (Rodrigo De la Serna).

Set in 1952, “Diaries” depicts the social awakenings of
the alternately beloved and reviled guerrilla leader of the
Cuban revolution. (Bernal, in fact, already played Guevara
in a 2002 Showtime movie about Fidel Castro.) The Brazil-
ian film was based on Guevara’s memoirs of the same title,
and on Granado’s book “Traveling With Che Guevara.”

And in November, Bernal stars in “Bad Education,” the
new film by Oscar-winning director Pedro Almodovar
(“Talk to Her,” “All About My Mother”), as a transvestite
involved in a revenge plot against a priest.

d

bring that character closer to ourselves.”

To do so, Bernal studied the texts that inspired Guevara
— including the French existentialists — and took semi-
nars about 1950s Latin American culture.

“Gael was as curious about his own origins as Guevara
was when he was 23, and had the same strength of charac-
ter and honesty in looking at life,” says “Diaries” director
Walter Salles, who approached Bernal for the part after
seeing his debut in “Amores Perros.”

“During the day off or after the shoots, Gael was the first
one to go to [local residents] to find out more about what
kind of life these people were living. In doing so, he was
mirroring what Guevara had done 50 years earlier. Gael
was very rooted in his own culture.

‘Working in more than 30 localmns across Argentina,
Chile and Peru, in temperatures ranging from below zero
in the Andes Mountains to 113 degrees in the Amazon, Ber-
nal had many opportunities to interact with locals. Among
them were the Quechua Indians and the patients of the
San Pablo leprosarium in Peru.

“We are not movie stars, we are not Tom Cruise walking
though these towns,” says Bernal. “With the nature of the
film, it was like paying a tribute to them. Their social and
economic struggle is the same as 50 years ago, and that is
heartbreaking. It puts your priorities in order.”

His experience on “Motorcycle Diaries” helped Bernal
cement his commitment to social change, and hls pel‘sonal
journey with
quipped that he cast Bernal because the actor was “attrac-
tive as both a boy and as a girl.” Bernal was able to have
some fun in it as well.

“It’s like finding a clown in yourself, a point that belongs
only to you,” he says of his scenes in drag. “Nobody else
owns it, nobody can take it away. The transgender in you
exists whether you are a man or a woman. It is pretty fun
to play around. It's very liberating.”

“The Motorcycle Diaries” only covers a short span of
Guevara’s life. Born in Rosario, Argentina, in 1928, Ernes-
to Guevara was the eldest of five children in a mid-
dle-class family. He briefly abandoned his studies in medi-
cine at the Umversxty of Buenos Aires in 1952 to embark

Though his rt looks alone could a
lengthy career, Bernal’s intelllgence and intensity suggest
he’s destined for more than pinup popularity. Quick to ex-
pound, eloquently, on politics and social inju: (his
anti-war plea at the 2003 Academy Awards received ap-
plause), Bernal uses his craft to explore and enrich his
own life views.

“I cannot remember when I didn’t know about Che,”
says Bernal, who grew up in Guadalajara before acting in
telenovellos. “Che has so much to do with your ideals as a
young man. His mythifica-
tion, Che the icon, is not
three-dimensional.  To
have the T-shirt [with
his image] doesn’t
mean much. With the
film, we wanted to

ona trip with his friend Alberto Granado, a bio-
chemist. Seeing the plight of laborers ignited his passion
for change.

1In 1954, Guevara joined exiled Cuban revolutionaries in
Mexico City, where he earned the nickname Che, a form of
address in Argentina. As part of Fidel Castro’s guerrilla
army, he helped overthrow Cuban dictator Fulgencio
Batista in 1958. Castro named Guevara Cuba’s Minister of
Industry, a position he held from 1961-65, including dur-
ing the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.

Guevara moved to Bolivia in 1966, where he worked to
stage a coup against the military dictatorship there. He
was captured by Bolivian troops and killed in 1967. Once a
symbol of the militancy of the struggling poor and an inspi-
ration to civil activists, Guevara’s image has, ironically, be-
come a staple on T-shirts, coffee mugs and post-
ers to be purchased in capitalist cultures.

Gael Garcia Bernal stars as Ernesto rd
“Che” Guevara in Walter Salles’ ¢
“The Motorcycle Diaries.”

PPAULA PRANDINI, FOCUS FEATURES/KRT
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Microsoft
upgrades
MSNTV

BY GARY GENTILE
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Microsoft
Corp. introduced on Tuesday a
new version of its Internet TV ser-
vice, seeking to broaden its ap-
peal beyond a relatively small
base of older, computer-phobic
users.

The set-top hardware it uses,
the MSN TV Internet and Media
Player, is a strange hybrid for an
increasingly networked world.

Essentially a media receiver,
the player lets people surf the
Web, display digital photos, watch
downloaded video clips and do
e-mail — all the time using their
television as a monitor.

The new version, called MSN
TV 2, adds a port for people with
high-speed Internet connections
and home networks. Made by Th-
omson under the RCA brand, it
has more processing power than
its predecessor but contains no
hard drive. The box has 128 mega-
bytes of RAM and 64 MB of flash

memory.

It sells for $199.95 plus a sub-
scription  fee, depending on
whether it is used with broad-
band Internet access or dial-up.
The box also includes Wi-Fi con-
nectivity for wireless home net-
works and slots for memory
cards from digital cameras.

A wireless keyboard and re-
mote are also included.

Microsoft last updated this ser-

WEDNESDAY'S MARKET SUMMARY
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21538 Nasdag Composite
116323 mlx:z 58P 500
61845 52813 S&PMidCap
60642 50388 Russell 2000
1137114 983089 DI Wilshire 5000

AP

Sam Klepper, left, MSN TV general manager, holds an interview after
unveiling Microsoft's new Internet and media player MSN TV 2, right,
New York on Tuesday. The service adds high-speed Internet and
video in an attempt to attract younger users.

vice two years ago, at which time  vices, such as MSN’s own music

it said it had a little over 1 million ~ store, until next year, when
subscribers. copy-protection ~ software s
MSN TV is the renamed added to the receiver.

But like any other media player

— the market remains young —
the device will play songs that
have been ripped from a user’s
CD collection to computers on a
home network.

Analysts said Microsoft will
have a tough time attracting a
younger, more tech-savvy con-
sumer while simultaneously try-
to older less

WebTV service that Microsoft
bought in 1997. The company de-
clined to provide current sub-
scription numbers.

“We're going after the broad-
band households with home net-
works who have digital content
on their PC and a big screen TV
where they can relax and share
that medna with friends and fami-
ly,” said Sam Klepper, general
manager of MSN TV.

Subscribers get access to Mi-
crosoft’s MSN service, which in-
cludes 200 streaming radio sta-
tions and video clips from NBC,
the Discovery Channel, Fox
Sports and other partners.

Users will not be able to watch
movies downloaded from the In-
ternet or listen to songs pur-
chased from legitimate online ser-

er's
“How you serve both at the
same time will be an interesting
question as you go forward,” said
Eric Kainer, an equity analyst at

Needham & Co.
The cost of the service could

also be a problem, analysts said.
you do have broadband, the
MSN TV subscription is on top of
that,” said Josh Bernoff, an ana-
lyst with Forrester Research, Inc.
“That is quite a lot to ask.

EXCHANGE RATES
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Out of mom-mobile,
into police magnet

Dear Tom and Ray:

My 20-year-old daughter, who
drives my old, safe 1994 Volvo
960, has informed me that she
just purchased a 1970 Volk-
swagen Bus to take camping. It
has a picture of the “Purple
Rain” album cover airbrushed
on the back. She has a good job,
and she paid for it with her own
money. She attends the Colorado
School of Mines, majoring in env
ronmental chemistry, and she
usually makes

a hell of a lot of fun, aren’t they?
‘And cool-looking, too! They bring
you back to another, more care-
free era ... when maintaining the
use of your legs wasn't on your
list of priorities. You remember
those days, right, Judy?

RAY: If T were you, Judy, I
would just ask your daughter to
restrict the VW Bus to local trips.
Ask her to stay off the highways
and stick to roads where the
speeds are, say, below 40 mph. It
doesn’t guar-

d  deci- H ant that
god e Click and Clack =,
er, I'm con- Tom and Ray Magliozzi but itll cer-
cerned about tainly  im-

this one. My first concern is safe-
ty. My second is that the painting
on the back could be a police mag-
net. Because I am a child of the
’60s and '70s myself, my argu-
ments against this “lifestyle vehi-
cle” don’t carry much weight
with her. Can you give me some
good arguments as to why this
purchase might be dangerous
and/or stupid? — Judy

TOM: Sure! This is the easiest
question we've been asked all
week, Judy.

RAY: As much fun as this VW
Bus might seem, it’s really quite a
deadly vehicle.

TOM: The problem is that in an
accident, your knees are your
first line of defense. You sit right
up at the front of this vehicle,
with your legs right behind that
big VW emblem between the
headlights. So, if you hit anything
head-on, or get hit by another ve-
hicle, you'll be spending the rest
of your life in a motorized wheel-
chair, which you'll operate with
your tongue. IF you're lucky.

RAY: The other problem is that
they handle terribly, which in-
creases lhe likelihood of an acci-

59266
11,164.28 47488 +61

dent. A gust of wind
is enough to blow this vehicle into
the next lane.

TOM: On the plus side, they’re

prove her chances.

TOM: Since she’s obviously a
smart kid, she might discover on
her own that she feels quite un-
safe driving this rig. She might
get tired of the buckboard ride,
the swaying around in the wind
and the dearth of heat in the win-
ter.

RAY: And the old-car smell.

‘TOM: But she’s obviously rebel-
ling a bit. I mean, you can't find
two more disparate vehicles than
a Volvo 960 and a VW Bus. So,
I'm guessing she’s feeling the
need to break out of the
“mom-mobile” and make her
own statement. And you’re going
to have to accept that.

RAY: If you're really desperate-
ly worried about her, Judy, offer
to help her sell both of her cur-
rent vehicles and
brand-new Honda
That’s today’s modern, safer ver-
sion of the VW Bus: a cheap, ver-
satile, funky recreational vehicle.
And I'm sure that if you talk to
your Honda dealer, you can get
the “Purple Rain” cover air-
brushed on the back.

Got a question about cars? Write to
Click and Clack in care of this
newspaper, or e-mail them by visiting
the Car Talk section of cars.com on
World Wide Web. Distributed by King
Features Syndicate Inc.

ants and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch
NEW YORK — The Federal
E

Help after a disaster

W Apply for federal disaster as-
sistance. You can apply if you do
not have insurance or if you have

en-
cy recommends that you do the
following after a natural disaster:

B Seek out the American Red
Cross and other volunteer orga-
nizations in your area for food,
drinkable water, clothing and
other necessary supplies.

W Contact your insurance com-
pany and file a claim. Ask your
agent about what is
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covered Find out what you'll
to provide in the claim,

such a8 proof of damage, re-

ceipts or imate:

needs that are not
covered by your insurance. Call
FEMA at 1-800-621-3362; the
line is operational 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. You'll need to
provide your name, predisaster
address, current address if you
are unable to return to your
home, contact phone numbers,
proof of residency and your insur-
ance coverage information.
FEMA inspector will contact you
and inspect your home.

Visit www.fema.gov for more
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Horoscope

The moon in Leo says, “Express
what you're feeling,” but the sun in
Libra adds, “Only when appropriate.”
The two messages don't
always fit nicely with one
another, and many an
emotion is stifled or under-
played in order to not to
upset others. Don't be so
concemed about people
think that you give yourself
a stomachache. Try journal
writing.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(October 8). What you've
built is now inhabitable. This
year features the fruit of
your labor — you can sit
back and enjoy what you've done.
Love is the focus through the next
two months. When relationships are
on track, everything else seems to
be on track, too. Just don't mix love
and money, and you'll feel comfort-
able with your status in both areas.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You're accepted. When you believe
this at your very core, the bustiing,
chaotic world seems easier to deal
with. Parents hook onto a new way
to teach children. The trick is getting
them to think they're teaching them-
selves.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Sometimes, it's enough to plan one
step at a time, but looking much
farther ahead will benefit you now.
Otherwise, you'll be taking the obvi-
ous route, not the route that will
accelerate your joumney beyond
what you thought possible.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Manners matter to you. But would
you rather be around charming folks
who can't further your project or
unmannered folks who can boost
you to the next level? Do not accept
politeness and flattery as payment
for services.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You're in a rather ethereal mood,
philosophizing and dreaming the
morning away. It's all well and good,
but when it comes down to it, your
destiny is your deed — so use the
afternoon to take three actions
toward your dream

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Your
excellent salesmanship is featured.

Joyce Jillson

Whether you're convincing a co-
league that yours is the correct way
to execute a plan or persuading a
customer to buy your product,
you've got irresistible style.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Preventative action is the name of
the game. The act of
buying insurance diminish-
es the likelihood that you
will need it. Once you've
handled your own life,
you may move on to
helping others plan for
the future.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You give
serious deliberation to
even the most inconse-
quential choices, but this
isn't foolish. You realize
that even seemingly inconsequential
choices are loaded with karma.
Much is coming your way.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
The path to making tomorrow better
than yesterday is through imagina-
tion. You are creative, and many of
your insights are far-out. You're on
the right track when a good number
of people don't understand you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). There is no need to over-ex-
plain yourself. Assume that others
trust you, and by this very assump-
tion, you inspire their trust. Beware
of going on autopilot this aftenoon,
especially around loved ones.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). There are perfectionists
around you who like to quietly judge,
keeping their complaints inside in
order to vent them on an unwitting
third party. Steer clear of these
people, and don't become one
yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
‘What comes naturally to you is also
difficult for you to explain. For in-
stance, it's second nature for you to
gain the goodwill of others by extend-
ing plenty of it yourself. But many
people just don't get the concept.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Instead of trying to whittle down your
list of things to do, consider doing
the same number of things but with
greater compassion, enthusiasm
and kindness. When your actions
are motivated by love, your energy
flows ceaselessly
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IF BUSINESS IS BAD, MEN?? HAH! WOMEN HOU WAGTE. HOURS GOOGL - NEWl FOR 2004
15 BEGAUSE MEN SPERD SPEND ALL DPN_ PLANNING N6 MEDICAL WEB SITES! 1: THE POWER- FINGER- POVKT
00 MUCK TIME OBSESSING THEL UZ NEXT MEAL T = 4 PRESENTATION
AGONT THER KEATH! L = E wEEKs, L
OUT R 1 | GooeLG - s
i LW CARD SNACKS! wontm ) [~ nucnﬁ
i — DEPLETED! REPF\'m i
I NEED A \
7 wou !t || pRovem BAR! it
f o '\/(?1\\
> AR
= 5 2ER)
E mEG S
i1 e
I UAVE A DATE TONIGHT! | IF YOU ASKeD>
AT LOPPosEo TRy ) Wk vt T
FOR HER MOVIE TICKET THINK You

SOPA AND CAl snouLe’

v et swas B o

Hi and Lois

THE GENERAL'S MAD

THAT WE DIDN'T BRING

A SUPPLY OF SCOTCH ¢
"y

-1

HERES THE WORLD-
FAMOUS HOCKEY
PLAYER SKATING
QUT FOR THE FIRST
GAME OF THE
SEASON

AH, THE NATIONAL ANTHEM !

IN A FEW SECONDS, THE GAME
WILL START..THE REFEREE WiLL
DROP THE PUCK

ONE MINUTE LATER lLL BEIN
THE PENALTY BOX

Fewer

Beetle Bailey

FORGET 1T/ YOUW'Re Ao
GETTING AN PART OF Ay
iy BaR ¢

Red and Rover

TOMORROW, | WANT EVERYONE.
Toee hede Tor 4o e
WERE GONG TO

DARS, Ve

Better or Worse

THAT SHOLLD
MAKE HiM HAPPV

T4 SORRY (€ T HORT Yaur,
FEELNGS

BEbe youR omBIRY CALEN-) aze ERe: A

e sceardoors | B AR 2N

b AN TTING Jo0 LN
TOPUT EN A OREAM CATCHER

weRe Mg peem Y
R RLESS oot
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SHEESH, ELEEN! Do I MESSED UP. THEY CAME. Now HEY,
YoU THINK I'™ SoME OUT LOOKING LIKE ABOUT THE  MARCUS!
SORT OF DWEEB?? TWO-HEADED ALIENS. QUESTION  LOOK WHAT
' || Youposeo.. 1G0T
H 1 \

Foxtrot

%LW ¥
At [l s 50.
" Gpnd. it

pas /W
at B0 7
& N W -
[-- T : 1w /] 0 - e
O WANS 55 —
TO TAKE OUE THE STEF You o
DIETY CLOTWES WORE o SCHOOL
0 THE LAunply TS WEEK!
Foom.
8 S -
£l /i
@ s < P
E) Ce 3
= i
-} i 1
[ i
DO NOT. WHEN YOU TUREATEN MY SISTER--
INTERFERE . NOT U THREATEN ME/
TARANTLLA,
=
-}
=
=
@
=2
o
n

{ 0ID VO SZE THE RUNBY |
471 TH™'S MY,

YOUR SON JJST

T HE STILL HAS A FEW DETAILS
RAN 34 YARDS IN )

TOIRON OUT, BLT DON'T WORRY,
HE TAKES AFTER ME!

Blondie

1 SEE A PROBLEM
WITH YOUR PLAN.

MY THEORY IS THAT THE
REST OF YOU ARE EITHER
MORONS OR DRUNK

WHY TS TT THAT YOURE
THE O- 0- O- ONLY
PERSON IN THIS MEET-
ING TO SEE A PROBLEM?
RUR? HUH?

‘ OH.DO YOU, MR

NEGATIVITY? I AM TOTALLY
SOBER!

2008 Scor Adare. ne /Dt by UFS.nc.

‘o dilbert.oom _sootadams soicon

Dilbert

Yoon, whe A BULLY
TRIES TO AT YOU.ut

. ALWAYS TURN P T3laT WaY, Yot MAKE A
TH i SMALLER TARGET WHIL,
% 07”5/@ ¢ YOu PUNCH HIM ouT ./ o

S
N

Hagar

IF QOU CONTINUE 7O GAIN
WEIGHT AT YOUR CURRENT
RATE...

IN 17 YEARS, YOU'LL
BLOT OUT THE SUN!

" N
WHERE \( 70 cer
90U G PONOT

A FLASH

§ 7.

Z o

ARE A
QING? AND
ILIGHT
A
7 (D Of
i 3

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across 56 Tendon 26 “Monty Python”
1 Performance 57 Pigs’ digs intro
4 The whole 58 Sightseer? 28 Shell game need
30 Tramear cargo
; ;”ncgn!ﬁdjass Down 31 Bing's pal
assignment 1 Garden intruder 32 Blueprint
12 Expert 2 Words to live by addition
13 “Holy cowt” 3 November stone 33 “— ot choose to
14 Obey reveille 4 Eastern potentate run”
15 Wit it nce 5 Shed 36 Computer expert
16 Trooponts mna S Release 37 Wasp's kin
g 7 Count counterpart 40 Objectives
way 8 Lanka lead-in 42 Small egg
18 Tennyson princess g gracieted word 43 Swell
19 Christmas tree 10 Make inquiries 44 Lyric poem
topper 11 “Undeniably” 45 What some men
20 Catnap 17 Bivouac structure are made of

22 Huge weight
23 Ganges garment

21 Behind the — ball 46 Provocative

23 Offspring 48 Possesses

27 Biznews abbr. 24 Oohs' mates 49 “— Blue?”

29 1935 25 Snoop Dogg's 50 Stannum
Astaire/Rogers genre 51 Lemieux milieu
movie

31 Ecru Answer to Previous Puzzle

34 Grates

35 Tiite Als|sMA|G[E|SIMS|AK[E

37 Wield an axe i{olujrlo[n]vIMuU[s[ER

38 Rorschach s|ulr|v]|i|v[o|rR|lR]]G[G
picture Pl s[u|rR[P[A[S[S

39 Swelled head HIORIA PIATL

41 What Hubbard’s Alv FH
dog had

45 Sports-page L[A]s]s s[ulm[o
stat FIR[EJU R[1]P

47 Somebody R G[L[E

48 With humility s[u[R[R 1 |

52 Faraway craft E[L[sS[E clels

53 Florentine friend ETNIVY Alv[E

54 Drumstick

55 British “Inc.” M AVFV' s LIE]X

10-8 CRYPTOQUIP

WTY FUKHNY NUFQYU RL
CRHKMMA LYYVRHN HY Q
QFUV. TY'L LF WRUYS FC
WTY SKRMA URHS.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A CATTLE
RANCH 1S FREE OF ALL ITS BABY COWS,
WOULD YOU SAY IT'S DECALFINATED?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals R
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Friend wants to upgrade relations

Dear Abby: 1am a
28-year-old, unattractive guy
who is in love with my best
female friend. “Chrissy” is 25
and a single mother. I have
always adored her. We met in
high school in 1996.

In 2002, Chrissy ran
into an old high school
boyfriend who was ad-
dicted to drugs and has
psychological problems.

She fell back in love
with him, and soon they
were dating.

He was insecure
about her having
friends, especially some-
one of the opposite sex,
s0 he gave her an ultima-
tum — him or me. She
chose him. A year later they
had a baby.

When Chrissy finally got it
through her head that he was
never going to change or give
up drugs, she broke up with
him.

Being the good guy — or fool

Dear

— that I am, I became close
with her again. Over time, T
have gotten to know her son and
have treated him like he was
my own. I do anything and
everything for them. I would
like to have a real relationship
with Chrissy. It makes
me sad that she’d
rather go out with
guys who don't really
care for her (she ad-
mits it herself) than
see how much I'love
her. I want so much to
be with her, but I
know she doesn’t see
me in that light.

I don’t know what to
do. I don’t want to say
something because if T
do, she’ll pull back and
probably stop seeing me altogeth-
er. My friends say I should speak
up or stop seeing her, but I can’t.

Abby

1 pray every night for God to
grant me this one prayer. What
can I do to make this work?

— Desperately Seeking “Chrissy”

Dear Desperate: You've done
enough already. Your belief that
You are unattractive may be
part of your problem. Beauty is
in the eye of the beholder, and
Chrissy may be just plain mas-
ochistic about men. If Chrissy is
unable to recognize the value of
what you have to offer, it would
be healthier for you to distance
yourself and find a woman
Who's a better judge of men.

1 agree with your friends that
it’s time to lay your cards on the
table. You deserve to have a
loving relationship. Love is at
its best when it's mutual. When
it’s not, it’s torture. So stop tor-
turing yourself and allowing
yourself to be taken for granted.
Remember: Some of God’s great-
est blessings are unanswered
prayers.

Letters for this column — withyour
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

At wit’s end with mentally ill mom

Dear Annie: vy
58-year-old mother has
suffered from mental
illness and alcoholism my
entire life. She was diag-
nosed as schizophrenic
and has been in and out of
treatment for 33 years.
Last year, Mom attempted
suicide three times.

Recently, my grand-
mother (her mother) was
put into a nursing home
and is not expected to live
‘much longer. Mom is so
consumed by this that she won’t
work, sits in my grandmother’s
house looking through old pic-
tures and has withdrawn from
everyone. She is again showing
signs of being suicidal, and when
she calls me, she often makes
comments like, “If something
happens to me, I want you to have
this.”

Annie, T am emotionally ex-
hausted from trying to be support-
ive of my mother. I have made a
great life for myself, and have a
wonderful husband and three
beautiful children. I live 2,400
miles away from Mom because of
her problems. I love her, but T am

Annie’s Mailbox

not a therapist. I cannot
fix her. I hear these
little signs that Mom is
having serious prob-
lems again, but I don’t
want to intervene. I no
longer want to involve
myself. Of course, T
would call the officials
if she said she was
going to kill herself
outright, but that's
about it. There is a point
where a person must let

go.
Am I being selfish? Is there
something else I should be doing?
— Giving Up in Montana
Dear Montana: You are not
being selfish, you are trying to
stay mentally healthy. Phone your
mother’s doctor so he is aware of
the situation and can get an as-
sessment. Then, contact the Na-
tional Alliance for the Mentally Il
(1-800-950-NAMT)
(1-800-950-6264) or check their
Web site (www.nami.org) under
“Communities” for online discus-
sion groups, including one for sons
and daughters of the mentally ill,
where you can share your con-
cerns and find support and helpful
suggestions.

Dear Annie: We have seven
grandchildren, and every Christ-
mas we send each one a sizable
check. Three of them thank us by
phone, but we never hear a word
from the other four. Annie, I am
not talking about young children.
These kids are between 15 and 23
years of age. I say, no more
checks, but my husband, their
grandfather, disagrees.
— Disgruntled Grandmother

Dear Disgruntled: If these
children were not taught to write
thank-you notes by their parents,
it might be helpful to educate
them before cutting them off.
Phone, write or e-mail each
grandchild, and inform them that
it is considered good manners to
acknowledge a gift, and if they
can’t find the time to let you
know they appreciated your
check, you will assume they are
no longer interested in recéiving
one.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, ¢/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dennis the Menace

AR

SMom 54YS YOURE HAVING A'MID-LIFE CRISIS.”
T8 THAT DANEEROUS 2

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
E by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

LORGY

JUML

and then her son
found her

On, thats ‘%
oeautil S

.
RS

©2004 Tribune Media
I Rights Reserved.

FODOL

L

ervices, Inc.

UNBRAU s
HEOO NN vy

o jurTble.corm

CLYMAL

O

THE STORYTELLER.

Now arrange the ircled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon

@

2 2 2 LS 2 A 4
p——eoookeeeo
NA A AL DA A M4

(Answers tomorrow)

Yesterday's Jumbles: SQUAB  CROON  ORIGIN  GIBLET

Answer:  What the king said when the storm ruined his

picnic plans — THE RAIN REIGNS

Family Circus

www Jamilycircus.com

“This one’s cheaper. It says the
fat’s free.”

©Gary Larson

The Far Side

“Look, just relax, son

just hand me your gun.
gonna be reeeal cool, son.”

i/ ASIREI
kl e R

WiE T TG oo
THERT

Non Sequitur

relaaazaaaax ...
P'm gonna come over there now and you can

Everything's
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AFN TV & Radio

Friday

Callege football
Housmn al soumem M\ss\ss:i)
lege football:

Cllmear zmni;mm(dm
AFN-S| 0 p.m. — Baseball: AL Divi-
sign serles, Anaheim at Soston, Game
AFN-Radio, 10 pm. - Baseball: AL Division
Sertes, Boston af Anaheim, Game 3

Saturday

AFN-S'swns. 2am. — Baseball AL Division
 Vances at Minnesota,
n's

ic, 2 am. SRt
NI i, Sahtile O Sacraments at
Connecticut, Game 1.

AFN-Pacific, 4 am. — College football:
VALY LY

College footbal
At Forea Football with Faher beseny

@iy
orts, 9 a.m. — Boxing: Ballroom Box-
in (dm

N-S) Basebal
viSon S HR neres]
lege football: UNLY at BYU @)

Sports, 6 T e football:

— Baseball: AL or NL

: AL or NL Di-
. (did) or col-

nesota At hchean
AFN-Radio, 6 nm. - conege football:
Texas vs. Ghlahom

30 p.m. ggllege football:
Suuthem Cal at Callfornia, 9:30 .
" ascball: AL or NL

les;on Selrles game‘B\f necessary, or col-
e

“ReRadio, 9230 Bm. — Callege football:
Tenméssse ot Geo

‘AF-Atantic, 10 pan, — College football
TemEsses B Georba oined I Brogress:

All times Central European Time; did indi-
cates delayed broadcast Alllstings are Sib-
ect.fo change. some radio broadcasts not

for more information:

Pro football

NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE

L
New England "5
NY. Jets 30
Buffalo 03
Miami 04
South
Indianapolis 31
Jacksonvile 31
enestee 13
North
pittsburgh 31
Cleveland 22
Baltimore. 22
Cincinnati 13
West
nver 31
San Diego 22
Oakland 22
Kansas City 13
NATIONAL CONFES
East
WLT o Pet
Philadelphia 40 01000107 55
N.Y. Giants 310750 78
Dalias 210 667 57 65
Washington 130 250 61
South
Atlanta 40 01000 88
New Orleans 22 07500 75107
arolina 120333 5268
Tampa Bay 040 000 4
North
Minnesota 210 667 78
Detroit 210 67 6l &2
Chicago 13025 68
Green Bay 13020 1294
West
seattle 30 01000 65
St. Louis 22050 8 8
Arizona 130 2% 59 56
San Francisco 040 000 60109
unday's games

Detroit at Atlanta

i
Oper: Cincinnath Kg;sas city, Philadel-
P Chicago

Temnessee at'e Green 52y

inesota at New Orleans
Qpen: Indianapolis, Arizona, N.Y. Giants,
Baltimore
Monday, Oct. 18
Tampa Bay at St. Louls

NFL injury report
NEW YORK (AP) — The updated National
Football League injury report, as provided
by the leag

ARIZONA C CARDINALS () AT SaN FRAN-
CISCO 49ERS (0-4) — Cardinals: OUT: WR An-
quan Boldin (knee); RB Josh Scobey (knes
CB Duane Starks (shoulder). QUESTIONABLE

DT Ross Kolodziej (ankle). 49ers: OUT: DE
Andre Carter, (back): C Jerem
kneoy, €6 Wik mon (forearm);

nee); ric
JomSon Gribss: Wk Srandon tioyd (@roin:
1B Jeff ulbnch (smkr\ess

BUFFALO ( 3) AT NEW v

RK JETS
[ er
eru%y orcarm: OB Trov vin-
DOUB
UESTIONABLE:
(hocsy: Q4 Jeague (mee): S ire
(mogam jets: QUT: L sam Co wart- nce).
8 Donnie Abraham (Np); T

leg); S Lawiye
cen( Skne

St

S Gne. QUESTIONABLE: DT Brentson
Buckner hen Davis (knee): L6
Mark ne Karl Hankton (ham-
string); R ee). Broncos:

DE Trev UESTIONABLE: RE

(back).
Qucrmn Grvﬂjn (ank\c) PR BABLE: CB Roc Al-
ingen arrison  Hearst
ﬁr‘\‘ 1e5 o Lo walls (Suideny: LS b
iliams (thig
CLEVELAND BROWNS (2-2) AT PITTSBURGH
STEELERS (3-1) — Browns: QUESTIONABLE:
8 Kevm Benﬂeny (quadricep); L8 Barry Gard:
ker (quadricep); DT
erar rd Warren ( ectora\) v ROBBABLEd T
" Tommy, Maddox (ngm
ce);
; RB Dan Kreider
{ ID;E Duce Staley (toe); WR Hines Ward
wrist).

DETROIT LIONS (2:1) AT ATLANTA_ FAL-
GONS (&) = Lions: OUT: (5 Boss, ey
(knee); RB in Jones ( k\E) DOUBTFUL:
CBAndre Goodman(hamstrm ). QUESTION-

e’ Bly (knee): RBCOVY chlesing-
er (hams(rmg) mmams OF el

ober ns:
Ve |DeAngelo

1), falco

g (h\D) ‘QUESTION-

ABLE: LB Jamie Duncan (pectoral); cs Tachn
Webster e, s'c

§

PROBABLE: Hall

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 1) AT SAN
DIEGO CHARGERS (:2) ~ aguare

Kyle ‘Brady (finger). guz \ONABLE TE
George Wrighster shzck

onel, Bames (shoul

roin). LN itk
frac SRS QIE Wi Fic Farker
(neckgi DE Deuincy Scott(knee). PROBA-
£ OB prew frees left shouigen: Wi
Baiant Gbey: 5 Terrence Kiel (Shavider): kB

Labainian Tom Tomhnson (groin); BT Jamal Wil

fams,

Mial nomuus (40 AT NEW ENGLAND

PATRIOTS (30) - bol
Jonat

Khior tan Clair (nect
BOUBTES B 7 Boviens (back, QUES:
(hamstrino); WR

TIONABLE: L8 Tony, 8uz
lnee); il

og' ﬂ Howard (hamstring); K
o are (calh: 16 Zath 1 homas Shoul:
dep); DE Jay Williams (anide). P ou

T Adr{zn Klemm (foot-placed o

OTA VIKINGS (2:1) AT HOUSTON
Bennett ( nee), LBE,
Jermaine i
LEERe dafbrso (e

+ RB Domanicl
o). RDBAELE o)a David Carr

0t K8 Moran Norr's

NEW YORK GIANTS (3- 1y ATDALLAS cOW-

wi
UESTIONABLE: DE Eric Ogbogu (knee).
SAKIAND RAIDERS (2:2) AT INDIANAPOLIS
COLTS (3-1) — Rali ich

Gannor
(eck). nquTru i M\dd\emn
(ankl o' Stone. (kneg); RG Tyro
Wheatley Ghouider: sam wiflam;
(shoulden). QUESTION n Fargas
o Boss (hamstiioe):

ob Sanders
m frac-
Bashir
K die Vandenag( (right, ham-
PROBABLE: olas_Harper
2 be. Robert Mathis (th\g%grmn), R
Brandon stokley (hip); CB Donald Strickland
shoulder).
aT LoUls RAMS (22) AT SEATILE SEA-

ravis Fsher
{oraasmy B 1 ljy ‘!2 UES-
TIONABLE: G chrls shmar\( e L Ton

(anide).”PRO; R8_Marshall
Faulk Ghol a

oers: CB beloah aroce (kneey
RB Arlen Harris (V\amsmn ); T Scoft Tercero
4wns:(hand7, Robert Thomas (ankle). Se-
15 Chad Brown (1ibula), PROB-
Kacyvenski (groin); RB Mack
Sirono (o

o).
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS (0-4) AT NEW OR-
-2) — Buccaneers: OUT: WR
Wi Frank Wurphy
X Anthony_McFar-
{ana (i Saints: DOUBTFUC 8 Mike

Mckenzie (hamstrin WR

Jiri N ic, def. Ricardo

e e oy R8 Deyce Richil
ter (ankle); WR Jerome Pathon (hamstring):
LB Courtriey Watson (knec). PROBABLE: LB

Derrick Rodgers (back).

ALTIMORE RAVENS (2:2) AT WASHING:
‘TON REDSKINS (1-3) — Ravens: OUT: C Mik
flynn, (shoulden; TE Todd Hean (ankle)
QUESTIONABLE: RE Mughelli (ham:

string): C8 Defon Saers mamsmng
7.1, STaighter (hamstring): WR Travis awur
(highy. ProBABLE: G
der); O

8 Gary Baxter (shou
den: BT Aubrayo Frankin " hamstrin 3 rE
T s ulder);
Kemioeatu (ribs); LB Bart Scott (namsermg
6 errel Su?(gs (ogoin) R Chester Taylor
Gankle). R 18 LaVar Arrington
(nbey B a0 b ey DF BRI
ek (rony QUEETRRARIEES R Lof
(hamstring), PROBABLE:
string); RE Chad Morton (knee); CB shawn
Springs (ankie); DE Ron Warner (ankle).

pAENNESSEE TITANS (15 AT GREEN BAY
& RTyrone Cal
eyl T Error\ Kmnewcali? Zach il
or (biceps); S Lance DE
Jugua Thomas (ankle) uzsmmm LB
y Camus

(hack/nb) QRS BhaBre: 05"

roll(groin): RB
g} BBl

Bubba
46 L5 i
ten Sharper (baclds DE R-kal Trulck Ghou-

Pro soccer

Major League Soccer

Eastern Conference

Naj %h Bavenport- (ham-
e

TPts GF GA
y-Columbus 12 511 47 38 30
X-Metrostars 1116 39 24 25
DC. United 1093 39 40
ghicago 293358
New England 2 930 0 41

x-Kansas City. 13796 45 37 30
x-Los Angeles 10 810 40 40 39
fora 5194 28 3
jose 09 %3
Dallas. 3

5
NGTE: Three points 101 victory, one point

for t
X ~clinched playoff spot
“Siinched givision "
lay's game
Columbus 1, Chicago
ay's games
Columbus at Nelrostars
and at D United
PR
KanSasts St on Sose
aturday, Oct. 16
Chicago at New England
San Jose at Dallas
£62 Angeles at iansas City
Columbus at Goloradc

) Oct. 17
Metrostars at DC. X nnea
End of Regt

Japan Open
Thursday
At Anakz Cnlwsseum

Purse: Men, 5690030 it Gold); Women,
3170000 Tier i)
Suktace; Harc-Outdooe

JanMichael Gasp (3 Umted States,
def, Takefro Teracht Japan, -6 0). &1
Phau, Ge
(3}, Romania, 6.2, 6.1
Faradon Srichaph

ot Rnare Pavel
'an (@ Thailand def.

ichae! Kahmaan. der manjy det. Quiler-
mo Canas (6), Argentina, 4-6 Jots
drNovak &) Czech ke B, det. Guler-
mo Garcia.lopes, cpain
aicards Villo A1) Brazil, def. Flavio Saret-

iudinelli, Switzerland, def. D
s van Scheppingen (14}, Netheriands.e.
Bohdan Ulhrach, Crech Republic det Jarc
ko Niem Finland, 6-3, 7-
Mar el Snstzorand, Q. D
géa)n CsChobpimgen (14), Netherlands. ¢

Leyton Hewtt SD' Austraha‘ def. Takao Su-
2uk Japan o
o Bert ) Cripad
My talk (10, 60u
Sy saulnier )
hagisson (), Swedén, 6-7 (©), 76(3‘_] 76(5)
Gilles Muller (16), Luxem
Nalbandian (. Argentina, 7.6 (4 4

tates, det, Leo

el (u) amn 61,

Phat,” German
Gambm s Serany, ot dan e z
Faradorn ‘srchapn (). Thalan
Mare Chidinell Swzerand, o3, &

“Sohdan ulihrach, Czech Repuplc, det
Michael Kohimann, Germany,
men
. Quarterfinals
Maria Sharapova (1), Russia, def. Youlia Fe-
dossova, France, 6-3, 6-4.

Tamarine Ta'nasn}gar‘m Jhailand, | def.
Aniko Kapros, Hun e
Washisaton, Unted Slate . def.

Evgenia linetskaya, Rustia, &2 6
T KoUKGIoN. () Crech Repiblic, det.
Nicole Vaidisova, Czech Republic, 6-3, 6-0.

Porsche Grand Prix
rsday
At Ienmssnnnhalle Filderstadt

Filderst;
Purse: ss’s“a“bo;’r’ﬁ'irh)
Surface:

melie Maurcom. é‘) France def. patty
schnyder, Switzerlan
S -eblola’ Zuluage, Co\omma‘ det. Anna
ashnova, Israel, 6-4, 1-0, with
S TStaNs Myskina (3, Russin Get. Nath-
alie Dechy, France, -6, 6:2, 1.
sday
Singies”
Lisa Raymond. umea S, . Elenape-
menileva (5) Rissia, .0, 4
fer, Switzerland, def. Jelena
Kostani, Croaua,s 3,
Hema Eovina, Russia Gef.
e Yerbia o intenegro, def.
Nagiy Betrovs m [Russia, 04,3676 ().

oun
Lindsay Daven?on ) ied states, det.
Alicia Molik, Australia, 61, 6-0.

Lyon Open

Wednesday
Atpalals des S#orts deLyon

pugse; smmr(eltnll" Series)
s

Anna-Lena

K'n

Joachim lohanseon <4>, eden, def. Juan
Monaco. Argenting, 64, &
ulen. Bemneteaty’ France, def. Rafael

Nada Spain

Jirgerr Melzer Adstia, det. Michael Lio-
dra, France, 7-6 (2), 6-

Hicham Arazi, Morocco, def. Rainer Schuet-
tler @), Germang (2NN

derl et et, Felclano
I.ofez Span a6,

onds Blorkman, Sweden‘ def. Max Miryi,
Belarus. 7<3>‘75< ).

Xavi def, Radek

Stepanek e Ronubli e, 15 o, &
nce Spadea &P States. det: van
b atia, 6:4, 7-6 (4).

Pro basketball

NBA preseason

EASTERN CONFERENCE
‘Atianti
% o8
New Jersey 0 =
New York 0 -
Philadelphia 0 -
Toronto 0 -
Central Division
c\evelgand -
ot z
Wiwackee 0 -
Atlanta 000 —
Charlotte 000 -
Miami 00 =
Orlando 000 =
Washington 000 -
'WESTERN CONFERENCE
Pacific Division
w Pct GB
Golden State 000 =
LA Cippers 000 =
LA Lakers 000 -
Phoenix 000 -
sacramento 0 0000 -
‘Southwest Divisior
Dallas 000 -
Houston 00—
Memphis ‘000
New Orleans ‘000
San Antonio 0.0 00 —
Denver 000 =
Minnesota 00—
Portland 00 =
seattle 000 =
Utal 000 -
unday's game:

mi at Hou
Golden state at Sacramento

TANK MCNAMARA

7 iais i 10 BE A MAJOR
ENEARGCT To ms sean

NG LEAGUE. R OF
ﬂJs oKLNAoMA WHVTECAPS 1e
NN o BAY.

Meanwhile, at the
Whitecaps’ main office

RE'S OFFERING TO TRAVE TWO
SCULLY AND MULDER "X FILES”
ACTION FIGURE SETS.

HAMM. IN THE ORIGINAL
BOXES? UNOPENED?

nday’s g:

Washington vs \nd\ana a( Munc\e. Ind.
ay'"
Chicago vs, Boson ot A anchester, NH.
Memphis at Orlan
Wasmﬂgton vs. Phl\ade\nhla at Durham,
“Seattle vs. L.A. Lakers at Anaheim, Calif.
'WNBA playoffs

CONFERENCE FINALS.
(Bes!

c icut 2, New York 0
Connecticut 61, New York 51
Connecticut 60 New York 57
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Sacrament

Sacraments T4 Seate 13

Seattle 66, Sacramento 54
Seattle 82, Sacramento 52

ALS'
1Bes«~omwee)

vs. Connecticut

iday, Oct. 8
Seattleat Cnnnemcu(

; Oct. 10

Connecticut at Sea( fe

ay, 0ct. 12
Connecticut at Seattl, f necessary

Wednesday’s transactions

AUTO RACING

NASCAR-Docked_Greg Biffle and car

owner Geoff Smith 25 championship points
chief Do

apece;”fined crew ichert
525,000 and suspended crew member Micha-
ol Hilman Jr. Tor making tnapproved rear

i
SWlaln, crew chief for Ricky Rudd. $1.000
using 'unapproved windshield clips. Fined
Doug Rudolph, crew chief for SCott Riggs
$500 for using seat belts with an expired
manufacturer’s date.
WATKINS GLEN INTERNATIONAL—Named
Paul Heminguway sepior director of sales
eting and Brett Powell corporate

FRaTEnG cosrdinator

cLeveano mmms SSC INE van
Qchos, RH, take Robblns and. OF tmic
Voun‘% outrighit to ther league camy

LAND Ammes clanme RHP 7
Harikkala om the Colorad
Rockies. Deslqna(ed "RHb Kirk Saarloos for
assignm

CINCINNATI tnced OF
vanger Wal decined an oumgm L
ment and elected free a
MONTREAL EXPOS- Deciinbd to exercise
e S0, opnon on C Einar Diaz. Assigned
QF Watt Cepicky uumgm to Edmonton of
e

Vational Basketbal ASsociatio

DENVER RUGGETSNAmed Tor Woahing-
ton senior director of commumcatmns

LOS ANGELES LAKERS—Signed F Ike
Nwankwo.

NEW JERSEY NETS—Named Jordan Cohn
pmscam.

FOOTBALL
onal Football Leao
NALS— Activated DT Wen-
adr Brﬁant Com the. suspended Tt Re-
T John Nix.
CINCINNATI BENGALS —Signed  Anthony
ne-year

Signed od Cherry an evi
Kasper. Placed OT Adrian Klemm on injured

resne,
YORK GIANTS—Signed S Curry Burns.
Placed & Shaun Mifams on inured reserve.

RAD jason Jimen-
o the pr Relaaces 18 o

me Green o e practice sa4ac.
FRANCISCO 49ERS—Claimed DE

MG WA oF walvers rom she New Or-
leans saints, Waived C Dwayne Ledor

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS. Signed WhDer-
rick Lewis, Placed W Frank Murphy on in-

jured res
NESSEE TITANS — Agreed to terms with
W Jason McAddley,

4 WASHINGTON REDSIINS —Signed 18 Bran-

LB Michael Brown.

Sonedt TE iy Goter to the- pracycs
squad. Released LB Steve Josue from the
practice squad,

Major eag occer
UTAH—Named John Ellinger coach.

Approved the membership of Crich-
ton COIec anc Wiltam Jossup Unverary,

effective Immediately,
oW, JERseY Amiemic  coneer:
Universi-

ity
B et acanem.c Vea

med Chris Graziano
and Jessica SlEge\ ot eda reons
directors.
—Announced the res-
athlet ctor, ef-
Robert B e

rant coordinator of basketball opera-
ions.

ODE ISLAND COLLEGE—Named Andy
Crisafulli and Scott Virgulak assistant base-
ballcoaches

Named Kylee Reade women's
LUl maihs
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Lost fo

r words

One slip of the tongue could
decide next NASCAR champ

BY JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The moment the
four-letter word shpped out of Dale Earn-
hardt’s mouth, CAR knew it had a
huge dilemma on its hands.

The precedent had already been set for
punishing drivers who cursed during
broadcast interviews — a sizable fine, plus
the deduction of championship points,
which have a far greater value than any
cash amount.

But docking points from Junior for using
a vulgarity in Victory Lane

way, only went into effect in February
when NASCAR President Mike Helton or-
dered all teams to quit cussing on TV and
radio — the sanctioning body created the
possibility that the championship could be
decided not on the race track, but off of it
for a non-racing violation.

Busch, who now holds a 12-point lead
over Earnhardt, is hoping it doesn’t hap-

Earmhardt  is  overwhelmingly
NASCAR’s most popular driver. Busch,
well, is not.

Busch has been booed in
Victory Lane  numerous

last week at Talladega had se-
vere implications:
He’d drop from first to

scrond it points lead, giv- Sﬂgg_‘*gr
ing up the top spot in the race | 500, Concord. N
for the Nextel Cup title. sville, V2
W Knocking  Earnhardt MENA 500 7 ok
out of the lead would guaran- Ay
tee a nasty backlash from the SW-DAVgnﬂ aje,

army of Earnhardt loyalists.

Nextel Cup schedule
10 — Banuuei 400, Kan-

Oct 2 = Sibliay 500, artn-
— Bass Pro Shops
 Ghecker ‘Auto Parts

3 Mountain Dew 500,
Dar\mglum .C.

times, and realizes that if
Earnhardt loses the title by
25 points or less, the winner
will be vilified.

“I want to go into the last
race with a 155-point edge
and that way we won’t have
to worry about anything,”
Busch said.

With seven races to go, any-
thing can happen. Earnhardt

qu GM Quality

Ford 400, Home-

W Not taking the points | stead,fl
would be even worse, indicat-
ing favoritism to a driver
many believe already gets preferential

treatment from NASCAR.

In the end, it was not a difficult decision
atall.

NASCAR took 25 points from Earnhardt
and fined him $10,000 on Tuesday, a penal-
ty that dropped him behind Kurt Busch for
the points lead with seven events to go in
the 10-race playoff system.

“It was really a no-brainer” said
NASCAR spokesman Jim Hunter. “Are we
getting angry e-mails from fans? Of course.
But when we announced the Chase for the
Championship, everyone asked us how we
were going to police it. The answer was
“The same way we police everything else.”

“Just because he was the points leader,
just because it changed his position in the
standings, changed nothing. The rules are
the rules and he broke them.”

In upholding the law — which, by the

could race his way back into
the lead, or he could wreck
his way out of contention.

“This is just a quick point difference that
was 13 in his favor and now it’s 12 in our
favor, but we've got seven races to go,”
Busch said. “Hopefully, these 25 points
won’t come into the final factor because we
want to beat him on the race track.”

Earnhardt and his Dale Earnhardt Inc.
team are appealing the penalty, but the
three-person panel selected from the Na-
tional Stock Car Racing Commission rare-
ly overturns a NASCAR decision.

DEI certainly realizes its chances of hav-
ing the points restored are slim, at best, but
is arguing a much larger point.

“We're facing a setback from a competi-
tion standpoint for something that should
be considered a personal foul,” said Rlchle
Gllmore, DETI’s director of competition. “]
think we're the only sport that takes pomts
off of the board after they’ve been scored.”

Dale Earnhardt Jr.'s team is appealing the 25-point penalty NASCAR levied for Earn-
hardt’s use of vulgarity in Victory Lane on Sunday. The ruling knocked Earnhardt out of
the Nextel Cup points lead with seven races remaining.

And that’s where it gets murky.

NASCAR can, and should, take points for
illegal parts, blatant cheating, even rough
driving. All those offenses are racing-relat-
ed.

But swearing? That's got nothing to do
with competition.

What's next? Losing points for wearing
an ugly firesuit? Not quite, NASCAR says.
But the sanctioning body defends its policy
against swearing, pointing to its image as a
family sport.

And in dealing with drivers who make

tons of mone; Earnhardt earned
$4,923,500 last season — fines just weren’t
getting the message across.

“We hadn’t been able to find a monetary
value that was effective in sending our mes-
sage for violations we were finding,” Nex-
tel Cup series director John Darby said.
“Taking points isn't something we're
happy about doing. I've been lobbied very

ard by crew chiefs to ‘Make the fines as

hlgh as you like but don’t take our points.”

t's a shame that it can affect the cham-
plunshlp, but it’s something we feel is work-
ing.”

Don’t count Earnhardt out just yet.

‘The field of 10 drivers racing for the title
has more or less been cut in half.

Jere ield is out of it, a wreck at
Talladega knockmg him 267 points behind
the leader. Jimmie Johnson is in ninth
place, a failed engine dropping him 159
points out.

Johnson can still climb out of his hole,
and so can drivers Matt Kenseth, Tony
Stewart, Elliott Sadler and Ryan Newman.

But for any of the bottom drivers to win
the title, they’ll need the from four to falter

Busch, who has held to an aggressive
testing schedule. has shown no signs of
doing so.

“We’re making so many laps that we’'re
m_f:ing to keep up with all of our notes,” he
said.

&k Just because he was the points leader, just because it
changed his position in the standings, changed
nothing. The rules are the rules and he broke them.9?

Jim Hunter
NASCAR spokesman

Race 30: Banquet 400, 8

Last race: Dale Eamhardt Jr. temporarily
held the lead in the standings after winning the
EA Sports 500 at Talladega, but dropped to
second atter being docked 25 points and fined
$10,000 by NASCAR on Tuesday for using a

Jetf Gordon ro-
mains in a good
posiion 1o win sas last October

Iy third n the driv-
ersandings, Gor:
125 Won two
of e hice Oup
races run at Kan-

sas Speedway.

He trals Cup se-
rles leader Kurt

Busch by 146
points with seven
races remaining

past two races.

NASCAR NEXTEL cUuUP

p.m. Sunday CET, AFN-Sports.
vulgarity during a televised post-race interview.

Last year: Ryan towmarts gas gamble paidof a5
he won the Banduet 400, Newrtan Grove (e vl 117
i2Ds o one tank of fuel and held of a chalenge rom Bi
Ellct to record his eighth victory of 2003.

wrt Busch leads
Dale Earardt o
by 12 points in the
river _standings.
They are the only

two drivers
record top-10 nish.
in each of the
irst three races of
for the

Nextel Cup qualifying record

Jimmie Johnson, 180.372 mph, rdor
2003 our wins a Kansas
Nextel Cup race record
Jeff_Gordon, 119394 mpn, | S Wa"”""‘f:""m

Sept. 29, 2002.

start this weekend.

‘This week: Mr. Goodcents 300 at Kan-

who won the season-ending race ahead
of Kimi Raikkonen.
n Grand Prix, Oct.

24,520 Paulo.

| PoinTs Race | sascwlg Kan. (Tape-delayed. 1 pm. Sun-
day, AP Atiantic
After 29 0f 36 races  Last races poin t\Ealuzelrmarwnueé
ook the lesd wi aps oo an
1. Kot Busch 5530 rove to an easy victory in the Stacker e (il
2. Dale Earhardt . 5,518 200 at Dover Inernational Speedhiay. I festiseries ,memo,a 06 cFontana.
3. Joft Gordon sas2) JioS Triex= it win of the year, tying %‘f o m"ffn?:?encd
& MarkMartin  Sd432 o 1or the most oo G, ond straight Victory and third in five
st year: David Green led just one
5.MattKenseth 5,393
4 lap do, c hevy 500, Oct. 17, Fort
6.TonyStewart 5,391 enough to win th [EDCT Cla B ¢ !
7. RyanNewman 5,384 [Ne race finshed under caution wher .;
. obby Hamilton Jr. crashed on the las
8. Eliott Sadler 5377 iap, CRAFTSMAN TRUCK
9. Jimmie Johnson 5,371 Next race: b race: Todd Bodine ended Ted
10. Jeremy Mayfield 5,263 e ierace ol
- < al 8o Shecdway with g wctony
11. Jamie McMurray 3,585 FORMULA ONE NhE! mencsaln MCJH%SOK 03 z]ng s
12, KovinHarvick 3,549 iext race: Silverado 350K, . Fort
¢ i ixatsu-  Worth, Texas.
13D 2507 mm.smeh Japanese Grand Prix at Su
14. Kasey Kahne 3,442 stracs Rl;'lzens aamc'nenn won ms‘ CHAMP CARS
second siraight race n the na ugral
15. Bobby Labonte 3,445 Chinese Grand Prix. Series cham
16. Michael Waltrip 3,149 ags teammate Sruno Jun
a side-by-side_battle to win
17. Rusty Wallace 3,110 lasly 2 Michael Schumach rwona mfumssixm victory of
18.Casey Mears 3,081  recor ag&(‘m Formula One tie by grgsh- 2004 th Ida {v{ 1 By 6066 seconds,
; Ing elghth in the Japanese Grand prix  the sx rclosestfnish sitce
19. Steriing Marin 3,058 St} \ncher' ot sitong support 4, Surfer's Paradise,
20.1cHBurton 3,057 Fervar eamate. Rubens. Barchel:

pion
Michael Schumacher finshed 12t his

: Sebastien Bourdais held off
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Barber has hig numbers except fumbles

BY TOM CANAVAN
The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Tiki Barber has done more than
put his fumbling problems be-
hind him.

The New York Giants running
back is leading the NFL in all-pur-
pose yards with 619 and the NFC
in rushing with 455, just 21 yards
behind league leader Priest Holm-
es of the Kansas City Chiefs.

Barber insists the statistics
‘mean nothing. The big number is
the team’s 3-1 record heading
into Sunday’s game at Dallas.

“It's something that helps us
win, that's all that matters,” Bar-
ber said. “I am standing on a lot
of people’s shoulders this season,
the offensive line, my coaches. I
give them as much credit as I de-
serve.”

Barber had the second-best
game of his eight-year career last
weekend, rushing for 182 yards in
a14-7 victory over the Green Bay
Packers.

Only seconds after the dazed
Brett Favre came off the bench to
give the Packers a third-quarter
lead with a touchdown pass, Bar-
ber took a handoff from Kurt
Warner and went 52 yards for a
touchdown.

Rookie guard Chris Snee re-
membered the play well. Every
lineman made his block.

“There is still this one guy sit-
ting in the hole that Tiki had to
beat, and he beat him,” Snee re-
called.

No one has ever questioned Bar-
ber's running ability; he has
rushed for 1,000 yards in three of
the past four seasons. However,
Barber led NFL running backs

r

Giants running back T

-
£

yard here or there doesn’t, even
though it’s a game of inches. An
extra yard doesn't win you
games.”

To emphasize that, the Giants
are plus-10 in the giveaway-take-
away margin, which leads the
NFL.

Former Giants and current Dal-
las coach Bill Parcells has been
impressed with Barber, particu-
larly the all-purpose yards.

“Gosh, he is making runs,” Par-
cells said. “He is doing a good job
on the screen pass in the passing
game. He’s doing a tremendous
job with the run, and they are
doing a good job with him. He’s a
good player. He’s always been a
good player.”

Barber’s success is also giving
confidence to the Giants’ new of-
fensive line.

“When there are holes, Tiki is
finding them, and when there are
small little holes that certain
backs wouldn’t get, he is finding it
and taking it for a few yards,”
Snee said.

Barber is also proving he can
be the short yardage guy many ex-
pected Ron Dayne to be. He has
been hitting the pile near the goal
line and pushing it.

“I have no fear of getting hit,”

arber leads the NFL in all-purpose yards with 619 and the NFC in rushing with 455.

a Barber said. “I get behind my

pads and trust my linemen and
then I start driving, and whatever
happens, happens. Sometimes I

with nine fumbles last season, a
year during which New York
went 4-12.

Jim Fassel was fired after the
season and was replaced by Tom
Coughlin, a no-nonsense coach
who hates turnovers. One of the
first things Coughlin did was

have running backs coach Jerald
Ingram work with Barber on how
he carried the ball. The two came
up with a way to get Barber to
hold the ball closer to his body.
Barber also changed his run-
ning philosophy a little. Some of
his fumbles a year ago came

when he tried to make something
happen by getting an extra yard
or

“The next play is more impor-
tant, so that’s what you have to re-
member,” Barber said Wednes-
day. “Ball security and ball con-
trol will win in the NFL. An extra

pop out of those and that's how
some of these big plays happen.

“It’s probably stupid, really,”
Barber added. “Sometime you go
in there against a 250-pounder
and move him. Sometimes you
do, and sometimes you get plant-
ed.”

AP

Texans third-string running back Jonathan Wells rushed for
105 yards and a touchdown last week when he started in
place of injured Domanick Davis against Oakland.

Wells proves ability hasn’t run dry

BY JOEL ANDERSON
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Jonathan Wells
spent nearly all of training camp on
special teams units and sharing repeti-
tions with guys who were certain to
be unemployed soon.

Clearly no longer in the Houston
Texans’ plans at running back, Wells
began to wonder if his spot on the
team might be in jeopardy.

“It crossed my mind” the
three-year veteran said Wednesday.
“I tried to stay positive. I knew I was
going to get my chance. I just didn't
know when or where.”

That chance finally came a few
weeks into the regular season.

Starting tailback Domanick Davis
sprained an ankle at Kansas City, and
backup Tony Hollings missed his sec-
ond game with a bruised right knee.

The Texans had no choice but to
start Wells, and he delivered.

Wells made a few tough runs and
scored a key two-point conversion in
a victory over Kansas City. He broke
out with his first 100-yard rushing
game against Oakland. Now, he’s a
valuable commodity on a team that
has struggled to find a dependable —
and healthy — running back.

Wells had a good beginning with
the Texans. As a rookie, he started 11
games for the expansion team, rush-
ing for 529 yards on 197 carries, an av-

&k 7 was going to run
the ball in the NFL.
. [ definitely
never gave up hope
of being a
running back.9?

Jonathan Wells
Texans running back

erage of 2.7 yards, and three touch-
downs.

Lack of production was a big rea-
son Houston had the NFL’s worst of-
fense that season, and the team imme-
diately began looking for a replace-
ment in the offseason.

The addition of rookies Davis and
Hollings and free agent Stacey Mack
dropped Wells to fourth on the depth
chart in 2003. He ran just five times
for 14 yards last season.

By summer, Wells was down to
splitting carries with running backs
who joined the team midway through
camp. He barely made Houston’s
final preseason cut.

Wells still figured he’d be given an-
other opportunity, probably with an-
other team.

“T was going to run the ball in the
NFL,” Wells said. “When? It wasn’t

my decision. I deﬁmtely never gave
up hope of being a runmng back.”

He worked harder in the weight
room. He finally began to study the of-
fense and learned how to read defens-
es. He vowed to use his 6-foot-1,
252-pound frame to pound away at
tacklers more than ever before.

And, he waited for another chance.

Injuries to Davis and Hollings
cleared the way into the starting back-

1d.

field.

‘Wells got his first start in two sea-
sons against the Raiders, and helped
Houston control the clock by rushing
for 105 yards and a touchdown on 26
carries. He caught one pass for 28
yards and had a 62-yard touchdown
catch wiped out by a holding penalty
in the third quarter.

His performance caught the atten-
tion of the same coaches who had al-
most given up on him a few months
before.

“Jonathan Wells stepped up and ac-
cepted the role he had with 100
yards,” coach Dom Capers said. “I
thought he really competed. He
played a physical game.”

‘With Davis still ailing and Hollings
unproven in a starting role, Wells
might even get a chance to start
against Minnesota.

“When they call my number, I just
want to go in there and produce and
not hurt the team,” Wel.ls said.
“That's my goal right now.”
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Williams might not
be welcomed back

BY STEVEN WINE
The Associated Press

DAVIE, Fla. — Ricky Williams’
former teammates with the
Miami Dolphins acknowledge
that they need him. After all,
they're 0-4 with perhaps the
worst offense in the NFL.

But do they want him?

“There are really two lines of
thought, and I'm kind of debating
between the two,” guard Taylor
Whitley said Wednesday. “You
can either say, ‘To heck with the
guy. While we’ve been going 0-4
here, he’s been out having a good
time.” Or we can say, ‘Hey, we
need the help. Come on back.’ T
don’t know.”

After missing the first four

weeks of the season, Williams
wants to come out of retirement
— but it might not be with the
team he left in July. Gary Ostrow,
an attorney who has represented
Williams, said the 2002 NFL rush-
ing champion hopes to receive
clearance from the league to play
again before the Oct. 19 trade
deadline so he can be dealt by
Miami.
Williams, who has admitted to
repeated violations of the league
drug program, has asked the NFL
for a hearing to clarify his status.
The Dolphins say their under-
standing is he must serve a sus-
pension for the rest of this season,
and the NFL has declined to com-
ment.

“It's very murky water, and
Ricky has asked for a clarifica-
tion,” Ostrow said. “He would like
the option to play for another
team.”

Miami defensive end David Bo-
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wens said he would like to see Wil-
liams rejoin the Dolphins. But
Pro Bowl linebacker Zach Tho-
mas said he doubted that help
from Williams is on the way.

“He will not be playing for the
Dolphins,” Thomas predicted.
“He’s got too many things with
the fans and too much with the
media, and e reason he
ran from it in Lhe first place. He
wouldn’t come back here.”

Williams has expressed an in-
terest in playing for the Oakland
Raiders. Their coach is Norv
Turner, who was Williams’ offen-
sive coordinator during his two
seasons in Miami.

“The Raiders would fit Ricky’s
personality better anyway,” Os-
trow said. “But he may not have
many options other than going
back to the Dolphins. How many
teams are going to have an inter-
est in him other than Norv, who
has a relationship with him?”

Whether Miami would wel-
come him back is uncertain. He
caused a lot of resentment by re-
tiring in July, shortly before train-
ing camp. The Dolphins haven’t
won a game since he left, and
they’re off to their worst start in
38 years going into Sunday’s
game at New England.

“It has been very difficult,”
coach Dave Wannstedt said. “The
guy was 65 or 70 percent of our of-
fense. I don’t think we would have
redone our whole offensive line
and started from scratch if we
knew we were going to have to
start from scratch at the running
back position.”

In the days following Willi
retirement, center Seth McKin-
ney called it selfish and stupid.
Williams then disparaged McKin-
ney’s blocking. Defensive tackle

rry Chester said Williams was
acting like a bitter girlfriend and
owed the team an apology.

Given so much baggage, would
the Dolphins embrace Williams’
return?

“At 4-0 it would be a different
story than being 0-4,” Bowens
said. “If we were winning, I'm
sure people would be a little bit
more negative. But since we’re
losing, people might be a little
more optimistic. We could use all
the help we can get.

Rookie running back Mewelde
Moore might get his chance to
start for the Vikings this week.

Vikings’
RB depth
faces test

BY ANDRES YBARRA
The Associated Press

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. — At
the start of training camp, the
Minnesota Vikings’ backfield was
touted as the deepest in years.

Now’s the time to prove it

Michael Bennett is injured.
Onterrio Smith is suspended. And
veteran Moe Williams is iffy with
a calf problem. That leaves rookie
Mewelde Moore and first-year
man Larry Ned to lead the back-
field Sunday when the Vikings
play at Houston.

Earlier this year, other teams
reportedly showed interest in
trading for one of Mike Tice’s run-
ning backs, but the coach wasn’t
willing to part with any of them.
He’s feeling good about that deci-
sion now.

“We were not willing to trade
any running backs for obvious
reasons,” Tice said Wednesday.
“You're only one injury away
from being short.”

Bennett, a Pro Bowl running
back in 2002, was expected back
this week after spraining his right
knee in the preseason. But he rein-
jured the knee last week during
Ppractice.

Smith is a very capable replace-
ment for Bennett, but was sus-
pended this week for four games
for violating the NFL’s substance
abuse polic:

Williams is a savvy veteran
who led the team with 745 yards
rushing and had five touchdowns
last year. But he’s been limited by
a calf problem and is question-
able for Sunday. Tice said Will-
iams wouldn't practice much this
week.

“Moe will definitely suit up in
the game,” Tice said. “What his
role will be will be determmed by
how he feels on Friday.”

Moore, Minnesota’s
fourth-round draft pick out of Tu-
lane, likely will start against the
Texans.

“I've been in the flow,” he said.
“P've been watching and paying
attention. I'll just go out there and
apply my game.”

So far, Moore has been used
mainly as a kick returner. He's
had only one carry this season, an
8-yard gain in the opener against
Dallas.

Favre feeling better
but skips practice

The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Brett
Favre skipped practice Wednes-
day, still feeling the effects of a
concussion to go along with a soft-
ball-sized bruise on his left leg
and a loose left shot

And he’s the healthy one.

Backup quarterback Doug Ped-
erson has a cracked bone in his
back, a broken
rib and a torn
muscle in his
side, all the re-
sult of Keith
Washington’s
wicked  side-
line hit Sunday in Green Bay's
loss to the Giants.

“We're getting old,” said Peder-
son, a year older than Favre, who
turns 35 next week. “We are get-
ting old and we're fragile and
that’s the thing that even Brett re-
alizes. I mean, he’s no spring
chicken, either.”

Favre has been knocked out of
the past two games, but he is pre-
paring to make his 213th consecu-
tive start (including playoffs)
Monday night against Tennessee.

On Wednesday evening,
Favre’s brother-in-law died after
crashing an all-terrain vehicle on
the player’s property in Sumrall,
Miss.

Casey Tynes, 24, the brother of
Favre’s wife, Deanna, was riding
the ATV without a helmet when it
flipped, Lamar County Sheriff
Danny Rigel said. Tynes suffered
head injuries, was transported to
Forrest General Hospital in Hat-
tiesburg at 6 p.m. and was pro-
nounced dead 20 minutes later,
Deputy Coroner Randy Beck
said.

The Favre family did not imme-
diately issue a statement.

Davis gives Panthers pep talk

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The inju-
ry report lists Stephen Davis as
questionable to play against Den-
ver. His behavior Wednesday
made him look more like a proba-
ble.

The first sign came in the morn-
ing meetings.

“He’s ready to go,” center Jeff
Mitchell said. “He’: s been awake
in all the meetings.”

The next sign came halfway
through practice, when Davis sur-
prised Carolina’s offensive line-
men by pulling them together to
talk about Sunday’s game in Den-

el

“He said he wanted us to know
the importance of this game, and
that he really wants to come back
and have a solid performance,”
said left tackle Jordan Gross.

“He didn’t do that all of last
year,” Gross said. “He’s really a
quiet guy, and for him to come
out and say we need to get going
— it really got me excited for this
game.”

Davis hasn’t played since the
season-opening loss to Green Bay
because he had arthroscopic sur-
gery Sept. 17 to repair torn carti-
lage in his left knee.

Although Carolina is secure
with backup DeShaun Foster, hav-
ing both backs healthy gives them
a 1-2 punch that the Panthers
hope will jump-start their stag-
nant running game.

NFL injury update
Injuries to prominent NFL players, fol-
lowed by team’s prognosis. (See Page 24
for comm te injury report provided by
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“Having both of them, you can
use the whole playbook,” Gross
said.

Colts looking for kicker

INDIANAPOLIS — If Mike
Vanderjagt can’t kick Sunday
against Oakland, the Indianapolis
Colts now have a backup plan.

Vanderjagt is listed as question-
able with a strained right ham-
string, so the Colts worked out
kicker Matt Bryant on Wednes-
day. He has not yet signed.

When asked if Bryant would be
used, Colts coach Tony Dungy
said: “He or someone. We'll keep
our eyes open. If it comes down to
it, we can sign someone Thursday
or Friday, probably Friday.”

The Colts, however, may not
have a definitive answer on
Vanderjagt until then.

Vanderjagt said Wednesday he
has received treatment for his
hamstring three times and that he
was feeling better. He was hurt
on a 46-yard field goal that gave
Indianapolis a 10-0 lead late in
the first half last week at Jackson-
ville.

He didn’t practice Wednesday
and said he may not even try until

ay.

Bills accuse Patriots’ Wilfork
of cheap shots

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — Buf-
falo’s Jonas Jennings and Chris
Villarrial accused Patriots defen-
sive tackle Vince Wilfork of tak-
ing cheap shots at them.

Bills tackle Jennings said
Wednesday that he was still feel-
ing a little lightheaded after sus-
taining a concussion, the result of
a helmet-to-helmet hit from Wil-
fork behind the play in New En-
gland’s 31-17 victory Sunday. Jen-
nings said he was blindsided, and
that the collision cracked his hel-
met near the jaw.

Jennings was held out of prac-
tice Wednesday, and is listed as
questionable for Sunday’s game
at the New York Jets.

Jennings already was unhappy
with Wilfork, saying they ex-
changed comments on the field
after Jennings said he saw Wil-
fork kick guard Villarrial in the
ribs earlier in the game.

Villarrial said he was down on
the ground during Rian Lindell’s
33-yard field goal in the first quar-
ter when Wilfork kicked him.

Cardinals activate DT Bryant

TEMPE, Ariz. — The Arizona
Cardinals activated ~defensive
tackle Wendell Bryant off the sus-
pended list on Wednesday.

He served a four-game suspen-
sion for violating the NFL’s sub-
stance abuse policy.
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Peeved Cassell shows

The Associated Press

COLLEGEVILLE, Minn. —
Sam Cassell practiced jump shots
at the end of practice Wednesday,
looking right at home among his
teammates on the Minnesota Tim-
berwolves.

But Cassell was a day late for
training camp at St. John’s Uni-
versity and the 34-year-old guard
skipped the team’s media day and
first day of workouts this week be-
cause he was unhappy about not
getting a contract extension.

Charles  Tucker, Cassell's
agent, wouldn't comment when
asked if the Wolves did anything
to address Cassell’s unhappiness,
other than to say Cassell “has a
better understanding” of the
team’s plans for him in the future.
Cassell said talks were moving in
the right direction.

Cassell’s contract calls for him
to be paid $5.65 million this sea-
son and $6.1 million next season.

Cassell said that’s not fair mar-
ket value for a point guard of his
caliber. He blames the problem
on a former agent he worked with
when he played for the New Jer-
sey Nets, and said the issue contin-
ues to plague him and accounts
for his frequent trades.

“I won't be satisfied until I get
what I deserve,” he said. “It’s
going good; that's why I'm in

)

Briefs

camp. ... My number is so low, it
won't be something they've got to
think about.”

Meanwhile, teammate Latrell
Sprewell is also hoping to work
out an extension before the regu-
lar season begins.

“If I have to leave, I will,” said
Sprewell, who has one year re-
maining on his contract. “That’s
the bottom line. ... It's a great op-
portunity to try and win a ring,
but I have to do what's best for
me financially.”

Vice president of basketball op-
erations Kevin McHale wouldn’t
comment on Cassell’s situation,
except to say he’s glad he’s in
camp. But he said working out a
deal with Sprewell before open-
ing day seemed reasonable.

“We want Spree here,” McHale
said. “He’s a tremendous part of
this team — his talent, personali-
ty, energy.”

Wagner leaves Cavaliers camp

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Cleve-
land Cavaliers guard Dajuan Wag-
ner left training camp Wednesday
to attend to a personal matter.
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Orlando’s Grant Hill participates
in a scrimmage during the Magic’s
training camp this week. Reports
indicate that Hill's troublesome
ankle is holding up well so far.

The Cavaliers said Wagner re-
turned to his home in Camden,
N.J., but the team did not give a
reason for his departure. The Cav-
aliers don’t know when Wagner
will return.

KYW-TV in Philadelphia re-
ported Wednesday night that
Wagner’s sister was injured on
Tuesday when she fell out of a
school bus.

Magic C DeClercq might miss
3-4 weeks after knee surgery
ORLANDO, Fla. — Orlando
Magic center Andrew DeClercq
will likely miss 3 to 4 weeks while
he recovers from his second knee
surgery of the year.
The nine-year veteran might
start the regular season on the in-
jured list.

Judge rules accuser’s
name will be revealed
in Bryant’s civil trial

BY STEVE HENSON
Los Angeles Times

VAIL, Colo. — Indicating he
did not want to appear biased in
favor of Kobe Bryant's accuser, a
federal judge ruled Wednesday
that the woman’s name will be
used in her civil suit against the
Los Angeles Lakers star.

Meanwhile, the Colorado Bu-
reau of Investigation determined
that it will not release records of
its findings in the criminal case,
including results of DNA testing
and of clothing, hair and fibers
taken from Bryant and the
20-year-old woman who accused
him of rape.

The felony sexual assault
charge was dismissed Sept. 1 —
more than 14 months after the en-
counter at a mountain resort —
when the accuser decided she
would not testify.

Atrial in the civil case is not ex-
pected to take place until next
year and could be averted if a set-
tlement is reached. The woman
has sued for unspecified damages
for “ridicule, pain and suffering”
since the alleged rape.

The woman’s name was not
used in pretrial court filings and
hearings in the criminal case.
However, it would have been

used during a trial. Her attorneys
have said that among the reasons
she dropped out was that she lost
faith in the criminal justice sys-
tem because the court mistakenly
released her name several times.

She will be referred to by name
in the civil case. District Judge Ri-
chard Matsch said that allowing
the woman to remain anonymous
could be prejudicial to Bryant
and ordered that the suit be re-
filed by Oct. 20 with her “true
name disclosed.”

The judge noted that the suit
filed by the woman’s attorneys de-
tailed her account of the alleged
rape and that Bryant's attorneys
were justified when they wrote
that “permitting these allegations
to be made anonymously imposes
significant prejudice and hard-
ship on the defendant.”

Matsch went on to say, “The
parties appear as equals before
the court and that fundamental
principle must be protected
throughout these proceedings.”

Most mainstream media out-
lets have not identified the
woman because of long-standing
policies not to name alleged rape
victims.

District Attorney Mark Hurl-
bert could release as early as Fri-
day a portion of the 4,000 pages of
sealed records in the case.

Pacers’ Jones fighting

Magloire joins B. Davis on
list of disgruntled Hornets

again for playing time

BY JON KRAWCZYNSKI
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Fred Jones enters
the Indiana Pacers’ training camp know-
ing he’ll have to fight for every minute of
playing time he can get. And that’s just the
way he likes it.

ter a breakout season, Jones had shoul-
der surgery in July, then watched the Pac-
ers trade for Stephen Jackson, another
shooting guard.

Now, instead of becoming the heir appar-
ent to Reggie Miller, Jones again finds him-
self having to scratch and claw just to get
on the court.

“I like to fight,” Jones said Wednesday.
“Pm aggressive. I've been in a lot of fights
in my life. 'm not going to back down.”

That’s exactly what coach Rick Carlisle
wants to hear. Carlisle is a fan of competi-
tion in practice, believing it fosters im-
provement in everyone involved.

Even more encouraging is that Jones ap-
pears to be recovering quickly from a pain-
ful shoulder injury he sustained during the
playoffs last season.

Jones was hurt in Game 3 of the sec-
ond-round series against Miami, and
played through it the rest of the postseason.

After three months of recovery, Carlisle
said Jones looks as if “he hasn’t missed a
beat.”

The coach was most impressed by
Jones’ physical condition when he re-
turned for training camp. Instead of add-
ing weight during a long stretch of inactivi-
ty brought on by the surgery, Jones lost
nine pounds.

“He kept himself very mindful to the
fact when you have an injury you can’t
blow up,” Carlisle said. “Right now, he’s

playmg the same way he did in the playoffs
last y

That's a ‘agood thing for the Pacers. After a
slow start last season, the 6-foot-2 Jones
used his acrobatic triumph in the slam
dunk competition during All-Star weekend
as a catapult to a strong stretch run.

“I went into the dunk contest not feeling
well about it,” Jones said. “Then it gave me
a lot more confidence that I ended up win-
ning, so I came out of that thinking, ‘Man I
need to push this up alittle bit more and see
what I can do.”

His outside shot started falling, and his
defensive intensity increased, m:

a valuable member of the rotation by the
end of the season. He averaged 4.9 points
and 2.1 assists in 81 games.

That didn’t stop the Pacers from trading
Al Harrington to Atlanta for Jackson, a
shooting guard with three-point range and
good defensive skills.

And while Jones appears to be No. 3 on
the depth chart behind Miller and Jackson,
Carlisle said that shouldn’t discourage him.

“We're very deep at that position right
now, so I'm not sure who’s going to get how
many minutes,” Carlisle said. “But I've told
him not to look at the depth chart, not to
count heads, but just to play and make it
tough on us not to play him. That's what he
did last year and that’s what he’s continuing
to do this year.”

That’s the only way Jones knows how to
do it. After starring at Oregon in college,
the 2002 first-round draft pick saw minimal
playing time his rookie season.

“My rookie year, I didn’t get the opportu-
nity to play,” Jones said. “Last year was like
my rookie year on the floor. Now I know
what I can do and I expect it to go up a little
more.”

BY BRETT MARTEL
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — All-Star center
Jamaal Magloire said “no comment”
when asked Wednesday if he was happy
lo be playing for the New Orleans Hor-

Along with Baron Davis, that makes
two All-Stars — the only two on the team
— who are talking as if they’re losing
faith in team management and would pre-
fer to play somewhere else.

“They’re not looking out for our best in-
terest and sooner or later I'm going to
have to look out for my best interest,” Ma-
gloire said after practice in suburban
Westwego. “Until then, I'll continue to
play hard and do what ever coach asks
me to do.”

Later this summer, Davis suggested
through his agent that he might be better
off playing somewhere else, noting that
he was dissatisfied with New Orleans’ off-
season moves.

Davis said he was disappointed the Hor-
nets failed to sign “a big-time free agent”
to replace former All-Star Jamal Mash-
burn, who averaged about 20 points in re-
cent seasons but will miss this season
with a career-threatening knee injury.

The Hornets’ top free-agent signing
this summer was Rodney Rogers, who
has averaged just over 11 points for his
career.

The Hornets have said salary cap con-
straints due in large part to Mashburn’s
approximately $9 million-a-year salary
(through next season) limited their abili-
ty to pursue free agents.

Since training camp started this week,
Davis said he has discussed the matter

with team owner
George Shinn and is
willing to be more pa-
tient, but would none-
theless be eager for a
trade to a champion-
ship contender.

This is not the start
Byron Scott envi-
sioned when he took
over as the Hornets’
third coach in three seasons this sum-
‘mer, but he has yet to complain and said
he believes Davis’ comments about being
‘more patient with personnel matters and
continuing to give his best.

“I'm convinced by what he tells me,
(even though) his body language at times
tells me otherwise,” said Scott, who was
hired in part on Davis’ recommendation
shortly after last season’s firing of Tim
Floyd.

“My job is to coach. I'm going to coach
the guys that are here. Baron is here and
T'm going to coach him the best I can,”
Scott said. “I'm going to get on him. I'm
going to expect him to be ready to play
each and every day and so far he’s done
that.”

Another issue concerning Davis and
Magloire is a new team policy limiting
the use of personal trainers. Although
Shinn asserted that is the source of Davis
discontent, Davis denies it. Magloire, how-
ever, has called the policy absurd.

Magloire also said he supported Davis’
comments about offseason roster moves,
particularly in light of the Hornets’ move
to the Western Conference this season.

“Going to the Western Conference, you
have to improve as a team and I think
we're stagnant right now,” Magloire said.
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NBC switches to 5-second delay
after Earnhardt slip at Talladega

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — NBC is adding
a S-second delay to its NASCAR
telecasts after Dale Earnhardt Jr.
used a vulgarity during a pos-
trace TV interview last weekend.

“We're disappointed for our
viewers to have to do this, but the
delay provides a level of protec-
tion against anything inappropri-
ate going out over the air,” NBC
Sports chairman Dick Ebersol
said Thursday.

Earnhardt was docked 25
points in the Nextel Cup stand-
ings and fined $10,000 for his slip
of the tongue in an NBC interview
after his victory at Talladega Su-
perspeedway, dropping him to
second place with seven races left
in the season. He will appeal the
point penalty.

Federal ~ regulators  have
cracked down on objectionable
content on TV and radio since
Janet Jackson’s “wardrobe mal-
function” during her halftime per-
formance in the Super Bowl. CBS
was fined a record $550,000 by
the FCC for Jackson’s breast-bar-
ing incident.

Networks have installed delays
of up to 10 seconds for some pro-
gramming, and ABC’s “Monday
Night Football” is using a 5-sec-
ond delay this season. But, until
now, NBC had decided not to give
itself a chance to censor its
NASCAR telecasts.

NASCAR hands out
12 more penalties

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — A
day after hitting Dale Earnhardt
Jr. with a $10,000 fine and the
loss of 25 points for cursing dur-
ing a postrace TV interview,
NASCAR handed down 12 more
penalties for rule violations at Tal-
ladega Superspeedway.

The hardest hit Wednesday
was Roush Racing, which re-
ceived four of the penalties for
making unapproved rear spoiler
adjustments on the No. 16 Ford of
Greg Biffle.

Biffle was penalized 25 points,
and car owner Geoff Smith, also
the Roush team’s general manag-
er, lost 25 points. Also, crew chief
Doug Richert was fined $25,000

and crew member Michael Hill-

Field Hall of Fame, won Ameri-
ca’s oldest marathon in 1935 and
1945 and finished second a
record seven times. But it was his
longevity for which Kelley will be

He 58

man Jr. was until Oct.
20 and placed on pmbanon until
Dec. 31.

Biffle remained 21st in the
standings, falling to 46 points be-
hind 20th-place Jeff Burton.

Evernham Motorsports was
handed three penalties for an un-
approved spoiler modification to
the No. 9 Dodge of Kasey Kahne,
the top rookie in the Nextel Cup
series. Kahne and team owner
and car owner Ray Evernham
were docked 25 points apiece and
crew chief Tommy Baldwin was
fined $25,000.

The loss of points dropped
Kahne from 14th to 15th, eight
points behind Bobby Labonte.

Pat Tryson, crew chief for
Mark Martin’s No. 6 Ford, was hit
with fines totaling $15,000 for two
separate violations. NASCAR
docked Tryson $10,000 for an un-
approved air directional device
and $5000 for an unapproved
windshield mounting on the
Roush-owned car.

Peter Rondeau, crew chief for
Kenny Wallace’s No. 1 Chevrolet,
was fined $10,000 for using unap-
proved spring mounting plates
and bolts; Michael McSwain,
crew chief for Ricky Rudd’s No.
21 Ford was fined $1,000 for
using unapproved windshield
clips and Doug Rudolph, crew
chief for Scott Riggs’ No. 10 Chev-
rolet, was assessed a $500 fine for
using seat belts with an expired
manufacturer’s date.

Two-time Boston Marathon
champ Kelly dead at 97
BOSTON — John A. Kelley, a
two-time Boston Marathon cham-
pion who became a central figure
in the race’s history by running in
it a record 61 times, died at 97.
He died Wednesday night at a
Cape Cod nursing home, stepson
Dave DeLong said. Kelley had
just moved into the facility from
his Dennis home the same day.
Kelley, a former Olympian and
member of the USA Track &

Boston Marathons, also a record,
and had 18 finishes in the top 10.

Crew extend streak to 16, win
Eastern Conference title

CHICAGO — The Columbus
Crew won their first Eastern Con-
ference title and extended their
unbeaten streak to an
MLS-record 16 games with a 1-0
victory over the Chicago Fire on
Wednesday.

Columbus  (12-5-11) earned
home-field advantage in the play-
offs, and extended its unbeaten
streak to 8-0-8. The Los Angeles
Galaxy set the previous record
over two seasons (1997-1998).

Simon Elliott set up Edson Bud-
dle’s 25-yard goal with a short
pass on a free kick in the 59th
minute after Fire defender Evan
Whitfield fouled Jeff Cunning-
ham.

Four-on-four hockey series

to make 32 stops in Quebec

MONTREAL — Three teams of
locked-out NHL players will play
for free while touring the prov-
ince of Quebec in a four-on-four
hockey series from which all pro-
ceeds will be donated to chil-
dren’s charities.

‘The 32-stop tour, which will not
allow hitting or fighting, is being
funded by sponsors. Fans will pay
$20 per ticket. The tour’s first
stop is Oct. 23 in Sorel, Quebec.

The tour is being organized by
Joel Bouchard of the New York
Rangers. Jose Theodore of the
Montreal Canadiens and Roberto
Luongo of the Florida Panthers
will suit up for one team. Another
squad features forwards Simon
Gagne of the Philadelphia Flyers
and Alex Tanguay of the Colo-
rado Avalanche and Columbus
goalie Marc Denis, while a third
includes Minnesota’s Alexandre
Daigle and Anaheim goaltender
J.S. Giguere.

Teams will dress 12 players
and play 20-minute games in a
round-robin tournament style at
each stop.

During the recount of the 2000 Election in Florida, a lawyer wrote a
memorandum explaining how to use legal technicalities to
disqualify the Absentee Ballot Votes of Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen,
Marines and Guardsmen serving overseas.

We Believe that the Americans Defending Our Democracy
QOught To Have Their Votes Counted In Our Elections.

Talk to your Voting Assistance Officer,
Visit www.OverseasRepublicans.org
for more information on voting by Absentee Ballot,

and VOTE because

Every Vote Counts.

[ x ¥}

Paid For By The Republican National Committee
Not Authorized By Any Candidate Or Candidate Committee

Sosa fined by Cubs
for making early exit

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Sammy Sosa was
fined $87,400 — one day’s salary
— for arriving late and leaving
early for the Cubs’ regular-sea-
son finale at Wrigley Field.

Sosa arrived 70 minutes before
Sunday’s first pitch, and he appar-
ently left 15 minutes after the
first pitch without putting on his
uniform, according to security

cameras in the
team’s parking

MLB  romsteg
briefs
was in the club-

house until the seventh inning
and also said he was tired of man-
ager Dusty Baker blaming him
for the Cubs’ failures.

“It’s certainly i

him not to be at the ballpark and
not dressed with his teammates,”
General Manager Jim Hendry
said.

The episode, following an i
ry-plagued season in which Sosa
batted just .253 with 35 homers
and 85 RBIS, has led to specula-
tion the Cubs will try to trade
him.

Sosa is to make $17 million
next season and the club has an
$18 million option for 2006 with a
$4.5 million buyout. If Sosa is trad-
ed, his 2006 contract becomes
guaranteed and a 2007 club op-
tion is added at $19 million with a
$4.5 million buyout.

Reds’ Vander Wal
becomes free agent

CINCINNATI — Pinch-hitter
John Vander Wal chose free agen-
cy Wednesday instead of a demo-
tion off the Reds’ 40-man roster.

Vander Wal, fifth on the career
list with 126 pinch-hits, signed
with the Reds as a free agent in
January, then tore knee cartilage
while shoveling snow.

He was released and signed a
minor league deal with Cincinnati
while he rehabilitated the knee.
He was added to the roster July
11 and hit .118 with two homers.
He started seven games in right
field.

Vander Wal finished the season
hitless in his final 24 at-bats, the
Jongest slump of his career.

Thomas has surgery on ankle

CHICAGO — Frank Thomas
had surgery on his left ankle
Wednesday and might not be
ready for spring training.

Thomas, who played in only 74
games this season with the Chica-
go White Sox, had debris re-
moved from the ankle, a bone
graft and two screws inserted.
The operation was performed by
Dr. Richard Ferkel in Los Ange-
les.

A two-time MVP, Thomas will
be in a cast for at least eight
weeks and his recovery will take
4% to six months.

The 36-year-old Thomas batted
.271 with 18 home runs and 49
RBIs before being placed on the
disabled list July 7. The designat-
ed hitter was leading the Ameri-
can League in on-base percent-
age (434) and walks (64) when he
was sidelined.

In 15 seasons, Thomas is hit-

Sammy Sosa’s jersey remains on
the hanger in the Chicago Cubs
clubhouse after the final game of
the season on Sunday. Sosa on
Thursday was fined by the Cubs
for arriving late and leaving early
from the finale.

ting .308 with 436 homers. Tho-
mas and Barry Bonds are the
only active players with a.300 ca-
reer average, 400 home runs,
1,000 RBISs, 1,000 runs and 1,000
walks.

Indians DH Hafner
has elbow surgery

CLEVELAND — Indians desig-
nated hitter Travis Hafner had
surgery on his right elbow
‘Wednesday and is expected to be
ready for spring training.

Hafner, who batted .311 with
28 homers and 109 RBIs in 140
games, played with pain for much
of the second half of the season.

The team said Hafner, who
throws right-handed, had loose
bodies and bone spurs removed
from the elbow. Hafner’s elbow
problems limited him to just 10
starts at first base and forced him
to miss the final week of the sea-
son.
Hafner’s 106 RBIs were the sec-
ond most for a DH in team histo-
Ty, trailing Andre Thornton’s 109
in 1982.

A’s claim Harikkala,
waive Saarloos
OAKLAND, Calif. — The Oak-
land Athletics claimed right-hand-
er Tim Harikkala off waivers
from the Colorado Rockies on

Wednesday and  designated
right-hander Kirk Saarloos for as-
signment.

Harikkala went 6-6 with a 4.74
ERA in S5 relief appearances this
season for Colorado. The A’s are
the sixth organization Harikkala
has been in since being drafted
by Seattle in 1992.

He has a career record of 7-8
with a 5.83 ERA in 74 appearanc-
es.

Saarloos, acquired by Oakland
on April 16 in a trade with Huub»
ton, was 2-1 with a 4.44 ERA il
six appearances. He was placed
on the disabled list July 30 with a
bone spur in his right elbow and
didn’t return for the rest of the
season.
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Astros take first step along playoff trail

Houston follows its
ace in search of first
playoff series victory

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

'A — Roger Clemens could
have been taking his turn in the car pool,
doing some yard work, relaxing in front of
the television.

And miss this? No way.

The Rocket is a step closer to getting
back to the World Series, and the Houston
Astros are along for the ride.

“We’re very happy when we see Roger
Clemens on the mound,” first baseman
Jeff Bagwell said. “That’s the main thing:
Roger Clemens is pitching for us.”

Picking up where they left off in the regu-
lar season, the wild-card Astros routed the
Atlanta Braves 9-3 in Game 1 of the NL di-
vision playoffs Wednesday.

Houston is 0-for-7 in playoff series, los-
ing three of its last four to the Braves. But
there’s a sense in the Astros’ clubhouse
that this could finally be their year.

It starts with Clemens, who retired after
pitching for the New York Yankees in last
year’s World Series. About two months
later, he changed his mind, jumping at the
chance to play not far from suburban Hous-
ton home.

‘The 42-year-old pitcher can’t do it alone,
of course. The Astros have a lethal lineup
that showed off its power in Atlanta, hitting
four homers and setting a franchise record
for runs in a postseason game.

“This team feels real good about itself,”
Bagwell said. “We came in on a roll.”

The Astros carried over their momen-
tum from the regular season, when they

Friday, October 8, 2004

P

Jason Lane’s ninth-inning homer capped the Houston Astros’ 9-3 playoff defeat of Atlanta.

‘won 36 of the last 46 games to claim an im-
probable wild card.

Houston sent 20-game winner Roy Os-
walt to the mound against Mike Hampton
in Thursday’s second game. The NL East
champion Braves can't afford to go down
0-2in a best-of-five series heading to Hous-
ton, where the Astros have an 18-game win-
ning streak.

“We have to win three of the next four

games,” second baseman Marcus Giles
said, “but we have done that plenty of
times.”

Brad Ausmus, Lance Berkman and Car-
los Beltran homered off Braves starter
Jaret Wright, who didn’t make it through
the fifth.

Clemens showed the effects of a stomach
virus that kept him from making his last

start of the regular season. The Hall of
Famer-to-be had two wild pitches and
walked six — all in the first four innings
and the most he’s given up in a game since
1998.

Clemens also had trouble with his foot-
ing on the mound, but displayed plenty of
grit in winning a Game 1 start for the first
time in his storied career. The Braves
stranded nine runners in those first four in-
nings, when the Rocket was his most vul-
nerable.

e wound up lasting seven innings,
throwing 117 pitches, giving up six hits and
two earned runs, while striking out seven.

“I had to will my way through that
game,” he said. “Sometimes, it takes more
than talent or more than a 95 mph fastball.
You have to will it.”

In a nod to the guy who persuaded him
to put off retirement, Clemens has been
wearing a right-handed glove that was mis-
takenly sent to left-handed teammate Andy
Pettitte, out for the season after elbow sur-

gery.

The glove has Pettitte’s name stitched
into the side.

The Astros trailed 1-0 when Ausmus led
off the third by homering into the left-field
seats, sparking a four-run inning. Bagwell
had an RBI double — the first extra-base
hit of his postseason career — and Berk-
‘man hit a two-run shot into the Braves bull-

pen.

Beltran knocked out Wright in the fifth
with another two-run homer.

The Braves, meanwhile, were squander-
ing all sorts of chances.

When Atlanta loaded the bases in the
first on Berkman’s error and two walks,
Clemens limited the damage to Johnny Es-
trada’s sacrifice fly. When the Braves put
runners at second and third in the second,
Clemens struck out Rafael Furcal, who
may have had other things on his mind.

The Braves shortstop was in the lineup
just hours after being sentenced to three
weeks in jail and four weeks in a treatment
facility for his second drunken-driving ar-
rest.

He must report after the season, which
could come sooner than he wants if the
Braves don’t start coming through with
some clutch hits. Clemens walked the
bases loaded in the third, but escaped by
striking out rookie Charles Thomas.

The Braves put two more runners on in
the fourth. Clemens took care of that by
jamming J.D. Drew, whose shattered bat
flew farther than his popup back to the

ound.

“I thought we had a pretty good game
plan,” said Chipper Jones, who went
0-for-4 with two strikeouts. “We got him to
throw a lot of pitches early, but we missed
opportunities.”

ball playoffs scorehoard

Bradley, reporter clash
over player’s remarks

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Milton Brad-
ley allegedly called a reporter an
after the Los Ange-
les Dodgers outfielder was asked
how he was treated by St. Louis
fans following a season-ending
suspension for throwing a bottle
into the stands.

The confrontation occurred in
the clubhouse at Busch Stadium
after batting practice during an
off day in the Los Angeles-:
Louis playoff series. Bradley field-
ed a question from Los Angeles
Times reporter Jason Reid re-
garding fans during the Cardi-
nals’ 8-3 victory in Game 1.

It was the first game for Brad-
ley after being was suspended for
the final five games of the regular
season by Major League Baseball
after a bottle-throwing tantrum
during a victory over Colorado in
Los Angeles. Bradley was thrown
out of that game after a fan threw
a plastic bottle at him shortly
after he made a costly error that
allowed two runs to score.

Bill Dwyre, sports editor for
the Times, said that various re-
porters who were in the Dodgers
clubhouse said that Bradley
didn’t like Reid’s question. Ac-
cording to eyewitnesses and Re-
id’s tape, Bradley said, “You're
an Uncle Tom. You're a sellout.”

Reid, who is black, took offense
at the insult and began yelling at
Bradley, who also is black, Dwyre
said.

“We're terribly unhappy on
how and why this happened,”
Dwyre said in a statement. “We
back our reporter from every
angle of this. We also agree with
the Dodgers in the sense that this
is something that can, and will be
worked out between these two
people.”

Bradley claimed Reid kept
pushing the issue and wouldn't
leave him alone.

“He was just one of those guys
who wants to keep harpmg on it,”
Bradley told KCBS-TV. “I told
him what I felt about the situation
and I told him how I felt about
how he was choosing to handle it.
.. He took offense to that and ...
started getting physical with me.
He had to be restrained by sever-
al people in the clubhouse as, you

ow, I was walking away to
leave the situation alone.”

“Ultimately this is an issue that
needs to be settled between the
two individuals, and we will work
with them toward that end,” Lon
Rosen, the Dodgers’ chief market-
ing officer, said in a statement.

Bradley last week apologized
for the bottle-throwing tantrum
and said he would seek help for
anger problems.
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Yankees need extra effort
A-Rod, Jeter help tie series with Twins

BY MIKE FITZPATRICK
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — No more ques-
tions about Alex Rodriguez under
pressure.

A-Rod and Derek Jeter teamed
uw tosave Mariato Rivera,spark-

rally

cause New York set a major
league record with 61 comeback
wins during the regular season.
“We never doubted ourselves,”
Gary Sheffield said. “We've done
this all season. There’s no reason
to think we couldn’t do it again.”
Still, Yankees owner George

that camed the New York Yan-
kees past the Minnesota Twins
7-6 in 12 innings Wednesday
night, tying their playoff series at
a game apiece.

“I don’t think I want to watch it
again, it was certainly one of the
memorable games,” Yankees
manager Joe Torre said.

Especially for Rodriguez,
whose tying double in the 12th
was the huge hit New York wait-
ed for all season. Jeter then
dashed home on Hideki Matsui’s
sacrifice fly as the Yankees com-
pleted another improbable post-
season comeback, overcoming a
rare October failure by Rivera.

“Alex had a little trouble set-
tling in here, but when you do this
at Yankee Stadium in a postsea-
son game, especially coming
from behind, God only knows
what it's going to do for him,”
Torre said.

“You couldn’t get a bigger hit.”

After falling behind in the 12th
on Torii Hunter’s home run off
Tanyon Sturtze, the Yankees re-
fused to fold. No surprise, be-

hardly seemed im-
pressed.

“We've won nothing yet, gang.
Nothing, yet. We've got work to
do,” Steinbrenner said. “It was
great to come back.”

Corey Koskie keyed the Twins’
eighth-inning rally with a tying
double against Rivera, who blew
a save in the postseason for only
the third time in 33 chances.

Game 3 in the best-of-five AL
series will be Friday night at the
Metrodome, with Kevin Brown
starting for the Yankees against
Carlos Silva.

Jeter, Rodriguez and Sheffield
homered earlier in this game, and
it went to extra innings tied at 5.
It stayed that way until Hunter
connected.

But Twins closer Joe Nathan
was running out of gas. He had
made 43 straight appearances
without going more than one in-
ning, but manager Ron Garden-
hire sent him out for a third in-
ning for the first time since May
20, 2003, in hopes of finishing it.

“He was still throwing 94, 95,
96 mph,” Gardenhire said. “It's a

little disappointing. I probably
left him out there too long.
didn’t like our options.”

Nathan walked No. 9 hitter
Miguel Cairo and Jeter with one
out in the 12th, bringing up Rod-
riguez, who hit only .248 with run-
ners in scoring position in his first
season with the Yankees.

He’s making up for all that in
October. A-Rod hit a ground-rule
double to left-center on Nathan’s
49th pitch, tying the score at 6
with his fourth hit of the game. It
gave him three RBIs, and made
him 6-for-10 in the series.

“This team never gives up,” Ro-
driguez said.

Sheffield was intentionally
walked before J.C. Romero re-
placed Nathan.

With the outfield drawn in, Mat-
sui hit a liner directly at right
fielder Jacque Jones that ap-
peared too shallow to score Jeter
from third.

Jeter took off for the plate any-
way, and Jones’ throw didn’t have
much on it. First baseman Mat-
thew LeCroy relayed the ball to
the plate, but Jeter slid in safely.

“I didn’t care, I was going no
matter what,” Jeter said. “Some-
times you have to force guys to
make plays.”

Paul Quantrill got one out m
the 12th for the win, retiring rool
ie Jason Kubel with two on.

“For us to have a chance to go

AP

Minnesota Twins catcher Pat Borders fields the wide throw as New
York Yankees' Derek Jeter slides in to score the winning run on Hideki
Matsui's 12th inning sacrifice fly on Wednesday.

up two games, 2-0, that was a
tough one,” Nathan said. “I'm re-
ally disappointed with the walks.”

Jeter led off with a long ball,
and Sheffield and Rodriguez hit
their first postseason homers in
pinstripes to help the Yankees
build a 5-3 lead after seven in-
nings.

With two All-Stars in Tom Gor-
don and Rivera at the back of the
bullpen, that was supposed to be
the Yankees’ foolproof formula
for playoff success. But they

couldn’t put this one away.

“I'm human,” Rivera said. “It
definitely bothers me. The team
gave me a two-run lead and sud-
denly it disappeared.”

The Twins have won Game 1 in
eight straight postseason series,
only to lose Game 2 the last four
times.

“You get a chance to beat them
in Yankee Stadium, you can’t let
them off the hook,” Shannon Stew-
art said.

Angels still await spark from Guerrero, Anderson

BY KEN PETERS

The Associated Press

ANAHEILV, Calif. — Down the stretch,
the Anaheim Angels could always count on
Vladimir Guerrero and Garret Anderson.

They're still waiting for the duo to get it
done against the Boston Red Sox.

Guerrero had a two-run single in the
fifth inning Wednesday night, but he and
Anderson are 1-for-16 overall in the

best-of-five series — a prime reason why
the Angels are heading to Boston down 2-0
after an 8-3 loss in Game 2.

Trailing by a run in the eighth inning
‘Wednesday, Guerrero came to the plate
with a runner on first with no outs and
struck out against Mike Timlin,

Boston went to reliever Mike Myers, and
Anderson struck out, too. Anderson is
0-for-8 in the series.

Closer Keith Foulke then relieved and

struck out Troy Glaus to end what was the
Angels’ last real chance.

Anaheim lost the opener 9-3 Tuesday.
Only four teams have come back from 0-2
deficits to win postseason series since the
present playoff format was adopted nine
years ago.

One of the major league’s most powerful
offensive teams during the regular season,
the Angels have been relatively punchless
during the division series.

Although they got a solid six innings by
starter Bartolo Colon in Game 2, their of-
fense couldn’t muster much against Pedro
Martinez and three Boston relievers.

They have scored just six runs in the two
games. Guerrero, who hit .337 with 39 hom-
ers and 126 RBISs to help Anaheim win the
AL West, is just 1-for-8 with two RBIs in
the series.

In contrast, Boston’s Manny Ramirez, an
MVP candidate like Guerrero, is 3-for-8
with five RBIs.

Sox: Angels’ bullpen comes up short

SOX, FROM BACK PAGE

Mike Timlin relieved Martinez
to start the eighth, and gave up a
single to Darin Erstad before
striking out Vladimir Guerrero.

Francona then summoned
Mike Myers, who struck out Gar-
ret Anderson.

Keith Foulke came on and
fanned Troy Glaus to end the in-
ning.

The Red Sox broke the game
open in the ninth, scoring four
runs off Brendan Donnelly.
Ramirez doubled, Trot Nixon hit
an RBI single and Orlando Ca-
brera lined a two-out, three-run
double.

Foulke retired the Angels in
order in the bottom of the inning
to earn the save.

“You know they feel good
when they get to their bullpen,
like we do,” Francona said. “Not
only did we get the lead but we
tacked on a little bit. Somewhere
down the line, that might help us.
This bullpen has been invinci-
ble.”

Rally Monkeys were every-
where in the last two innings —
on the scoreboard and in the
stands. But the Angels couldn’t
score after the Red Sox took the
lead.

Guerrero’s first postseason hit
— a two-run single with one out
in the fifth — put the Angels on
top 3-1. Anderson followed with a
liner to first base that Millar
caught before stepping on the
bag for an inning-ending double
play.

Scioscia called that a turning
point.

The Red Sox tied it in the sixth
on Varitek’s two-run homer after
atwo-out single by Millar.

The Red Sox took a 1-0 lead in
the second when Ramirez drew a
two-out, bases-loaded walk from
Bartolo Colon. It could have been
worse for the Angels, but with
David Ortiz batting and the bases
still loaded, catcher Jose Molina
picked off Bellhorn at second.

The Angels tied it in their half
on an RBI single by rookie Dallas
McPherson before Martinez
pitched out of a two-on, no-out
Jjam.

Colon allowed seven hits and
three runs in six innings. He was
lifted after throwing 114 pitches
and relieved by Rodriguez.
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Dolphins split over
whether they want

Pedro

Boston’s ace
back in form
vSs. Angels

BY JOHN NADEL
The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Pedro
Martinez has no explanation for
his dreadful September. He’s just
glad to have pitched well to begin
October.

Martinez worked seven effec-
tive innings, Manny Ramirez
drove in the go-ahead run with a
sacrifice fly, and the wild-card
Boston Red Sox beat the Ana-
heim Angels 83 Wednesday
night for a commanding 2-0 lead
in the AL division series.

The Red Sox will try to sweep
the best-of-five series on Friday
at Fenway Park, where they went
55-26 during the regular season.

Bronson Arroyo can put Boston
back in the AL championship se-
ries when he starts against
Kelvim Escobar.

Martinez had a 7.72 ERA while
losing his last four starts of the
regular season. He allowed three
runs and six hits while walking
two and striking out six against
the Angels, retiring his last seven
batters and leaving after 116
pitches.

“A lot of people doubted that
man,” Boston catcher Jason
Varitek said of Martinez. “I never
doubt that man.”

Martinez, a three-time Cy
Young Award winner, is 5-1 with
23.19 ERA in the postseason.

“He’s a big-game pitcher,” Red
Sox manager Terry Francona
said. “I thought he competed his
heart out. There were some situa-
tions where at any point in that
game if something doesn’t go our
way, we could lose the game. He
gave everything he had to do
what he did.”

Regarding his poor finish to the
regular season, Martinez said: “I
wanted to do good. I just couldn’t
do it. But thank God I turned it
around, and now 1 feel like I can
pitch better. My arm feels great
right now. I feel strong.”

The 32-year-old right-hander
was so frustrated after losing to
New York on Sept. 25 that he
said: “What can I say — just tip
my hat and call the Yankees my
daddy. I can't find a way to beat
them at this point.”

He hasn’t had trouble beating
the Angels, going 9-1 with a 2.12
ERA against them in the regular
season.

“This was probably the best
stuff he has had against us all
year,” Angels manager Mike Sci-
oscia said. “I think Pedro is terrif-
ic when maybe the situation gets
a little hot. He gets an extra gear.

13

Boston Red Sox pitcher Pedro Martinez points to the sky after striking out Anaheim Angels’ Chone Figgins
for the last out of the seventh inning of Game 2 of the AL division series on Wednesday.

“Boston went out and did what
they had to do. They won against
one of the best bullpens in base-
ball. These two games, they've
taken it to us. We haven’t gotten
into our game like we can.”

The Angels don’t have much
margin for error now.

“They’re up two games, but you

never know what’s going to hap-
pen,” Escobar said. “We're down
two, on the road. I like the pres-
sure.”

The Red Sox scored the
go-ahead run in the seventh off
Francisco Rodriguez, who won a
record-tying five postseason
games two years ago to help the
Angels win the World Series.

It was tied at 3 when Bill Muel-
ler got an infield hit and Johnny
Damon hit into a forceout. Mark
Bellhorn walked before Rodrigu-
ez threw a wild pitch, putting run-
ners at second and third. Ramirez
then flied to center, easily deep
enough to score Damon.
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